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ADVERTISEMENT. 



It may appeaf both superfluous and unnecessary to add any 
thing to the vitrious important reasons which I hav« assigned 
for tfaiiimhUcatioQ in the body of th^ work. Oos y,^t ropiaias^ 
^ibiA I lun sure my read^s witl not c^Qsid^r ^ilti^r jBUfciltlci* 
oufl or unoecessaiy iu me to annex* 

When an attempt has been made to shut Mp the aivwues 
to public infiormation^ and when that alten^pt eaUfbe proved 
to have been but too anccessfiiil^ k demands a veffr teripus 
notice. 

The honeti industry used by Mr. FuUarlon to disseminata 
his cruel slanders against Colonel Pioton, raqnirad, from all 
hnpartiel oien^ that every fair opportunity ^ Aould be afimied 
him to contradict and reftrte Ihein* The chiniges hrouf ht 
forward were of anunpopulw nature^ ingenioudy and puf* 
posely calculated and used to produce hatred and disgust J 
and when these came to be powerjfully assisted by national 
prejudice^ it behoved that class of the community^ who are 
the only regular channek to the public opinion^ to be free^ 
liberal^ and impartial in their conduct to both sides* 
We shall see whether this impartial conduct has marked 
^e proceedings of the Scotch booksellers on the occa- 
sion. 

When Colonel Picton published his letter tp jLord llobaft^ 
the late Colonial Secretary^ and n^ow £arl of Buckingham* 
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shire, ^a' ffieiM^ cfesii^d liis ' ^bookselld-; Mm ' Lfoyd,' <ifl 

sfeTIci*^^ iiif''E(iihbiirgh of tfie'nh'mes of Mantierslsttid Miller. 
Thec6pfei^^Veres^nt ; aiid the fuUotvhig is*tl!ie^swer\Aich 
WK;Ll6j'a¥dc6iveltiflromlheriu' * ^ ' * • ' .? 

^ '' sm, ■ ^ Edinburgh, %V>th Nov. 1804. 

' *" We were favoured. vyith yoiiraof theHOih, mformiBg lis 
that jou liad sent ua iiy the coach fifty copies of a pam« 
^ phhtf entitled ^ A I^etter to liOrd Hobart froai GjeneuJ 
^ Picton/ tojie adyertUe5},T^ ^Q^ at Cs. 6d»^ / 

- *' We. received tb« pazpphlet yesterday ; but on looking. 
^, over it,, we fiad it. reflects too. much on the character of 
^\ Colonel FuUartonj, th?^ we must beg leave . to decline 
^^ ' faailixig anjr concern in the publication . You willj, perhaps^ 
<' be surprised at this ; but the fact is^ M^e are very much co#-* 
f' nected with the friends of Colonel Fullarton^ and have so 
f^ ^reat a respect for himself, that we should do ourselves a 
^.^ very material injiiry by selling the parnphlet in qttestion> 

r $cc.'' -■;. ' .' . •' • - .■; • ' ■', ^ •^'. 

, (Signed) '' Manners and Miller." 



Y To Mr. Lloy4, Bookseller, Harl^-stieet/' * 

Ther*" Gentleman then desired Mr. Lloycf to write to' a 

Mr. Creech, who, I understand, is reputed one of the most 

opcrlent and respectable booksellers in that couritry, also 

living in Edinburgh, arid to request he would advertise atld 

ptiblisk the letter. • - 

'?M5y^'frJ^lftt^vas natuYally a little suspicie^bs of v4>jrt might 

bfe'^^lib^ vmih ;.-4rtil ^tho(f;^lf •• Wrl Creec^i agreed* to iMr.^r 
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ZJoydTs: pipp049t> yet'ftom Mr. Creech staling, itxhisloftei; 
that jyifr. f uljju^iit, ^^ was m bis shop at the time die pfircdi 
^.cpntaitiii^. the ^letters, arrived/' .he reqtsested .Migoc 
M^fDonheI> pf die 83d regiment^ to call at Creech's shop lp< 
purchase one of (hem. The following m an extract from thie^ 
'Major's letter on the subject. *- 



\ * 



*^ T tA^tii, according to your wish, isit Creech^ to pur^ 
'^ dh^se dne 6f Gekieral Picton's letters; and was infermed by 
'^ the person ih thfe shop, ^ A^t it could not be sold/ " And 
Major M^Donnel, with diat manliness so^characterisBc of 
him, adds, ^' I fconsider the booksellers to have acted under 
very despicable unmanly principles: however, it appears 
to me every object has been answered without them/^ 

(Signed) '' C. MOJaNNELL.'* 

« Edinburgh/ Feb. 11, 1805.*' ' 
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The publication of this letter was thus totally, and most 
unjustly, prevented m one very large and important quarter 
of the empire. 

' I am not fond of national reflections. I love and esteem 
many Scotchmen; some whom I am proud, and honored 
by beii^ called dieir friend. A whole nation has, in ancient 
timesj been saved on account of one good man. I do not 
wish, or mean, to arraign that nation ; and if it be any con-* 
solation, to this Scotch booksellers to know that on this side 
the Tweed, persons i^ nearly a similar line of business can do 
illiberal and unjust things, I insert an advertisement,. whic& 
waa brought, by „a friend of mine to the publishers of tht 
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MS^im% eKrottkle tiul die liab>nMi% Pest *V afid% <H^1^ 
at eai^h'*tiffiefr. The^eiwn> onbit first viitiv fMagnaofl^ 
rtjin^nte^ or indectfon^ u^ tkeir aUBfint to^prbtil^ wd'h^ 
j#d|dti ddl igttui^ ittqtittted ^emto ooDvdelr il^ ndj^if iii«F 
^greed^ br mmld juy for it 'oii' his rcMn* iW Wf^iip; 
adleJat eadi 6flk:ef^ but couldgetob viiftivw; tfi9 nent day 
Jie called thre^ different times^ Init coutd netdier see &% 
ISiiit&ts, nor recover any aimwer. Tbe ^dvertbem^it^ <of 
i^Mfae/ tiever ap|peared« 

. . • •: - • • 

^' In jflie vcry.m{eresting and important case of flie King 
'^ against Governor Ficton^ it is due to the justice of the 
;^ conntiyj th)9t i^t^ the decision of the Court of King^s 
*f Bench on the points reserved, for its consideration be 

*^ Jmown, all partial comments jhonld be avoided^ as we •! 

\ . ... ' ' 

^' understand^ as soon as this determination is pronounced^ 

'^ the trial Virill be published from^ tke accurate notes of »v«cy 

^'. eonnent short hand writer ; when the public^ then in Aill 

^f possession of every fact> will draw its conclusions^ with diat 

'^ goQd sense and candour which form so distinguished an^ 

«/^ honorable a feature in the national character.^ 

-■--'■ -•• .... ,.'j 

. . Here is no general or particular remark or observatio^k 
4)Qt a single word to influence public opinion. This thep^ 
I sxy^ is illiberal conduct in any case^ Scotch or English |. 

.,, , yj . ^^. 1 . . ^1 . ■ ..■■■■ .11- ' ^' ■ ■ — ■■ ■ " ' '-'■ -z — r— r- 

; f ^e EditcM»pftipth.tli<§sc pj^ra di-e,;^s I anvirtfonij>edj5o[«i^»«ir; 
It is cl^r tliat they gained aothing by tticir transpiantocioa. 



s. 






IPKAir Ibe..af3»i9«tiiiice, Ib^ dioiil^ be. a4i«nifid ^ ki '4 
Ibty 4io 0Qt>.iwb^ I vecjr muieb 4oul>t> it b right they |b(«udd 
b^»ide soffipinkA /with it» It i» one of the /Hfny fafwv 
liogefli^roitti, slo4 mwrnly wiiy$| which hfu beeo- j>im:|ia«4 
tovanb Cglpnel Piotoyq^ to {vr^jiidice him md fail c«U9f^ 
ftiMJ iQ 4)iitinict and oreseiit tiutk from aettios jadmiMoii to 
the public: It ii n i(io3t s^ioun i^lMiy lo tbie mtioQi4 fito*" 
jractcTj and well de$erve9 stronger and j^a^r^ severe ^^ulP0l|ld▼ 
venAofu Let tjbem 90w ^' throw in a p^n^grapb" if tfiey 
think proper. Te ^h^ i^l^4 i^ ^Ib perfect icomplacencic^ 
carel^ai whether it come ^ from autkmty^ or not 

Alth^«igh thi^ Address was not intended for publicatiQo at 
;k> early a period of Ae bu»ines3 to whidi it relates^ jsX the 
iGa»dalo«s nae which has been made of a circumstance th^t 
AccHrred upon the trials and in the^ Court of Kill's Bencb^ 
jHod wbidij it is allowed on all hands, was entirely of a new 
smd unparalleled V^, has been productwe of so nutct pnblip 
^niscjiief^ has so irritated 90d prejudiced the temper and i>fiii^ 
iHons of the lai^gf r part of the community^ tha^iniddli«K 91x1 
lower c^lasses^ ond bi^ been turned to such vulgar and diih 
iK>Qor(^le purpoises by tbe eitemies of Colonel Picpa% 
4sver on the watch to lay bold of any circumstance even IsffS 
antfaoritative than that which issued ftom (he Courti that j 
4i*Qid myself fiEonerated from any imputation of bastej m^ 
tj^isk, or unseaioinablenessi in now printioig a work« w^icb jt 
is pitArablea but fpr ihasa cirrumit^ices/ , | Aould ha^. 
d^C^pred So a later period. Tb^ cirp imst anqB to rApA 
4 .albiSe i9 a picture of JE^Qui^ Cald^ron on. tbe piol^ol^ 



I bdieve*«'eo1oiirecI drawing, ^hich was pnoifuced hj Mr# 
Gsaraw, arid jriiewn to the Jury, ^ by way isf explainitig ike 
V ifutrument of torture, and to shew how and in what man^ 
^ iier ike wdt pldced upon it/* Nothing eke was meant: 
for Mr* Gvtovf, in my bearing, told Ibe Noble Lord on the 
Bench, when be presented this delectadile treat to Mademoi-* 
MDe Cald^foii, '^ I wish the jiosition of yoni* Lorddiip conM 
^ ha:i^.eBdbled you to have seen the involuntary expression 
'^ of the tensation of the witness on the inspection of jdie 
^ drawing (^ Mr. Garrow lio doubt intending that what he 
saidtatheJn^dionld not be heard by. the Jury; forinhis 
speech afterwards hesdd, '^ Gendemen, With respect to the 
^ picture which has been stated to hate inflamed your minds,. 
^ &€.» I ask nothing of your pasaons*^— No, nothing at all. 
1 don't w^bM yoUy €^tlemen, to witness ^' this involuntary 
^* expresMon of the witness's sensations'^-^Tbis dramatic ex-^ 
hibition isDesefved entirelyfor the entertainment of bis Lord* 
ship* Mr. 6«. desires that You, Gentlemen of the Jury, 
'should shut your eyes, and go: to sle^ a little, whilenho 
NoUe Judge should not only be awake, but dibnld change > 
1u8:p09iti<^i .s^<l ^1^ on: the other side, to please Mr; -G*, . 
^nd se^ and enjoy this fareieal scene, which he bad with so* 
mucK ^^ ^ncl ingenuity inv^ited for his Lordship's sole 
-^jBoleriaiitmeiA. Ute Noble and Learned Judge turned away i 
*from!.tuc1r miinidcry; he deprecated such tricks; ^nd ex-' 
'pressed .athope th»t no use would be made of it out^ of doors: • 
]ret the picture now* before me is pnntedj and.Bnrk^^uii,.' 
•«« mihuPhte bfJke Girt, PwUey, Spike, and'the.GHUm,- 
y^ySitf^; Jt04n* a Browing trbiBitedm GourL-^Bnuieihfm'' 
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^ Cr6shy and Co., Statiotters* Court , Ludgate StreHT^' 
Suth is the happy eiFect of Mr. Garro\t'd matchless iiD^ien^ ' 
tion. It was not necessary for ine to <;hatige my positioti 
to see the neat aiid adroit 9na/iner in which Mr. G. made this 
e:Uiibition ; for I bad tfa^ happiness and honor of bebg hery 
near him^ and I was^i no doubt^ astonished at the wonderful' 
art and dexterity he displayed. Katterfeho 'or Breslaw coidd^: 
tiot h*re exceeded him. As the mnmdans speak^ theremas a' 
Jmenm of finger in the elegant maniier in which * be ftrsi^ 
turned Up this drawing; of which no adept ih regerdemain ' 
need be ashamed. THik finger and the tongue too mtf^d ia ' 
sfidh perfect unison^ that not a performer amongst tb^tJl^ 

I 

% _ 

could rivai him. The eff&it was so sudden^ a6 dnexpected^ so ' 
*el^tric, so full of dl tffie necessary qualities to oaH' forth siidr- ' 
'prise^ astonishment^ and "delightful Hwror/' that'Buyk^ him*- 
setfy if he were alive^ would faaive gonf' to schbo) agaiinr^ atid^' 
taken k lecture frcnn him to add tothe next'ecKtion> of^ttis 
'^Sublime aiid Beautiful.'' I endeaiiourto sknothertte real ' 
honest indignation which I feel at this mo(^ unbeco&Hng ' 
exhibition^ by giving itan air' of 'ridicule Which is really'verf ' 
ill suited to> and inconsistent With^ the subject. It should bfe < 
stigmatized and condemned by every description of persons^ '^ 
a» a disgrace to the Courts and a reflection on the knowti^ 
purity 6f its high character: It should Be branded with evei^jr^ 
indignant epithet^ and scoutet} from the possibility of such an- 
iit'jMtemly r^resentation ever again making its appearatice In I 
a tribunal^ whose forms and practices should be of the ma$t{ 
sacredly decorous orderl Mr. Q arrow should have rejected. * 
that, while, ih this ease^ he m^s seemingb/ only doing Puhch'^ 



^w> ^ bringing oat onp ;Q(A^ P^^EM^/ 91* dP^^^m^^ 
mato«j lo roake people Won^ and stue^h^yms j>rpdu€iog^ 
^pNEQi9(ian^«H) effects <o/an^^ diffei;f|it;^a&d iQ^r^f^Qr« 

j^ou3 ni^tuFe : like th^ t>Ue of the Cobrade Qapello^ •I'^bic^ 
JtfXs, Q. i^Ul updenslftod by the bdf 4)f bU Pictioqary i, of 
Jiamral History, it *bfid ^omethi^g o| thet iQagic e^iact, bot 
fDttore of the pobopous and deadly consequ^QQeg?^ th^kt foUo^ 
jtbe teeth of tbi? vexioiBoii3 iwiina}. But v?by sbo^d I wo^ 
Am at Mn G's various ppw^rs: be is axk ^p^ienced t^rad^ 
in^' bat and cold/' and I have very Utely r^d an iiddre99 qf 
Jn% in which nothing cpidd e](€eed theelo^enpe b^ display^r 
ti^ in imjpreflaing ^' impartiality" on the nunds of the jiu;y> 
wad I dare ^7 thathe believed hmse^iu every wordjba ^i4 
iatthfi tim$, X«ake Mi*».Cr*i I too lave ingenuous exercisei^ 
4ad lilie hkn I sometin^ea give shrewd opinions. I aay theJEy 
4hatin:iny bnn^>leppipion^ if Mr. G. possesses one fecidty suf- 
perior to another, it is VB^lSATIXJTYj I thiivkit fran^^nd^ 
bis knowledge of metaphysics, of <which I have given a very 
beautiful specunen in this Mrgrk. He is . redjiy a Proteus^ a 
vord that by &e help of his mytbologjbeal ksan^iing, (^hich \ 
am told is equal to his metaphysical,) he will understand thu 
meaning of. An intellect like his is worthy of a ni^ mialy- 
sis, and if Mr. G. adds an expanded philanthiopytoihisotbefr 
jgreat ^ualities> when sooner or later bis spirit visits the inai^ 
stons of peace, which for the kappinm ^nAqm^ of this nethet* 
world, may Fate long forbid, he w91 direct bis brain,'iogfe^ejr 
with the cranium to wbiph it belongs, to be sent to the celeb'attd 
I)r . Gall, of Vienna, for the fall sgid complete elucidation of that 
mpst wonderful and aseful science of craniology/;i hicb HIS jpr o* 






Anittff gieiiitts liiMNIiBd iiiV^l^d : il wift' he ii^'dMbr a ffrettr 
Asitetioti if <y1ib ^tirei^ psfft/ MiM leraseetfaid^ what ottfittM 
paMrSihifidsilcm fadvfe only yjotti^ee?^ tfaitt as empty iknH out 
fthilAiJQStaMflhieh#tt^Asafitncte. "^ 

^ X lttt6 itaofl^scttlb mow as well as sMicf fifi^ thiq|« id tA^ 
d'ia ftis hodk, ^ I diiT not G0»tiHiipI«l« K» ^ItaracCerfii^^ 
Mnighfyat tbat'tiftie/ «r 1 skoold not faai« been ^ifibiisly mm 
^ ^kh hitjdi ' Hbikever, ht haa Offtcm transgtia^dad hiinsdl 
fe fliis way^^lM tikeall old lueotr^fMe tiBoetB, k ao itoldfl 
jff an^oAktefii^ teMpor and AqKMki<Mi. Now that I dtf jitm 
tefid to^ know him better, and U) ikiA very Mh t4 %b«tl 
iv& ki'may ^% I proRuse neter tor be in a nge agaiai^ 
Whenever he ^ ^natehesr a gi%e beyond the feach of art,^ ai 
fh db^ beatitiM metaphysical dbtkietion a&uded to^ tta' MH 
^rdon me^ if 1 always consider it my duty to relfoid UiiIbm 
licitiea-wftfa fidelity: bat when bef^ to^e ehittj aodi<Ml* 
l^era m the mud of Spanish law^ then indeed, 

^ ^ J>z|fg''A when we must, be witty where we ean^ 
^ / 3at ^i^ndicatie iHwayi^ of mam to mOn/^ V^ 



A" 






^ |K)«tKy wUl^ seliisve his mind^ perhaps, after some d^r 
Ixirattp p^ m^oadita metaphysical research, and vfiafiiog ta 
ml!huQin'ajnus«^hi|mor^ and in good temper^ I beg leave 
|<]i)€ffiBr htiib ^th0 abovi$ distich, '^pour s'amuser/ which by 
|llpi bdp 1^ Us Fr«ncb dictipnaryi he will be able soon to 



• • . • 






1 



3UV 



..'nie4SASES OF THREE QEl^TLEm^i^^hm 

Piston. an^ which will, b? feund iiith^4BP^P#XjiiWcwXiy;- 
XV. and XYI. ^d^^ouid, Qerfaialy apoK»5e tp ^ jr^a^ij^ fe*. 
pctotingoiypap^^yiftfei but Ihold tbatthprcjip^^^ 
|orffectua|i Qf ifjj^l^Ying.th^ ^>y puWiifeiiig tb« 

mnyies of all thosn pi^i;9PSAS(qGl,tI;i^ ci^rcupis^^ncea.of th^jctimsA 
QfYfjuijti they l^ave be^n fc^)^ giiihj. Thi$.i8 aj^roof jp^^i^it'e 
^io.iheir.reputatifHiij .a«i4 die aon and.lq^ud.of credit Qr^hen 
lief> YAach their a^aertions shoi^dr pbtain i^.^]^ comrtP^^ i^ 
f^y tbiqg jcpnnected \t^jth th^ q^e of .Colonel jPictpa;r--In-| 
deei}. it will be that, species pf replj^ aod.that 0%,, wji^, ^ 
lbal),fl^j$r give, to whoever tbey> or Qther^persfwj* of a simii 
}frc]%8dj. niajr have the.iq^pudence or effirontery to^p^f t<i 
^bai;I have $t^te<Ua tbis,lette{i^ wd I.ani de^i^iicbedjHr^Ty 
to.adhi^e to this fesolMtion^ be the author wh^:be jsk^ ;, 



It ia necessary taohiiarye/ that th/^ip^.is. .^.^pgjtb ofex- 
pressifMi in many parts of tlii^ statement, and a rudeoejis^ if I- 
may so call it, of lai^uage^ which in any other case or sil^Ur. 
ation, I should have held myself reprehensible for having 
used, I feel the more inclined to make this admission^ when 
I consider the many noble personages into whose hands it will 
come. The language and conduct 4^e from Que .^Qtntleman 
to another, I tnut it will be allowed me^ by those noble- perV 
sons, that from my rank and aitiution in Jifey lought aUddo* 
uDilei9tand. ^Jh» case We boniever is not between TWO 
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.^ailleitMsn*; tttfl ^^ougb I do not hbld dm as any excuse fiir 
9A wimgRmsAi-xA '^ proprieties oi^ coifduct aiid dii^dut^ 
jei.it wiH be ^ecoOetted that there intf ioseparaUy aitacheA 
to.Hiy work^ ith office most irksome^ but' most indispeiiBiU» 
•kle;^— 4he expositioit of vutgar vice^ and mafignaiit calomtiy) 
«^the detection of me^n hypocrisyy of ^^anton malice, aiil 
insidious fraud.- T am not experienced^ iti this sort of work;' 
ft is my firsts and I trust it will be my last effort; it will there- 
fore, I hope^ be pardoned me by those noble -persons, if in the 
exposition of some new turpitude, I sometimes gave way to 
, the expression of feelings in words^ perhaps more remarkalble 
for die strong signification of the idea, than the elegance or 
beauty of their selection. It will, I think, be allowed, that 
I have traversed through ways new and unknown to me, and 
if I have designated the lea^ng places* iif my road, % harsb 
and coarse sdtinding ajipellations, Ab^e only are to be cotf* 
demned who went before, and first aSxied the uncouth an^ 
un^emly epithets'*^. ' ' 

One word more, and I have done. ,. i 

The variety ^nd correctness of the information contained in 
this book, may lead some to imagine, ^at CoToiiel Picton' 
inay have been connected with me in its composition. % 
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» One -specimen will soffice.— ^* The most atrocious roAlefactor (iJ- 
^ loiding to Coknvel Picton,) who ever disgraced the Ei^Iiah natne^fuui 
^, chaKi^ter, invited with any pordon df public authofity,-* 

Vide pag^ 90, of Mr. FuUarton's fint^uvta. 
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^Mkffopertktfefore t^iay^ dmt I narer Imvb CDOiBlinil- 
€ftldl widi him mi ti»e Mject, dist I huvt neter Atmm Yam 
m ^ngle ft^gttd k ; and as td bis laivyvnr or \egk\ wetfmtf' 
$aB€e», I flatter ttiytelf tliat tiie work bears sofficieiiliy stroi^ 
inUmal etidemee, tfaait their advice or informtioii has ttt M 
fmaBce bcev €Mr asked or resorted tou' 
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A$thelM sheet pf thk AUnes uki^prini^ o^ ihe€(U' 

thor karmd thai Colonel PictoM hadprinted4he dqmitions 

90 often quoted in this zDork, with a letter addressed to Sir 

Samuel Hood, K* jB^ He assures the public, that the eo* 

incidence in the time of appearance of both publications, is 

"mtirehf acddenial, (Cohnel Picton h^fcing ntoer intimated 

fiy km hie inimtiom*} The ciremnekmee ef the pitcher 

heing the mme, is equaUj/ accidentali another publisher 

having beek originally employed to print and publish his 

ivo^Jt; mMch, Jumever, in the -course of it, the author 

thought necessary to change. He conceives it extremely for^ 

funahfor Ms statement, that the public have now an op^ 

portunity to recur to a printed copy of the nvbole of that 

evidence. , 

^pril&l, 1806. 
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TO 



iWE BRITISH PUBLIC, 
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^ ^^ A dear unblemished character comprehends not only 

th6 integrity that will not offer, but the spirit <th9|rt will not 

iBubmit to AD injury ; and whether it bdoop tf^ m v^Akn* 

tinaj, or to a community, it is the foundation of peac^ of 

independence, and of safety, Prirate ccedit is priyata 

wealthT^public honor is security. Dre featiiers that adora 

the Royal Bird support his flight; strip him of his plumage^ 

and yorX fix him to the earth.'^ 

JuNivs. 



> • ■ 

1 . 



. »<»^":, i . 



»• ■» f • 



j P^F:^E niy address to^tlie PEbPtE OB 

JENOLAND wiih this short but strong declare- 

^tipn> -thf^. i€ there be one respectable or honor a- 

i Afe imsiHot the kiugdom, who will convict rauBiof 

'MVteg nri^liy 1^^ Hay I will|po. 

ftiVtlfa-/bf hivii^^«?xaggeftited, or eoEteijtmted 

^ ^y ot^l}if;iacts'H^^ thiiitek Ay iMy 

^. to bring; fot\var($ In tjife fbljowriig atatemiant, I 
..do here splemnly jplejfjge . my sel^ "publickly : f o ' 
* Mkiiowledge my mistake, and to make aioo^ 
' ttleht fot my error, by a fiill and uneqiiivoc^ * 
recantation.* 

To persons of, any other cl^gL^s, or character^ 
1 hare rcsolutdy deterawned neva: to X9ftl9^ 
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the smallest reply; and as to those who may 
choose to come forward in the way of, smo- 
nymous defenders, I shall make this observation, 
which I hope they will bear in mind, and 
not lose . Sight of, that 4s I never . shal^ 
state any. important fact on my own authority ^ 
nor adduce any remark in' which I shall not be 
supported by evidence of unquestioned integrityy 
I shall therefore take no notice whatever of 
any replies 91: observations, however daring, 
however plausible, or however ingenious, .that 
do not K^ome fortified by evidence and author 
rities of equal respectability to those which I 
shall myself adduce. It was my original in- 
tentioji to have confined, as it was my right sg 
to: do, this privilege to those only, who like 
myself, affix, their names tq their publications. 
But with ^ a confidence of the strength, the 
rectitude^ and honor of the cause which I take 
iip iny feeble pen to defend, conscious of my 
perfect knowledge; of that case, I here enlarge 
the limits of the privilege, and I re-assert, 
that if .any anonymous - person chooses to 
enter the lists, and fortifies his assertions by 
4gfoidence and authorities of equal respectability 
to those which I shall adduce, I here engage 
to answer him. But in no other case shall I 
^ver w»te a single line, or take the smallest no- 
^tioe-of what may be printed, or pubhshe(f# 



iusub mitting this appeal to the British pub- 
lic, I claim the allowaices due to' a soldier, who 
having sferved in difFerent situations^ in different 
countries, and in different dimktcs,' and; who, 
in discharging the duties of those stations to 
which he was called, has had few opportunities 
of aj^lying'himself to literary pursuits, at cut 
tivating a tstste for classical erudition ; of 
my learning therefore I say ndthihg, and I 
purposely- do so, because most thoroughly 
"conscious of my deficiencies : indeed I am 
quite certain,' that the informed reader will 
have perceived even before he shall have 
read the sentence which I how write, that 
syntax and prosody have not been my favor- 
ite studies, and that I am unskilled in the 
knowledge and - beauties of composition^ I 
solicit indulgence however on this sc6re, (not 
that I do not consider it in- some measure the 
duty of any man who addresses ' the publid, 
to. dictate his sentiments not only in* the lan- 
guage, but in the style of a gentlertiaii, who 
certainly ought to be a scholar,) but that 
engaged in a military course 6f life, it h*s not 
been in my power to attenti to those depart* 
ments of literature, which serve to polish the 
style to purity and perfectidn, and which give 
an interest to a writer*^ narrative, which a 
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petwHf finq^ialified as I am ia tfieise' it%^^% 
cannot holpe to attain. I never i^ould haVe off 
fered thcstf feinarks or observations^ if upon refltec-* 
tion I were not frily convinced, that the moment- 
ous $ubjeot on \thich I have now resolved to 
address the British Empiie^ did not imperiously 
call upon me, as a man, as a frieiad, and I 
ihall ad4 " JaSt bnt not least," as a soldier, 
who ha9 ihc honor of Ms king and countiy sin- 
cerely and ntiaffoctedly at heart, who hm given 
indisputable proofs of the loyalty and zeal 
with whidi he is, andl ever has been a^mated, ' 
and \(^ho is Aow actuated by the putiest inten- 
tions both to tbe honor of the service, and the 
tveMare of his country, to give a full, and im- 
pftrtiat statement af a ^uestim^ which, if either 
mistaken or not thoroughly nndferstood, may 
in one mimaent ^clip^ ti^e reputations, totally 
hh»t 4he hdpe^i nttetly destroy the faatftnc; 
and break the spirit of ^ny officer^ who is 
dtmilar cao'cum^tances, may not possess the 
e&traocdinary fortitude of mind, the firm con* 
atitntioh of body, and the large pecuniary as^ 
aiataB0i of friends, which the subject of the 
poeseiK -addvessi Colonel Picton, has fbrtun* 
at^ for hiinself/ and eventually, I trust, for 
%e interest and honor of the British army^ 
ahewii Mtnsdf possessed of on tins most novel 
and most trying occasion^ 



These are my motives and reasons, for under-* 
taking the task which I have assigned to my*- 
self i they will be quite sufficient, I am certain, 
to the mind of every generous, and liberal man ; 
but for another class of persons, for those 
^hose heads are better thim dieir hearts, amd 
/or those ivho I hope form a more ^umefoin^ 
dajss In sooiety, and i^uire tkat their informa^^ 
tion should ^ be enlarged as well as their hearts 
eKpaaded, for those Wo classes I have ano- 
ther aud a different answer, which my w6rk 
win, I flatter myself, bear me out in givmg 
them, with that confidence which a Uborious, 
unwearied, and impartial application to the 
subject should inspire ; it is this, that feeling 
and believing that I understand this case, that 
is, as far as an Englishman can be informed 
upon a subject forieign to the pursuit perhaps of 
the most studioys scholar, or the most gene- 
rally informed man in the kingdom, I hope to 
be able so to dispose my matter (for argument, 
as the question stands, I shall not have very 
great occasion for,), as to render th« question 
intelligible to every fnau of common sense, ot 
discernment. This is all I aim at ; my reflec* 
tions shall be short, and concise j I intend nor- 
thing more than giving to the public just ^md 
honest information, leaving it to tliat public to 



majfe iU own deductions with the impartially 
ty, generosity, apd cipidour, ■ which certainly 
characterize the ultimate decision^ Qf the great 
mass of the BRITISH NATION, 



. t 



5 Xf js idle. to. say, or to wish that the 
subj/ect had bieen. taken up by ^bler hands ; I 
am. satjtified that to be di^ussed, alid disn 
cussed . perhaps by . sofn^ person^ of the b^t 
taleqts , afld information in the gountiy,^ the 
bu^ipe^s re^quires only that it should ^ pub- 
licly known^ and und^stood; at pr^sei\t it is 
known o;ily to \}e misunderstood, aipid mis- 
represented. As for myself, I shall not be 
di$credite<^ when I §ay^ if I conceived that 
abilities^ mean perhaps and moderate as 
mine are, could be of tl^e lea^t disservice to 
the cause of Coloii^l Pipton, I should neve^* 
have hazardpd i^\ie character of a sincere, 
but incjiutio^is friend; J havp Ayeiji weighed 
the ground Qti yrhich he stands^ ^nd with 
every consideratipi} of fiiendship, of prudencCt 
with 4 minute and sprupulous attention to th^ 
whole qf his case, I have yentuved this pub-r 
lication |;o tjie people of IJngland, firmly 
and confidently relying on the sentence \ylvcljl 
they §haU pronounce upon it. 



^■i 



Having thus announced my intention to dis<;uss 
a pdnt of Colonel Picton's administration, thfe 
consequences of any ignorance, or any misun- 
derstanding of which may be, as I have before 
said, in one moment fatal to the peace of mind, 
to the future hopeis, or the private fortunes of 
any officer, who may find himself placed in si- 
milar circumstances, I consider it totally uii- 
necessary to enter into any account of the 
opportunities I have had of obtaining infor- 
mation upon that particular point. I do as^ 
sert that on this question " Whoever runs 
may read :" the authoritiet^^vB^^ I give are 
in a great Aeasure open 1:o^\Vny ; gentleman; 
who will take the trouble, as< I have done, 
of looking into them. But wheif I speak of 
the .general conduct o^ Colonel Picton during 
his arduous command^ as( Governor and Cap^- 
tain General of Trinidad, it may, in that case, 
be right and proper to inform the public from 
what sources or opportunities of infovmation 
I derive my opjnlons. I think it requisite 
therefore to state, that I was appointed by the 
late Lieutenant General Grinfield Comman* 
der of the Forces in the Windward and Lee- 
ward Charibbee Islands, &c. to the confiden- 
tial situation of Military Secretary, that I 
attended him to that countiy, and during the 
performance of my duties in that depart- 
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meat, I had the satisfaction of accompanying 
him to Trinidad on a military inspection of 
that Island: I afterwards had the honor of 
accompanying him on the different successful 
Expeditions which tpok place during his comt 
mand, (in whiqh Colonel Picton bad ^ dis« 
tinguished share,) ai^d was select^ to brings 
home the dispatches ^nQouncing the conquests 
achieved under his orders, which procured m« 
the rank of Major in the Army. There i^ 
no officer in the service^ I will be bold tof 
say, who is not well aware of the various 
opportunities which the situation of Military 
Secretary presents, of attaining 6or?ect infprr 
mation on eyery subject coimected with tlic 
whole rai^Q of military Duties in the West 
India Islands ; the knowledge, both local an4 
general) of pla9e and position; the account, 
both personal and epi«tolaryi of persons and 
circumstances ; in short, it ^embfacesi in its 
range the copipr^hensiye extent of every trans- 
action occurring in every jatt of tbi^ widely 
e:^tended Archipelagos, and presents tq the 
curious or inquisitive mind not only the best 
opportunities for knowing the present trans? 
actions, but by connecting }um in clpse rcr 
lation with all those persons who have pre* 
ceded him in many high official Departments, 
affi^rds him the surest means of ascertaining \titl]| 



truth and e^actne^s, the history of every 
preceding jbus^ness, which from iany motive 
he may be tempted to eximine. What use 
. I have made of these advantages in encreas- 
|ug the stock of my information as an ofiicer^ 
it would be piost unbecoming in ipe to say: 
I have not failed in diligcnpe ; on that ground, 
piy recollections affbrd me much satisfactioU. 
The jnyaluabje connexions I had the oppor^ 
tunity of forming there, are jny prime sources 
of pleasure ; and if I may be permitted her^ 
to iq4ulge thi^ pleasing reflection, the liberal 
reader vjll surely pardon me, when he learns, 
^hat it was by my official situation in the 
West Jpdies I had the happiness tq become 
acquainted with the distinguished subject of 
thi? letter, that it was through that dearancf 
honorable connexion that | am called to raisd 
liiy VcMce ip a cause;, which adds to the charac- 
ter of every man wljo takes a part in it's de* 
fence, and that through the sartte channel 1 had 
^he honor of associating myself in friendship 
?jrith n^mes, that will live in the hearts of 
the people of England, and in Its history for 
ever, with Afajof General Frederick Maitland, 
and Sif Sanjuel Hood, and many others, whose 
lives and whd$e deaths have foimed example^ 
fruly wortliy qf the motion of ev^ry Brt- 
^ Officer 
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jSTATEMENT, 



Colppel Pigton entered the army in the year 
1771 as an ensign in the 12th regiment of 
foot : he served in Gibraltar under Generals Sir 
Robert ^oyd, and J-ord Heathfield, from thp 
year 1773; to 1778, He got his company in the 
7^th regiment, of which hjs uncle, General Pic-r 
ton» now a full general in the qrmy, was then 
colonel, and to whQpii his ]V][ajestyi in the most 
gr^ious mani)€;r, and without t\k^ smallest 
$o^citatio^ on the part of the general, or I 
believe, any expectation of so distiuguUhed. 
a mark of royal fayor, gave the colonelcy of 
the )2th regiment, with this most distin-s 
guished proof of royal approbation when he 
went to court tp kisi^ h^nds on his appoints 
ment For the honor of the. Sovereign it 
should be recorded, and I trust that General 
Picton will pardon me for inserting it with^ 
out his approbation. The Sovereign, on the 
generaVs approaching him said, " General, da 
yoi; know to whose recommendation you are 
indebted for the colonelcy of the IS^h re-. 
giment ? The General bowed to the Sovereign 
in his usual clignified manner, '* Tq. Captain 
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iprcton of the grenadiers of the 12th regl« 
pient, for his gallant conduct in Germany."* 

Colonel Picton. remained a captain for the 
Jojig period of sixteen years, from 1778 to 
1794. I|i 1783 Jie commanded the seventyr 
fifth regimeqt, then quartered in Bristol, and 
by an > intrepidity of conduct, and a daring 
resolution of mind, which on every perilous 
emergency marjc the character and features 
pf superior men, quelled a mutiny which 
J)roke out in that regiment, aijd which from 
the complexion that it assumed in the very 
short spape of time that hii^ determined 
pourage perpi^ted it to subsisf, promised the 
pioi^t disastrous consequences. For thifif noble 
example of a true military , spirit, h^ received 
|:he royal approbation through the tl\en com- 
piander in chief Field Mari^hal Con\vay* 

From the year 17'83, whpn his regiment 
was reduced, Captain Picton remained on half 

pay until the year 1794, and reside4 chiefly 

• — ■" ■ ' I. ■ II.. . .. , 1 1 ■ I. , . 

* The General's masterly disposition of a small detach* 
ment, which he then commanded, as captain of the l^tH 
^cgimept, was particularly noticed by Prince Ferdinand 
when he visited his post, and being re^ported by the Prtnc^ 
^n oigh terms of commendation to the Commander in Chie^ 
ft w^,s immediately put into general orders. 
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ifi Tembmkesjiir^ in Wales, where his ancc^ 
tcm^ an aacient and most respectable familyi 
had long lived in the esteem and afFection 
of a numerous circle of relations, friends^ 
and acquaintances : for the character which 
Captain Picton left behind him in that coun-r 
*ry, I appeal to every man that kneir him. 
}iis enemies are T^umerous, it is for them to 
ransack that period, and to produce one in* 
fiance of conduct private or public, unbe» 
coming the character of a gentleman. - In 
the year I7;94, tired of inaction, and zealous 
folr service, while yet a half, pay captain, he 
^embarked for the Wpst Indies, trusting to 
his fortune and his conduct for that promo^ 
tion, to which a period of sixteen years with 
the rank only of captain certainly enti- 
tled him. Here he was soon distinguished by 
a great natural superiority of mind and in?- 
formation, and Sir John Vaughap, who then 
commanded in chief in the West Indies, gave 
him a majority in the sixty^first regiment. 
He also made him his confidential aide de 
camp, and havipg now a closer opportunity 
of discerning bis activity of mind, and talents 
for public business, lie appointed him deputy 
quarter master general, (by which situation he 
Obtained thp rank of lieutenant Colpnel) ancl In 
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l^hich departmait lie acquitted himsetf with the 
gi^atest credit aad honor, ^ Major General Fre^ 
dmck Maitknd, (and can I adduce a liigber 
character and authority) has oflten testified^ 
until the arrival of that most virtfious and 
dtfitingiiished olBcer Sir Ralph Abercrbmby in 
the West Indies in the year 1796. Colonel 
Picton was continued at the head of the 
quarter master general's department, and \rat 
called u{>on by General Leigh, who conx- 
manded in chief in the West Indies when 
Sir Ralph arrived, to attend Iiim to meet 
general Abercromby at head quarters at Bridge 
Town, Barbados. Being however superseded 
hi his appointment by General Knox, who 
came 6ut before Sir Ralph, he intended to 
fetom to Europe, but was requested by the 
commander in chief to remain, hoping, as he 
rcry graciously expressed it, ** to give him 
an opportunity of returning in a way noore 
agreeable to him,^' if .he would itmaiti the 
eampaign. This mvitation was too flattering 
liot to be immediately accq>ted/ and fae em« 
barked with falm on the expedition agaiust 
St Lucia, where the general sign^ied in 
public orders, '^ that all orders coming 
duottgh Cdonel Picton, should bts considered 
as the onkrs of the commander in chief.*' 
On the capture of this isknd, the general 
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without any solicitation whatever, reboih^ 
mended him for the lieutenant colonelcy of the 
fifty-sixth regiment. From St. Lucia Colonel 
Picton sailed with Sir Balph . on the expedir 
tion to Sti Vincents, which was tal^en hy 
storm. Upon the conclusion of this shorl 
but brilliant campaign^ Colonel Picton went 
with Sir Ralph to Martinique, and from 
thence to England, where they arrived to^ 
gether in September .1796. 

iSir Ralph tgAm sailed for tte West Indies 
in November of the same year, attended by 
Colonel Picton, and arrived in Martinique in 
the latter end of January 1797. The expedi- 
tion against Trinidad being at this time ; deter- 
mined on, the armament sailed for that island 
in the following mouth, audi the conquest of 
the Colony being completed. Colonel Picton 
was, without any recommendation, or even the 
least previous notification, appointed by the 
commander in chief to the government of 
that island in general orders ; and when he 
waited on Sir Ralph to return his acknow-* 
ledgments^ the answer of that great man i» 
worthy of being recorded: it was, " Colonel 
Picton if I knew any officer, who in my 
opinion ^ would discharge the ^duties annexed 
tp this situation better than you, to him 
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Would I have given it: there are no thanks 
due to me for. it" 

« a 

I have judged it right and necessary to take 
this short review of the military career of" 
Colonel Pictotty and of the rise and progress 
of his connexion with Sir Ralph Abercroniby, 
a character, which, for the practice of every 
pubhc and private virtue, ranks so high in 
the estimation of mankind, that I shall not 
diminish the little place 1 hold in the literary 
world, by presuming, to add one shade more 
of colour to that al]:eady highly finished picture. 
It is enough for my present purpose and the 
honor of Colonel Picton, that it should be 
known to the world, tliat he lived in the re- 
membrance of that immortal name to the l^our 
,of his glorious death, as appears by a letter 
which the colonel received from him in his way 
to the last scene of his triumph^ c^^e^ 

• 

Before I proceed to the immediate subject of 
ray letter, I conceive it also necessary to st^te 
to the British public, a few of the public acts of 
Sir Ralph Abercromby before be left the island 
of Trinidad, This is indispensable to their 
rightly understanding the proceedings which 
were subsequentiy taken, and built upon ihoi^e 



^Acta of His* tt^-kknomn^ I heikfvt td> €«tff' 
19 w in this cou9t];y> that, the island ci^itiilated 
living the tei:iiis to.-the oenqucior. Sir Ra^h 
^as a wise man, and an acute judj^^ of iuunau 
iiature^ as well as a great officer ; h^ had pre-** 
yiou^i information, of the kind audi class of peo^ 
pie of which the i^^d Wjsts cootpetftd; . hts In^ 
fttruptipns fm]^ ^is- Mafesty's gq^efsuimit 0a 
this poiat, J heliftire, .tan thu» ; .1 
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£XTJidCT. ..: 

"^ THE Islajid of Ttinidad k pdntod <m% 
as the source 6f great mi$clttef to the ftstkrh 
Islands^ being a shelter for ps^vatcers- ^vhcr 
annoy their t^ade, and afib^d^ an 4ayktm fat 
had pespk cf e&ery deseripdon, wli^ manthe 
privateers and row l^oats, whi^h mak^ depcei^ 
dations 4ipon the .coasts, car^iying/ offr fslave* 
and property: it is therefore recommended to 
Sir Ralph Ahercromby, if Jbe cfan collect a suf- 
ficient force without exposing the British Islands^ 
to make an attack upon Tiinidad, %vA i^ the 
force he can spare should not be ^nifiieient to 
heeppossesmn after he has taken Jl; to make 
&e attack notwithstanding, ;/or the purpose of 
icsirojfing or enrrying m)ay aU mlitwy storer 
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*' ami anas that he tnarffllid there, and fd seizt 
^ ^Hy and to stmt to JEnglafid, Hit BrigMidi 
^ and Ttnschievous peopk wAo havd made that 
^ Iskmd their home.*' 



In hb conduct aiid demestnor to it populatioti 
«o slTongly described arid characterised as it is 
here by the govemnient mstrifctiofas, and ill 
obeying the dictates of his av^ humane heart 
Sir Ralph well knew, that capitulatory tetms 
be^ifing such broad and incontrovertible fea- 
tures of generosity and magnaniniity, as could 
neither be misunderstood nor niisinterpreted by 
the meanest person in the island, were the 
surest mode of securing the confidence and per- 
manent submission of all classes of the inha;bi'^ 
tants, he therefore issued a proclamation oti the * 
landing of the troops, in which he granted them 
gratuitously^ and without any stipulation what^ 
ever, the exercise of their own laws, and tha 
instittitions that subsisted previouiS to 1^^ sar* 
rendei*. This was his^rst act 

From tlie weakness of the former govern* 
m6nty aoonMOflned to lilMe else dian to diviskms 
and du^icity, the tices of dnessmwy awi "Got* 
ruption prevailed to an ehormou^ extent M fh* 
diiSerent courts of judicaturiEJ, arid individuals 
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^jad |ouf^^ it ^0 Pm9^ to .apply Jai;. jiiflice 
ey^p, JA .affairs, ,cf thp, most i^/igfjij jaat^pe, 
Ih^t th^. €xe<:ution of the Ja^ys had, b^m 
nparljT sui^p^nded /or twelve^ wQi;itl|* bejfqjre 
Sir lialph Abercromby's arriva}?,:; 1 have 
pigged myself , to^i;e%r .i^ re^^d^rs for any 
impoj-tailLt fact which I state, to unquestioa- 
able authority; the sources of this informs 
tionare, . Mpssr?. Lynqh> Farfan> Begofifat, and St. 
P^> ajl magistratesi aiid planters of high respect, 
who had lived in the colony for many years before 
the ckpture> and Who have deposed upon oath 
to this effect. Sir Ralphs for the short 
time that he remained in the island, was 
beset by a croud of complainants, and im- 
portuned with repre^i>.tatjiona of the base and 
corrupt practices of the assessor* of the 
former government, which being proved on a 
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: '*' As mtoMdti is fi^qnentTy made iii the coxihi^ of thii 
ndrration of tbt alcaldes,*^ escriVanos, and assessors, it may 
BOt be improper to gireHoiaeMea here ofnitir respcctirie 
duties. - ' 

' The Spinish courts of justice consist of the tribunal of 
govermnent composed, of tl^ governor apd his assessov, 
land the tribunals of tha senior and junior alcaides in ojp* 
dinary^ both of equal jurisdiction. 



^ «. 
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ri^djekaminisuion of iS^ fects to be but too true, 
tiie<!otmtfatoderm Chief came tb the itsohition 
of anttUlliiig' that office in' tatty, and an En- 
glish gentlertiani Mr. NiheH, who had filled 
the situation of alcatdeof ikie &rst election, 
who perfectly, understood the Spanish lan- 
guage fit)m a ' rfesidence '' of nfiany yeart'in 
the colony; being recomnlended to him as a 
fit and proper person to fill a judicial situa- 
tion, he created him chief judge of the 



i^^i ■4*" 



The office of Alcalde Senior ^ni Junior U . contra^dis' 
tbguisned from that of an English justice of peace, by his 
carrying on 'all processes, ciyil and criminal, ix} the definitive 
sentence, witit the^a8§istan€e of an Avsessor^ but which seii- 
tence he is not empowered to execute without this decree 
kfid signature of tlie.gQvernpry who is; called. mpremQ jvdge. 
—->He is sometimes called Judge Lego^ as not being of the 
jprofession of the law, . 

Aji £$^aivANoisa public. scrivener, whoso attestation is 
requisite. tP ^llpqjblic decree^ or definitiTe sentfpnces. in ju- 
dicial piroqednres^ and to ^\ ptt)ili(V JO&trum§^t» gi writing 
whatever.— Their offices are the depositaries of the public 
records. 

An Opficul Assessor is a graduated advocate appointed 
by government to acc6mpa(py the ordinary judge in his deci- 
sions and sentences, and who^e signature relieves tbq judge 
from all kind of responsibility, 

2 
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iiifanid; an office niever before knowri^ in tlie 
count ly, and he drew up * \*ith his owii hkcd 
a c6de of instmctions by which he was to 
gov«n himiself, arid of whick the foHowing 
is a; coiTCct copy. To those instructions I 
beg my reader^s most parttc^ar afttentioii; 
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INSTRUCTIONS. 

General Sir Ralph Afeercromby^ K.B.^ 
** Commander in Chief of his Ma- 
*' jesty's Forces in the windward 
. •* and leeward Charibbee Islands, &c. 
« &c. 



J. Nihell, 
Esq. ap- 
pointed 
Chief 
Jadge. 



^^ The island of Trinidad having submitted 
** to his Majesty's arms, by the power 
<* and authority vested in me, by these pre- 
'< sents 1 nomiuate you John NiheU, jE^q. 
<< to be Chief Judge and Auditor"^ (during his 



* The offices of chief judge and auditor were distiuct, and 
had no relation to each other, although the general here 
unites them. The office of auditor wa$ also distiact from ihat 
of assessor ; it had no judicial functions, notwithstanding both 
were held b^ Dott Juan Jurado^ assessor to the foroiier 
governor. '"'•.. 
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Moj^ty'A pjeasur^) ovefr all aad . every , piut 
^\ of the .sa^d islajidst * and yoji . aa:e herpby « re- 
^' (f4fed an4 ommianded to perform and €x- o^dt^o^ 
'' «fut^.. all iMiiwr of tilings aj^rtaining. . to S|^S 
" tla^: aforesaid .offiGes> conformably to the id?- ^jJ^* 
^' stf ^ct^iplls , aad . powers you shall recdve 
from me thnrngh the Lieutenant Colonel 
Picton^ whom I have appointed governor 
** of the said island : tmd whose instructions ^nwwf«* 
and powers are x to be considered of equal 
force as if given under my hand. And ai 
" there was no stipulation (in the capitu- fp^^^ 
** latioci) in fevOr of the Spanish laws in J;?^<*>y 

* SirK.Aber- 

^' tf^ admmistration of ittstice. And as thet cromby's 

•^ ' . •; circular let- 

*' were merely continued by my circular let- tcr,&c. 
ter to the commandants of quarters, ma- 

« 

gistrates, ftc. in order to avoid the conr 
*• fusion which micht result from too strict special tu- 

^ ^ tnonty to 

^* an ac&erence to the .forms of that iarisiiru- departfroi^ 
*^ -dence^ under an iinglish government, yoti theSpimsii 
^<' will ilBceiye particular instructions from Lieu- ^^^' 
^ t^pwt Colonel Picton explanatory of my in- 
<* tentions. 
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** *And as I have judged it expedient ^ to sugpcmion 
^' su^end from his employment, the Assessor lessor geiie 

* ^ ' ral, and of 

^yOfenerah ^wd not to name any one. to ixU the office. 



instruetioM « that office in hw steady - jroiij are ordiered 

to proceed , ... 

Tirithoutan *' td proceed: in all'-eaaiies, wh^ether civil, -or 

assessor* 

^' criminal, mtl^out /it^ assessor, ^ altiumgh' it 
Judgment ^ TMyK bt wt^ttaty to ^ the fmm md ipirit 
wTth'^ltn ^^of thpSpaimh lipm^ JkviA I Hereby, dfcelafe 
S^ghwn. *^ that all sentences given and i%ned by 
s^nUhilt*, f^ you without the accompawfment of an Asses- 

whi^SSd- '^ ^^^i ^^^^ ^^"^ ^*^ *''"* A^^^ ^^ wiidity as 
^^^^ , ^^ if they were ^o aeeompametii and shall be 

1^ exect^ed in thfe,mmp, v^msnon and: or dinar jf 

V ft^rtn^ 



'.'« 



^^ And as I have received aerlous cdznplaints 

f* of the extortions practised l^ thc^ exaction 

** of excessive fees, and die malapplication of 

•^f useless and unnec^sary' ' proceedings in the 

^*. adtninisteation of justice by the escrivanos, 

tosh^lhen *' attornies, &c. You- are hereby required 

^p^oc^eli. ^^ to shorten and simplify the proceedings, and 

*"^'- ** to terminate all causes in the most espedh 

'* tious and least expensive manner that the 

-* circumstances of them Avill admits accord- 

ing to the dictates of your conscience, the 

best of your abilities, and conformably tQ 

^f the instructions you shall receive from Lieu* 

tenant Colonel Picton, although it should 

be contrary to^ the usual practice of the 
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^' Spanish governmeni. And I also give you AnAwky 
^ fall 'po^ and authority to suspend from officer, of 
*^ tftfor ^cjtnployttieAW all ^cnvdnos, attoniies, forextori 
**or «*hfer dflffcew >w!io ^Imll be guHty^ of *'*'°' ^'^^ 
*** extortf(^;^ contumacy, msJt conerarenUon of 
^^ your^i^rees: ' 






** III all <5mt causer «he paitli?s are to be 
^ aBowed >i»ii tq^peal fmm youir tribunal' to 
'^ the Kingr in ' couneii,^ when the matter in 
^' litigation exceeds 500/; sterling. Aiid in S,^"^? 
** all criminal causes the appeal is to the JgJ^Jj^^^. 
^ Governor, tfntf ho semens to be e»eeutM un^ £^u!^I 
^^ til ppproced of bjf'hifn. ««»«"- 
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*^ lOiveo under my hand and seal m the 

*' Pbrt of Spain^ island of Trinidad^ 

. *^ -this fii-st day c^ Marbh, m the year 



(Signed^) *' R. AB^CRoidBT. 

<^ Bjr order of Ws ExceHencjr, 

• «< SecrctBiry.'* 



^ Pijf^ was^tha ^ecpnd i»p<MtMlt; act Wl the 
Cqi^mnQcidr in Chiei^ b}\ tl|e MTan^^fimn^ 

!g^4tw^* Silt fUl^k ^miied. Ifior ^^litniqjiie^ 
)9^viqg Cp)<^^ Picton ib tfafe pQisffieMott * of 
his arduotis govemmenl. ' -I 'SkgJI • Ao^. "rery 
briefly nte^tiotl the gki^^ state and popuia*- 
ti|9fi ^f' t^€:'i#si^ 4t thb vp<^riodw ti£ixiiii the 

)ffti , i^ #p^<f^ ^ ^t^ th&' ^ ti^ai pofttlattcmv of 
l^e is^nd in 1,7S>7 ^iiMmnie^ .tGH». 17^718 pj^iv 
$q^, .of which numhef<>^9^I5l imier vthits 
p00pk(, IS^i^, l^pfiwsh,^' aoxl^Sresn^; :4,47tt 
were Mulattos, or asi tMy* are ' eidk^w people 
of color of difi^rent countries, French, BfBXkt 
if^i 8sc'i IQjOOS ^veft,: aikii 1^6^ Indians* 



IX. 



The, p^ortiw^ of whites^ i^ jfirffowsji 
<^ English. •;,..».v^'.U*«i»0f]tO« 

Spanish .505. , 

French.... 1,036. 



la 1801 the population had increased to 
24j33ft ^hI in 1 802, the year before Colonel 
Picton left the settlement, it had increased 
to S,S^77i 2,Ji6l of whom were white pco* 
pie, 5,275 free oJlored people, 1^9,709 were 
slaves, and 1,232 Indians. 
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the anount^iif the fiopulaAloii, >ii»di^tbeTpM- 

Engfefr, Mulattos, -itmd $laVe» boipe to -etch 
other at Uie^ pfrtod^wfam Cotonel Fictoa- as^ 
mmcd, and' ii^iiqws1i«4 thct gev^mmeiit X 
]iave: ^a-HGilready stated th^ cbaraeter MilMch 
the CoiilinaQfier m Chief teeeived- of this 
mhted popuifetioii fifm the; most aatheatic 
ol all ^otnonneotti tiie iBstrattiona' of the En-^ 
gi»h govfemmen^ (vide pa^e 16,): atrf ^to 
efin^e bow witB feunded^ tills descriptkm was, 
and to shew from the iinost irrcftagable prooi^ 
tile kind and piaiity of bis Majesty^ new 
fiubyects mr Trimdad, whom tlW Gonrnhmder 
m Ohifcf^had givien over to the goverrtoent 
of Colonel Picton. I annex a docnmcnt 
which no lAah can object to; it is an ex- 
tract from the laws of Greiiida^ passed in 
I784> vol. 8* page 23S; 



EXTRACT. 



•!'■ 
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: ^ Aa act' for apprefaencHng suspected per- 
mm 4A>mng Jrom Trimded^' Pieanable- 
* ^WShweas the scandalous practice ofearryiiig 
^ oiF sfeves by persons' who have mortgaged 
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^ <he : saipe, lOr whp j j^ ptbeiwm .. largjfly in- 
^ <kb^> ,aDil ibci, sstealingiiof, slaves cmt jof 
' the teg»l pes^gSiqiftipf.ft^ei:^,^ hjwWibectt.of 
^ k^^years fr9^piWfit,:?Wl4. proved, ruinous to 
? partki^kr €r«ditoi% j and ii^^nrioiis to the 

• general ci^it oC tliit colony. And wiiercas 
^ the p€^iriMW9 $^^ i^ «uch. rOb}>»:ies and 

• lipau^ hav/B fowd ftfld s^ntmi^/ito find a 
' r<f/ii;e anii lujfhirn 29 Mjs v/aii^ ,{/] Trinidad 
f for the slaves so takea ay^, and all ap-^ 
' plications made to thp ^veroiQr of tha( 

• island, or to the court of Spain, liave, hi* 
^ th^tto prqved fruitl^pst' ^ 

4gait)9 s^me act, ^^ause, S. .is tl^ follow* 
log pr^iphle.. '.And , whereas 8on|e persons 
^ have CQpieJrqm Trinidad d^d larked i^ these 

• islands, for the purpose qf^cdMcing apd carry t 
^ingoffHa^^ wd othej- persqn§ r^^ding in 

• Trinidad havp sent artful itegro or mulattQ 
^ slaves for th^ like purpose, and '^X is but 
^ just and reasonable to proceed with ^he great-* 
^ est rigor, against thpse yba re^e on the very 

• spot which holds out a retreat Jorjraudulent 

• debtors, and stealers of slavery and wJ&^re. 9a 

• redress or justice can be hadP It then enacts^ 

• That persons .CO wzi/i^r yh?»i Trinidad shall ^vo 
^ bond on their arrival v^ 1000/. sterling, to be 
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/ of g00d b^aviour ; ^id if such boud is no| 
^ given, such ^rsoa to be declared a vagabond, 
* andmtkMt amf other pr^ffkanfhat of usual 
"f 4)r ffitquent residence in Trinidad, to be com- 
^ emitted to goal' The dame act al$o enacts 
that ^ if aaivy slwe reputed to belong to persons 
^ resi(Ung m Trinidad, shall nbt procuie security, 
f he shall be whipped ^ud 'sent to gaol for six 
f months, .aiid the bonds of masters of domes^ 
^ tics coming from Trinidad to .extend to-^er 
' cure the good conduct of such domestics. ' 

In a previous act, passed in Inarch 1784, to 
nender process in chancery effectual, it recites 
f Inasmuch as many mortgagors, and other 
f necessary parties^ to suits have for many "years 
i past e$cap0d to Trinidad/ 

The first act: is still in foite, and Trinidadidm 
of any description, going to Grenada, are liable 
to bp apprehended zs vagabond^. 

The reader has now before him, from sources 
totally unobjectionable, an account of the num-^ 
ber,' tiie proportions^ the kind and quality of 
his Ms^sfy's new subjects of the colony of 
Ti^inidad: He has also had pointed . out to 
bim^ the two measures whiqh p^ay be consii 
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dered of prime importaajce executed bjr the Com* 
maDder iu Cbief» before he left the ialaiid^ 
thim^V ^ ^<>ciIaiiliKtioci gritntbig the cbncjiietM 
people their ancient laws and institutional^ and 
f econdly, the su^iraisiaik of an indispensable and 
indeed vital office, or officer in the old and for* 
jner goTerntnent/ 1 mean the jis^efsovy ai>d the 
creation of a new^and nnknown office, that of 
Chief Judge, witb extraordtnaiypowei^ m the 
perscm of Mr. Nihell, (vide page 20) 

I now come to the acts of the government of 
Colonel PictoBy hut before I proceed to point 
cmt any of the first steps of his admiiustra- 
tidn, I shall give the state of the military foFce 
nrhidi he had to preserve the ord^ and peace 
of the new establishment- I take this from the 
monthly state given in at the Commander in 
ChieTs office^ dated ^tetnber 1, 1797- 

Fit for Duty. 

57ih Regiment- . .. .' • .25» 

Detachment of Hompesch's or foreigners .....131 
Ktto of Soters FrendiB^gcoes*. ««,¥-* ^-«.*<^M 

Total 49g 

Vide MonfiiTy Stafe^ Appendix^ No. 1^ 



There was no mTlitia at the time. 
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COJhON^L PICTON'S GOVERNMENT. 



■j 'j 



GENIERAL SirHalph Abercr6mby sailed from 
Trinidad on the 28th T'ebruary 1797, and on the 
first of March Colonel Pictbn assumed the reins 
k of government 

1 'A 

The state and condition of the Island, thus 
surrendered to his power and protection at 
this period, cannot be better described thaii 
by giving a' copy of an Address which was 
pfesented to Mm* on the fifth day of April 
fd^llowing, and signed by a great majority^ of 
th^ most respectable inhabitants of all nations. 

• - ^ ' *• 

ADDRESS 



To his Excellency Thomas Picton, Esq. Go^ 
vernor and Commander in Chief of the Inland of 
Trinidad, ^c. Sj;c» 

" May it please your excellency; 

'^ The last governor of this^ colony for hiv 
'^ CathoUq Msyiesty^ peihs^ too vfuck^o^ifkd 



Si 

*' without pity onthe most tiiflidg discussion^ 
^' like a victim fattened till then only for that 
" purpose ! In sliort, who can deny that the 
*^ disorder in this point had increased to such 
** a degree, that a man destitute of onployment 
^^ or property might attempt any tluDg against 
•* a proprietor, because the latter, convinced be- 
*^ fore hand of the usurpation of ^rt of his 
^' piK)perty, and o£ the loss of the remainder 
** by the excessive Costs of justice, would have 
*^ rather submitted to the most violent assaults 
^' iu hid house and person, than have <fffeted 
^ any resistance to them. 

^* Such was the dismal but faithful 
" Picture of the Colony at the pe-t 
" KiOD OF its Conquest ; and that peace 
'* which it enjoyed (which alone had contri- 
'^ buted to attract that multitude of exiles 
** who had been forced to fly from the civil 
wars which raged in the neighbouring isn 
** lands) that peace of which they so highly 
applauded the advantages, was sold to us at 
the price of being devoured in the den of 
chicanery, if any difficulty obliged us to 
have recourse to justice, whilst our adminis^ 
** trkfors, in their dispatches to the court of Ma- 
'^ drid, attributed the rapid and unexpected in- 
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!« crdtie of ^fmlation to the effects of ir wise 
^ and viitaoiis adminifttraticAii. 

/* Wc have not thought ncceaiary • to give 
^S your £xcell6Bcy.a detail^ the juimerous acts 
*' just n^iitioiiecl You were rmPhng at the head 
*' of this government withoutAbtaining a perfect 
** knowledge of them, in consequence of the ne- 
cei^ity imposed upon you t9 pursue the aflairs 
of jui^tice already c^ommenced. What was your 
^* astonishment on beholdmg •such ih&itiy, and 
** how often have you expitssed your- indigna- 
** tion thereon ? Yes Sif* we will salyi that penq- 
*^ trated with the misfortunes of several persons 
*• who could not escape the claws of these vul- 
" tureSj, your Excellency wished to relieve themi; 
" but how could it be effected ? If with that in- 
*• tent you are obliged to have recourse to several 
** of the same men of whom we complain, whose 
** interest it is to support each other, and to bury 
*^.in darkness what we arc desirous of making 
*^ known to the worlds 

'* The zeal and anxiety which your Excellency 
** has manifested for the good of thi3 coloi^y, oan 
^* only meet with the succ^s you »p well deserve, 
*^ by assenting to the request that we now presume 
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,^^ to make, for the establishment of a superior tri- 
" bunal erected m the following manneri or in 
*' any other that your excellency may judge most 
" expedient* 

" Signed^ by a great majority of the 
^' respectable Inhabitants of all Na* 
*' tions.'' 

I G>l(Hiel Pfcton was but six weeks in the ad- 
taiinistration of his govemmenti when this Ad* 
dress, with the plan and proposition annexed, . 
was presented to 'him. Those who have the 
pleasure of knowing him, I beliere, very gene- 
rally alloV, that he is a man of great natural 
lalents, with a keen, penetrating, and discrimi- 
nating power of mind ; but notwithstanding his 
abilities, it was impossible for any man, how- 
ever endowed, to comprehend in this short 
period the whole circle of his various duties ; 
He was however skilled in the Spanish language, 
and was therefore capable of conversing with 
such persons as he conceived most qualified for 
giving him correct and useful information. 



* The plan proposed in the Address follows this in il^ 
original, bat being quite foreign to my purpose^ I liaye not 
inserted it. ■- "' 
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What is that sensible step which any cool, rea- 
sonable, and dispassionate ma^i would take in 
such a conjuncture ? the direct ansM^er is, con- 
sult .with those men who are best fitted, from 
their characters, age, circumstances, and abi- 
lities, to advise you. 



There was at that time living in the colony an 
old gentleman of the name of Don Christoval 
de Robles, who, for nearly half a century, had 
filled, with high reputation for honor and inte^ 
grity, the principal situations in the administra- 
tion. This gentleman was recommended to 
Colonel Picton. as a man of all others the most 
capable of directing his efforts for the good of 
the country, and of giving him a faithful and 
correct account of its internal situation. Colonel 
Picton sought his information with avidity, and 
I give from the original paper presented by Co- 
lonel Picton to the Committee of theX<ords of his 
Majesty's most honorable Privy . Council, the 
substance of the information and advice which 
that respectable and revered gentleman gave to 
him on their first interview. It is for -its. par- 
ticular purpose an authentic documentwhich no 
honorable man can question. 

.■> •■'.•■' ■■• • . ' .• .' . »u ■' ■ 
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DON CHRISTOVAL DE ROBLES" RECOM- 
MENDATION TO COLONEL PICTON. 

'* AS you have done me the honour of con* 
** suiting me, I will give you my hone&t and can- 
^' did sentiments on the situation of this colony. 

** The population is mostly composed of refu- 
^ ' gees and desperate characters who have beea 
^^ implicated in the rebellions and massacres of 
*^ all the neighbouring islands ; their principles 
'* are incompatible with all regular governments, 

* * and their inveteracy to your nation is irrecon- 
•*cileable. The timidity of the former govcm- 
** ment suffered their crimes to pass unpunished^ 
** and at your arrival they were actually masters. 
•* of the island. You may judge of the numbers 

* * capable of bearing arms, by the application of 
" the French Consul to the governor on the ap* 
** pearance of the British fleet, wheti he dflfertd 
** him the assistance of 3000 republicans, whieK 
• ' (hot being incHned to riiakie any rcsistaAce) hf 
** thought proper to declitie. ju • 

" To those you may add the Spanish peons of 
*' people of colour^ a set of vagabonds who casa^ 
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^* ally come over from the continent, and who 
*^ are ready to join in any disorder that affords a 
** prospect of plunder, and a great proportion of 
^* the slaves who have been sent here from the 

* * other islands for crimes dangerous to their safety. 
•* These people are now apparently quiet ; but 
^* they are the more dangerous as they are only 
** waiting for a favourable opportunity to show 
^* themselves. They att studying you and your 
^* garrison. A considerable portion of your troops, 
** if one may draw a conclusion from their con- 

* * versation and conduct, are not well affected, 

* * and may be easily seduced, and those people 
^* will leave no means untried to effect it If 
^' you dO/UOt give tin imposing character to your 
** government before the climate diminishes the 
" number of your soldierg, your^situatioft will 
*^ become alarming. If those men do not fear 
*^ you, they will despise you, and you may ea- 
" sily foresee the consequences. They have been 
^* accustomed to a timid and temporising govem- 
" ment j a few acts of vigor may disconcert their 
** projects: but perhaps you expect some co-oper- 
^^ ation from the magistrates and tribunals : allow 
** yourself no longer to be deceived ; there is not 
*^ a sufficient confidence in the duration of your 
" government to induct any one to commit him- 
*' self by a vigorous application to the law. They 
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^* are all apprehensive of reluming under the do- 
" minion of their old 'masters, and will be careful 
"not to expose themselves. They are besides 
** people of weak and timid characters, from 
" whom no energy can be expected. There is 
^' but one line of conduct by which you can ex- 
" fricatc yourself from all these difficulties. The 
^\ circumstances of the conquest have virtually 
*Vcombined in you the whole power of the go- 
" vernment. You are supreme political, crimi- 
*^ nal, civil, and military Judge. You unite in 
** your own person the separate powers of the 
*' Governor, tribunals, and royal audience of ca- 
^J raccas : our laws enable you to judge summa- 
'*rily, without recusation or appeal, Circurt- 
" stances like the present have been foreseen by 
^*our liawyers, who have provided remedies equal 
^*to the occasion. You are not shackled by 
♦^ forms or modes of prosecution. If you do^sub- 
*^stantial justice, you are only answerable to 
'■ God and your conscience/' 

Such was the language of advice and recom- 
mendation given to Colonel Pictpn by this ex- 
perienced and informed gentlemaja. The for- 
mer had acquired sufficient knowledge of the 
persons he had to deal with not to see its pro- 
pricty, and wcprdingly he acted upon it Some 
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transactions which' occurred in the island soon 
afterwards, connected with the principle of ad- 
vice recommended by Robles, and which have 
been made the ground of obloquy and accusa- 
tion by certain person or persons in this coun- 
try, it is quite foreign to the purport of this let^' 
ter to enter upon ; it is however proper to state, 
that General Sir Ralph Abercromby returned 
to Trinidad, after the expedition to the island 
of Porto Rico, in the month of June following, 
subsequent to the period when ipost, if not all 
those transactions alluded to, had taken place^ 
and after being fully informed of every thing 
that had occurred in the colony since his de^ 
parture in February, he was pleased to repress 
his entire and complete approbation (I know 
the fact) of Colonel Picton's conduct in the 
strongest terms, and he accordingly, in his 
succeeding dispatches,, recommended him to His 
Majesty's Ministers, as an officer in every respect 
qualified to fill the important situation of Gover- 
nor of thfe islands, . 

I have gone more at length, and may 
appear to have detailed,^ with more minute- 
ness than the immediate object of this letter 
would seem to require, the proceedings of the . 
early part of Colonel Picton's administration, 
and of his connexion with, and services un- 
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der Sir Ralph Abercromby. It serves how» 
ever two very important purposes ; it prme$ 
fir$t, that the acts of Colonel Pictoti, which 
have been branded as cruel, unjust, and tyrant 
nical by some interested and malevolent per? 
'sons, ^ere not only nqt considered sq by that 
great officer, but that he had, afte^ a secon4 
visit tb the colony, and upon a minute inspec- 
tion of all the proceedings which had taken placp 
during his absence^ ptx^iuxinced the highest eu« 
logiom in the power of a commander in chief 
to bestow, by a warm and anxious recommen- 
dation of (jolonel Picton to the protection of 
the Sovereign. It proves, in thp second place, 
what is more to the particular subject of my 
stat^aiient, that the basis^ or superstructure, 
upon which a.11 the proceedings, which have 
since become subjects pf public and jv^d^cial 
investigation, was laid by that illustrious pffi^ 
per, and whatever aberrations Colonel Picton 
might have^^ in foro cpnscienti$, thought pro*. 
dpr to make from the usual or geper^ fpmps of 
civil or criminal processes, that he was fully, 
copnpletely, and substantially bprae out by the 
^vice and e^j^slmpk, ;^nd by the large discre-i 
tionary powers and authorities given to him in 
the commission and instructions gfranted to^ 
Judge Nihell, which I ^av? already laid before 
my readers. 
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I have not taken up my pen to es^amine th* 
^hole of the conduct and proceedings of Gover* 
nor Picton for the seven years during whifch he 
had the honor of presiding over the colony ; 
nor js it my intention to make any application 
of the extraordinary powers with which he wa« 
armed by the abovp instructions to any particu^ 
|ar case : the duty which I have imposed upon 
myself lies within a much narrower compass j 
but although I have not considered it withiii 
t;he limits of my obligation to do this, and have 
accordingly narrowed my investigation to one 
particular poiiit, yet I have considered it highly 
necessary to state the general instruptions by 
which Colonel Picton was directed to guide 
himself, as the most satisfactory proof of the 
paution, the moderation, the wisdom, and high 
respect which he paid even to the most puncti^r 
lious forms of the laws which he was directed 
to administer ; by shewing, that notwitbstand-» 
ing the extent of those discretionary powers, un-* 
known and unparalleled as they were in this re-^ 
Jipect, they did not, in the smallest instwice, no 
not in an omission even of the most minute and 
3crupulous form, either influence his judgen 
jnent, or actuate his conduct in that extnlor-^ 
dinary case, which it now becomes my pro-» 
yipce tQ detail to the public;i and which fprnuj 
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the leading subject of this letter ; I mean the 
Trial an4 Punishment of Louisa Calderon^ for 
thei robbery of her keeper and ^master, Pedro 
Ruiz, of 200Q dollars, or 450/. sterling. 
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CASE OF LOUISA CALDERON. 

It Is sufficiently known to the British public, 
that in the year 1 802, during the administration 
of Lord Sidmouth, the government of the is- 
land of Trinidad was, as it is technically called, 
^^ put in commission," that is, in plain lan- 
guage, three persons were selected by His Ma- 
jesty's Ministers to fulfil the duties imposed upon 
them by that commission. I cannot better ex- 
plain the motives by which His Majesty's con- 
fidtotial servants seem to have been actuated 
in resolving upon what appeared to the gene- 
rality of the public , at that time a novel mea- 
sure, than by copying the words of the Right 
Honorable the Earl of Buckinghamshire, then 
Lord Hobart, and Secretary of State for the 
Colonial Departments, in his letter to Colonel 
Picton, dated July 9, 1803, when he first 
officially communicated to him the account of 
the determination of Ministry upon the adop-* 
tion of that measure. « It is as follows : ^ 



** The sentiments expressed in your letter 
** of the 14th December last, on the subject of 
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^ the future constitution of Trinidad, are so . 
" perfectly in unison with those entertained by 
** His Majesty's Ministers^ that you may rest 
*' assured ' it is not intended to establish in that 
" island, the form of legislature existing in the 
*f Old West India Colonies^ until the situation 
<* of it be such as to affbrd a reasonable ex-* 
^ pectation, that the measure would be advan- 
^^ tageous to the real interest, both of the island 
•* itself, and the mother country. The impor^ 
•* tance of this object has not failed to arrest 
^ the particular and attentive consideration of 
•^ His Majesty's Government, and in order that 
^ th^ may be emhled to form a determination, 
^founded on the best grounds of intelligence 
^ and informationj that can possibly be obtained^ 
•* His Majesty has thought it cvpedient to place 
^ the ginernment of the island in commission, 
** j^gi^gj that from the union of civile military, 
^* arid nifoal talents combined in the persons se^ 
^* lectedfor this service, advantages must arise^ 
^^ which cannot be ejected f torn the labours if 
^ any one indroidual The experience of your 
^ conduct from the time the island was first 
*• placed under your chai'ge, has induced His 
*' Majesty to select you as one of the persons to 

^ whom this import^mt trust shall be confid^/ 
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It is also sufficiently known that the persons 
selected, were Mr. Fullarton, Colonel Picton 
(then Governor, and Captain General of the 
island) and residing there in that high situation,) 
and Commodore Hood; Mr. Fullarton, whp 
was named first in the commission, arrived in 
the island, I believe, on the 4 th of January 
1803, and Sir Samuel Hood on the S2d of 
February following* The Commissioners were, 
to my own hiawledge^ received by Colonel Picton* 
<vith every mark of respect, attention, and 
hospitality. What the particular duties pointed 
out to them in their detailed instructions from 
the English government were, it is quite unne- 
cessary for me to state, but as it has been cir- 
culated with some diligence, both in this coun- 
try, and in the East and West Indies, that the 
review and examination of Colonel Picton 's ad- 
ministration formed a part of those instructions, 
I here assert, from a copy of them now before 
me, thsA no review ci* e:pamination of his former 
gaoemmenty formed any part whatever of that pa- 
per. Commodqre Hoody I am autliorized to state, 
from conveisationsr with him on tliis point, had 
no private instractii>n&X)ii the subject, and wjie- 
ther Mr. Fullarton ^leceived any, the public will 
\est judge fropi Ai^ owr^^'d^jcfaration toCaptaii^ 
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Shelton in Trinidad, as solemnly attested upon 
oath, by that officer 






COPY OF CAPTAIN SHELTON'S DECLARA* 

TION. 

Port rf Spain, 23d February, 1803. 

** On the evening of the Slst instant, I 
** waited on. Colonel Fullarton, by desire of 
" B. General Picton, in order to learn irhe had 
" made any arrangements to receive Commo- 
** dore Hood, the third Commissioner in Goun- 
cily on the next day; He immediately said, 
I am very glad to see you, and shall em* 
^' brace this opportunity of speaking to you in 
" private.^ I accordingly withdrew with him, 
'^ when he said as follows: 

** You are no doubt, Sir, acquainted with 
** the difference that subsists between General 
Picton and myself, and I have to assure you 
it has not proceeded from any intention on 
my part, as there is not any person who has 
a higher opinion of his zeal, abilities and 
energy: to his indefatigable perseverance and 
attention^ this colony is particularly indebted; 
^' and so far from my depreciatingy or wishing t4 
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lessen him in the public opinion^ I have to 
assure you that I hold the highest opinion^ not 
only of his abilities j but of his administration; 
*' nor do I know any person possessing more 
^' general information, or a more decided cha- 
^' racter^ and that / should think myself bound, 
as a man iff honor, to give the most ample tes* 
timonials; for in reality I Jhink he has the 
'* strongest claims ; and so far from my iHsap- 
*• proving of his administration, I should be hap- 
*' py to follow it; but my misfortune is, that I 
** cannot, at a moment, derive such information 
as he has acquired in an experience of si^ 
years in the colony. It has been said that I 
" have coalesced with persons inimical to him 
" and his government; this I absolutely deny, 
^^ and I dare any man to say so. In the situa- 
tion which I stand, I have declared myself 
ready to receive all descriptions of people who 
*' wait on me, but not to encourage or, counte- 
nance complaints intended to be made against 
General Picton; so far from it, that when I 
perceived any attempt of -this nature, Ihave^ 
^' invariably discouraged it, remarking that the 
prospective, and not the retrospect, was the 
system on which,, on every occasion, I was 
^* determined to act. My receiving person^ 
tJ hostile to General Bicton, and • whose princi^ 
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^ pled T dare say he justly censures^ ought not 
•* to he attrihuted as a fault As members of 

1 V 

^ this cdramunity I receive them; bat so far 
** from countenancing^ that I assure you they 
have felt my indifference so fully as to have 
" induced them to say that the joy they felt 
on my arrival in the colony has ^^been turned 
into mournir>g» Respecting my having sane* 
" tioned a mulatta woman, Duval, to remain 
*' here for a short time, it was not a measure 
*^ intended in opposition to the General, but 
^* merely to allow her to settle her affairs; and 
" if there had not been a misconception or 
misrepresentation on the part of Mr. Wood- 
year, the General would not have attacked 
** me in my own house, and in the presence of 
^^ njy a7i/e and family^ in so high and imperious 
V a tone. I 'have the character of an officer 
and a gentleman to maintain, and cannot 
easily reconcfle the harshness of such treat- 
ment. Notwithstanding, I beg you vsdll in- 
form General Pic ton 0/ way sincere wish to co^ 
operate with him most cordiatly; his infbr* 
mation will be of the most essential seroice in 
the plans which we may adopt or pursuty and 
his decided character mil strengthen our coun-^ 
** oils. I am perfectly awane that by unanimity 
*^ alone we shall auccecd-^^nothing shall bf 
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'^ wanting on my part. I repeat, as before!^ 
^' that I admire his abilities^ and his estensvoe 
information ; and I, of course, so far from 
censuring y ol ~ having cause to censure, ^y 
** part of his administration, that I shall ever 
" think it worthy of imitation^ and suchaszve 
** ought to follow'^ 
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Such was the substance of Colonel Pullarton's 
conversation, which lasted, I JbeKeve, an hour, 
reiterating his approbation and admiration of 
General Picton, and his hopes that I would 
do justice to his sentiment in my communica^ 
'tion. 

llOMRT ShELTON, 
Captain 57th Regiment* 

. Attested before the PriYy Gouncil* 

' But whether the Coilimissioners had> or had 
; not, authority to inquire into Governor Picton's 
admtnbtration, is very little %o the purport of my 
/statetnent ; I mention it, and the circumstances 
• connected with it, chiefly with, the view of ac- 
quitting, from the fullest authority (that of the 
Commissioners), the then Secretary for the 
Colonial Department, and the Administration at 
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large, from any knowledge of, or participattota 
in, a transaction of a very extmordinaiy natnre, 
which 1 shall think it my duty to bring forward 
before I conclude this Address. — -This, I trust, is 
a very sufficient reason for extending the limits df 
my paper by mentioning it 

I §hall pass over entirely the public trans- 
actions which took place among the Commis- 
sioners, until the day when Mr. FuUarton 
thought proper to state to the other two Com- 
mi$stoiiers, and His Majesty's Council of that 
island, the charges which he brought against 
the conduct and government of Colonel Picton : 
jthey were, I believe, presented to the Council the 
24th of March, and were dated the 12th of the 
same month. -The two Commissioners, Colonel 
Picton, and Commodore Hood, had dined with 
Mr. FuUarton on the 25th of February preceding; 
General Grinfield was also invited ; and I had 
the honor of being one of the party, by invitation 
from Mr. FuUarton. From the seeming attention; 
and respect which Mr. FuUarton paid to Colonel 
Picton on that day, I augured a future good 
understanding. General Grinfield sailed from 
Port of Spain on the 15th or I6th of March; 
and I take the date of the subsequent trans- 
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actions from a copy of the Minutes of the C^utt- 
cO of that island, now before me. 

Although not indispensable to my immediate 
purpose^ yet for the sake of truth, and of contra* 
dieting a report which has also been circulated 
with great industry, that Commodore Sir Samuel 
Hood joined Mr. Fuliarton in his charge against 
Colonel Picton, I give, from Colonel Picton'a 
letter to Lord . Hobart, a copy of the Com- 
modore's address to Mr. Fuliarton in Council^ 
on the very day when he presented the charges. 
This address was taken down by Colonel Picton, 
and printed in his letter, dated November 1804 ; 
a copy of which was immediately transmitted to 
Sir Samuel, then oil his station -at Barbadoes. 
He has been in this country for some months ; 
and although Mr. Fuliarton has had the hardi- 
hood to assert that it was not spoken by him, 
I do now assert, Jrom autharittf^ that such 
assertion is false. 
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COPY of Commodore Hood^s Address to Mr^ 
FuUarlon^ in the Presence ofdU the Mem^ 
hers of His Majesty^ s Covncil of Trinidad^ 
respecting a Proclamation of the Commis^ 
sim which had not been communicated to 
him by Mr. Fudlartori. 

'' But J was never consulted respecting the 
^' proclamation i and lam sorry^Sir^ that you 
^^ have so bad a memory. Do you already 
^f forget having asimred me^ that the procla^ 
^', m^timwas torn down by General Picton^i 
^' partizansS I am ashamed qfyou; ashamed 
.^.. to be seen in the same company. < Nbtmth 
^^ you^ General Picton — I shall be proud to 
*^ act with ' you on all occasions— you have 
^' never attempted to impose upon me — you 
*^ have allowed me to see my own 'way. I have 
^' never had any conversation jB)ith General 
^' Picton respecting the disagreements s but 
" as for you^ Sir (turning to Mr. Fullarton)^ 
^' your behaviour has been such^ that nothing 
^' but the paramount obligation of His Ma^ 
^^ jesty^s Commission could seat us at the 
" same board. I shally however^ request to 
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^ he relieved as soon as possible from so iis^ 
^^ agreeable u situation^ with a colleague with 
*^ whom I can have no further confidence. I 
^^ was in hopes you had been occupied in car^ 
*^ 'n)^^k H^^ Majesty^ s orders into effect^ by 
" forxsfarding the objects of the Commission ; 
*^ btit IJlndj on the contrary^ that every step 
*' you have taken has tended to protract them: 
^^ you haoe^ in the mjost arbitrary^ indecent 
*' manner^ taken advantage of my abccnce 
*' to suspend the Public Secretary^ contrary 
*' to the opinion of the Council and of youf 
^' coUeague^ who protested against the mech 
^^ sure^ and advised that the consideration 
^' should be postponed until my arrival. Jn^ 
*' stead Kf cordially co^eraiing mth General 
^' Picton^ you seem to have done every thing 
^^ in your power to inspire him with disgust. 
^' . The general dissatisfaction which your pro^ 
'* ceedings have given to the public bodies^ 
*' magistrates^ and respectable people of the 
'' colony^ is but too apparent. You are doing 
'^ every, thing you can to ruin the country ; 
^^ but you shall not effect it ; we mil not allow 
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I ask pardon of my reader for having thu^ di- 
gressed a little from my particular object; I 
now return : 

CHARGE AGAINST COLONEL PICTON. 

I find this chaige in the Minutes of Council of 
Trinidad) stated as follows : 

** For the application of torture to extort con- 
*^ Session from Louisa Calderon, a girl under 
^^ fourteen years of age, respecting a robbery 
" supposed to have been committed by Carlos 
*' Gonsalez against Pedro Ruiz, stated to have 
*' been frequently employed as an agent by 
*' General Picton. The torture is stated to 
*' have been applied two successive times, with 
'* such severity that the girl fell down in ap- 
" pearance dead, and there was no physician or 
" surgeon to assist." 



The charge thus stated includes three or four 
different crimes, which it is necessary to particu- 
larize, for reasons which shall be subsequently 
given to the reader, t The Jirst i^, that it was 
applied to a girl under fourteen years of age ; 
that is) to a person of that age whom the Spa- 
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lush law exempts from punishment of this kind ^. 
The second is, that she was punished under a 
mpposiiion of a robbery » The third is, an im- 
plication of Colonel Picton's improper con- 
nexion or interference in the business, by deno- 
minating the person robbed ^^ as an agent Jre-- 
" quently employed by Colonel Picton.^' And 
the fourth is,, that the punishment was applied 
with such severity, " that she fell down in ap- 
^* pearance dead, and there was no physician 
*' or surgeon to assist/* 

The" motives which induced Mr. Fullarton, at 
so early a period of his sojourn in the^ country, 
to advance a charge of this complicated nature, 
and so entirely contrary to the opinion and 
belief of his colleague Sir Samuel Hood, I have 
not taken upon myself to investigate. It is, 
however, neither unreasonable nor unfair to con- 
clude, that when, according to his own declara- 
tions, he received no instructions to examine 
into the previous government, and that when 
such an attempt was made by him^ it was 
publickly, forcibly, and with the utmost ear* 
nestness on the part of his colleague, not only 
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Tiie age of puberty^ by the Spanbb law^ fa twdit* 
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deprecated, but utterly decried and discredited,: 
and his veracity at the same, time in other 
concerns impeached and maintained before His. 
Majesty's Council of the island, and where that 
impeachment was supported and sustained by 
all the Members of that Council but one; I say, 
in these circumstances, it is neither unreasonable 
nor unfair, to conclude, that Mr. Fullarton's 
motives, in taking up tliis business, were not the 
result of a feeling or sense of public duty, nor in 
obedience to the requisition of public instruc* 
tions, 

r ^ 

* f • 

But if I cannot give him much credit in this 
respect, I shall not be deficient in acknow-^: 
ledging, that the taste, (if I may so pervert 
the real meanjng of the word) which he has 
shewn in the selection of his charge, argues 
. an acuteness of discrimination, which, when 
we consider the nature of the work he medi- 
tated, proves his ability in the way of crimi- 
nation. Excellence in any line should never 
pass unnoticed. Between him who most ex- 
elts, and him who most debases his nature, 
there is but the moral difference of right and 
of wrong. The wicked ingenuity of the act 
by which that difference is. contrasted may still 
l^e a subject/ of admiration, and the man may 
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be handed down to posterity an object of uni- 
versal horror and execration, while the record 
of his villainy yet remains a black, but extra- 
ordinary instance, of |)erverted talents, and dis- 
torted genius. Mr. FuUarton knew the tcntper 
of the happy country from which he came ; 
he participated in accusations which not Idng 
since had hunted down, by a hue and cry of 
unpopularity, the reputation and fortune of a 
man, whom the highest and most honored 
branch of the legislature at length pronounced 
innocent and guiltless. He well knew the feel- 
ings of the people of England, and with what 
facility and success every impostor before him 
had roused those feelings, which, according to 
their direction, cast so much honor or so much 
disgrace on the national character. Happy, 
too happy, I conclude, did he feel himself^ when 
he was able, with an air of great philanthropy 
and plausibility, to offer to the public a new vic- 
tim for popular indignation. Religion had lost 
its hypocritical cowl — Mahomet had long since 
monopolized all this trade. Patriotism had ex- 
pended its masks-~Wilkes is no more~the 
French Revolution is passed, and the civil and 
political liberty of England, • disjointed by the 
shock, wanted the cement and fiery infusion of 
an inhabitant of a new and tropical region to 
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support its weakness, and to renew its expiring 
strength. Louisa Calderon was to be brought 
from another world, and an hypocritical mulata 
prostitute, a self-convicted robber, introduced 
into Westminster Hall, and asspciated with 
Hampden, and with Sydney, to the edification 
and instruction of the present and succeeding 
generations*-^ Why, alas ! should this noble, 
generous, and lugh-minded feeling, the pecu- 
liar boast and glory of the English nation, be 
perverted to the basest and most degrading pur- 
poses? Why should every mountebank in po- 
litics, every bankrupt in fortune and in honor, 
l^e capable qf leading this charitable and mag- 
nanimous people astray, and of turning their 
^eling hearts and reflecting minds to the fur- 
therance of their own base and wicked designs ? 
That this has actually been the case in the business 
of Mademmelk Calderon^ I have no difficulty in 
saying that I shall be able most satisfactorily to 
prove ; I feel quite confident in asserting, tliat 
1 shall in this letter place beyond all doubt or 
contradiction, that so far from any violation 
being offered to the laws which Colonel Picton 
was directed to admmister, so far from any ty- 
ranny, oppression, or ill treatment bemg.exercised 
again&t Mademoiselle Calderon^ the most minut« 
and scrupulous observance of the most minute 
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ADd flcmpulous forms of that law was rigidly 
adhered to throughout ; that in every connexion: 
and relation in which it can be viewed^ it will 
be pronounced according to the laws of the 
tribunal under which she was bom, and under 
which the habits of her mind and feelings tool^ 
their risci a fair, impartial, just, and hbnora* 
ble trial. 



\ 



I sfaaH first state who and what the parties 
concerned in this robbery were. 

PcdroHuiz was a laborious, industrious Spa- 
niard, vho by economy, and indefatigable at- 
tention to little savings, had accumulated, (as 
many of my most respected countrymen have 
done) a sum of money to the amount of 4501. 
sterling, by which he extended his dealings and 
increased his stock. He sold tobacco at his 
Ahop) and dealt ^n mules and other cattle* For 
tliis last article of hi3 trade, Colonel Picton, who 
was himself a planter, and hereby gave the most 
unequivocal proofs of his desire, and of his in- 
terest to uphold the laws, (wliich are the only 
basis of order and of peace in any society of hu- 
man beings) had some dealings with Pedro 
Ruiz ; and as the third pB,rt of the charge (vide 



*' every thing that has passed in that transac-* 
*^ tiou on oath. 

^^ I \^ill relate the nature of the rack or tor-? 
** ture directed hy our law3> the circumrtapce^ 
f ^ under which it is to be appUed» and the ob* 
*^ jects on which it is proper to inflict it ; by 
^^ which means you will be able yourselves to 
'^ form a judgement, whether the application ci 
** this species of torture, the pickety on two 
'^ different days inflicted on Louisa Calderon^ 
** was any thing like the severity meant \>y this 
law. You wiir undoubtedly reflect, gentle- 
men, that in a process like this, as in many 
others, and in a country where French and 
'^ English inhabitants are obliged to administer 
** the laws, written in a language different from 
their own, there may be some deficiencies; 
and I will observe to you, geiitlemen, that 
the same laws direct thC' Judges in their sen- 
tence, to take into their consideration only 
the justice and real intention of the cause^ 
and not to stand themselves to ai^ defect 
of formality, which may have been omit- 
ted. Vide Recopilacion de Costilla — ^Tomo 
primo, Libro quarto. 'Tit. 17. Ley. 10* 
** fo. 603. 
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*' years."* At this period, which was the 7th 
December 1801, the robbery was cbmmitbed. 
In order to give my reader a general outline and 
view of the transaction, I annex an extract from 
the declaration on oath, before the chief Magis- 
trate, Mr. Begorrat, the Alcalde in ordinary, 
who conducted the law process against her, as 
taken froni the minutes of Council in which it 
was by* order registered. ' . 



DECLARATION of the Honorable Hilariot 
Begorrat to the Commissioners and Council^ 
on Wednesday 6th April 1803, relating to 
the Insinuations thrown out by Colonel Ful* 
lartqny mi the 2^th March 1 803, respect^ 
ing the use of the Torture. 

*^ gentlemi;n, 

^* In consequence of the permission granted 
'* to me by this Honorable Board of Council, 
*^ to enter upon the minutes my answer to the 
^* insinuation thrown.out by Colonel Fullarton, 
** respecting my conduct in the prosecution of 
'** Louisa Caideron, I tiow make a relation of 
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gone* Louisa returned at the noise of the 

robbery, appeared astonished, and declared 

*^ she was ignorant of any person having gone 

*' in or out of the house and of the rob- 

*^ bery.- 

** Oovernor Picton, on the application of 
Pedro, went to the spot where the robbery 
was . committed, nearly opposite to Govern- 
'^ ment House, and ordered Louisa Calderon to 
" prison. . Carlos Gonzales shewed the greatest 
uneasiness when the robbery was discovered, 
walked with great agitation here and there, 
•* and from street to street; he then returned to 
the house, lamenting the loss his friend Pedro 
had sustained. The day after, I received 
orders from Governor Picton to prosecute 
this robbery ; the same day, and the following 
** days, I took the depositions of the witnesses, 
which implicated Carlos, and I had him 
immediately apprehended; at the same time 
I sent for Louisa Calderon to jail to take 
her declaration extrajudicially in my own 
" office, in presence of the Escrivano Castro, 
" This I did in order to prevent the expenses of 
*^ the law, and to shorten the process. She 
denied the whole of the charge, and attested 
that she never had any intrigue with Carlos. 
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** Carlos Mjas called upon to give his declaration 
*^' in the same manner, extrajudicially, in my own 
^ office, in tlie presence of the Escrivano Castro, 
' " He also denied every thing laid to his charge, 
" denying also his having gone into the house 
" by the narrow passage near the sea side, 
^' although the witnesses had sworn to it; 
** denying also that he ever had any intrigue 
*/ with Louisa Calderon. Two days after, 
" she was brought from gaol to my office^ 
" to be again examined extrajudicially in pre- 
** sence of the Escrivano : she then thought pro- 
'* per to confess, making use of this expression, 
'* 'Now, Judge, I will tell you every thing.' 
** She then confessed, that it was very true 
^* she had for some time past a love intrigue 
'* with Carlos Gonzales ; that being alone in 
*' the house that day, he had solicited a meeting 
" with her, and that he came into the chamber 
'* of Peel ro Ruiz by the back door next the sea 
" side, through the narrow passage, at the time 
^* mentioned by the wittiesses; and having gra- 

* 

*^ tified his wishes, he went away. She ob- 
** served, that for her part she had not stolen 
"'the money, but would say nothing further. 
** Immediately afterwards I had Carlos brought 
from gaol, and confronted with Louisa, in 
presence of the Escrivano and the gaoler, in 
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" my office ; the depositiotis 6f the witnesses 
'" A^ere related to Carlos, and the foregoing 
circumstances repeated in his presence by 
Louisa. His countenance and figure instantly 
" manifested the greatest confusion and embar- 
** rassment. He then confessed, that he had 
" for some time a love intrigue with Louisa ; 
** and that it was true, that about the time 
" of the robbery he had gone into the chamber, 
" 'after having spoken to Louisa at the street 
** door, by the back part of the house near the 
*^ sea; and after having received her favor, 
" went away; declaring, that he had not 
** broken open the trunk, nor touched the 
** money ; and that basbfulness had prevented 
'^ his acknowledging the intrigue when first 
*^ examined, 

** The confessions of the accused, the de- 
*' positions of the 'witnesses, particularly of 
*♦ one of them, a man bed-ridden in a chamber 
'^ adjoining to that where the trunk was broken 
^' open, and who declared, that as he lay in his 
** bed ke sato Carlos pass by the narrow passage^ 
** and immediately afterwards heard the lock of 
'' a trttnk broken, and then saw Carlos go out 
under cover of tnc vcening^ at the time mm^ 
tioned by the zvitnes^i^ and tie accused. 
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^* These circumstaiices form tJie aubstence of 
** the aiFair, I immediately related all the cir- 
*^ cumstances' to Governor Picton, and told 
*^ him that it appeared very clOar that the 
** accused were actually the Jjei-petrators of 
" the robbery; but it was impossible to find 
** what they had done with the money.*' 






^^ I miist obserre to you geistlemen, that this is 
the only instance^ in which the torture has been 
applied by me during the whole time of my AI- 
*' caldeship, where under the immediate sanction 
^ of the superior tribunal^ I have been under the 
'^ painful necessity of condemning persons to 
** deaths to the pillory, and to be whipped; and 
*^ that' my natural feelings and sensibility have 
" evinced on these occasions, an emotbn full as 
** strotis: as those which the Colonel has mani- 
**fested, in the lamentable recital of those me- 
"lancholy scenes, could 1 imagine that these 
** Inquisitorial Researches had for their end the 
** pure principles of philanthrophy and humani^ 

I have inserfied in Appendix No, L the order 
of the whole of the law Process carried on by 
the Alcaldes, in ordinary, or Magistrates, from 
the commencement of Louisa Calderon's im- 
prisonment, by order of the Governor, on the 

F S 



7lh day of December, 1801^ to. the day of her 
liber^jltbQ, 5m. ike 17 th of August,. \S09i: I 
hHive pl^oed ^t i^ the Appendix, m order to keep 
wibroI(;cB .t)3W5. %e of my ar.rangement, and I 
I^iia^t my reader tx>, turn to it^ ^xfd look it ove£ : 
h» wm theii he fmUy capable of folio vviug- me 
through .the ordet lyhich I aball ofeser\fe in 
the following narrative, and to determine with 
9i9itidftQtipB , anothieF point, which h^s bee? tri- 
umpihantiy pressed upon as a substantial prQof 
of the tjEajiny and oppiession ^^ewn by Cok)nd 
Pictoa to thk iiwhappy culpfit— 'I mpaij^ the 
long period in whi<?h %he was^ confined in. gaol 5 
the d^erent mot^th;» in which the; proqes^ea 
wece executed 4re ttvarked in t^^ ipargin; so 
that by sioiiply carrying his- eye thK)ughaut, be 
win at Qne view be fully master of thi3 point. 

The greater part of the following account of 
the procd^ can- ied on against Louisa Calderon 
has continued reference to a source of authority 
b^yofid all ^question or doubt ; it is to the pro^ 
ceeding of an inquiry held as the title expresses 
it, and as it is mentioned in the Appendix^ 
^^ At a Cottrik fackien at the Council Chamber^ 
^' in Government House, Port ojP Spain, in th;^ 
*' Island of Trinidad, on Thursday, ttho. 2^c| 
*^ day of November, in the forty-fifth ^ year > of 
^' tlie reign of our Soveifeign Lord George 
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"?*'tlrti tliiiVI, t>y tlie Oraoft ttf Gtod- oF the 
•« Cnfted Kingdom of Great Britain and Ire* 
'* land, King,' Defender of the'FaSthi atid in 
** the Year of our Lord Om Thousa-mJ Eight 
^^ Hundred and Four, before hrs Excellency 
*** Thomas Hislop, Esq. Bngadier-Oenipral of 
*** His Majesty^s Service, and Lieutenant-Oo- 
^** vernor* commanding in Chief of the said 
*^ Island of Trinidad ; by virtue of certain Writs 
^^ of Mandamus issued out of his said Majesty's 
*^ Court of King's Bench at Westminster, for 
** the Examination of Witnesses, and for the 
"^^ recieiving other Proofs, concerning the Mat- 
*^ ters charged in a certain • Indictment found 
^^ in His Majesty's Court of King's Bench 
^ against Thomas Picton, Esq. on the Prosecu- 
^ * tion of ttis Majesty, on the Behalf of Louisa 
^* Calderon. 

" Present, 
" HisJExcellency the Lieutenant-Governor." 

To this authority I shall have occasion con- 
stantly to refer ; and to save my reader's time 
at^d trouble, I shall apprize him, that wherever I 
make use of, the words, " Proceedings on Oath 
^^ before said Court,'* they relate to the de- 
positi6ns sworn to before the Court so de- 
scribed. 

' Mr. Begorrat*s declaration concluded at that 



"point of Louisa Calderon's proce9s where slia 
confessed, in her extrajudicial* examinations^ 
that Carlos Gonirales had had connexion with 
her, that she had admitted him to the house at 
, the very time of the robbery, but would confess 
nothing more. I shall noW state, from the pror 
ceedings on oath before the Court, the sources 
of Mr. Begprrat's opinion of Louisa Calderon^s 
guilt, and the reasons which induced him to re- 
commend the punishment of picket to be decreed 
by the superior tribun^il, or Governor. 

Mr. Begorrat interrogated on Oqtfy befprp the 

said Court. 

*' Q. You say th^t the suspicions w^*^ very 
** strong against Lpuisa Calderon ; explain to the 
^f Court what those suspicions were to which you 
" allude, as far as you can recollect. 

" A. When I began the procee4ingsi, accor4ing 
*^ to the order of the General, I found that the 
" declarations of all the witnesses ..proved the 
" greatest cpnnexion between Liouisa Calderon 
" and Carlos Gonzales j that Louisa Caldefou, 
" by the declaratipn of the witnesses, appears 
" to have introduced Carlos Gonzales into the narr 
^^ row passage in t]ie veiy instant nientioned by 

* Extrajudicial^ not taken formally when upon the 
Bench^ and used as Mr. B^orrat saysj to pr^ven^ ex* 
peose^ and to produce dispatch. 
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" the witnesses of the robbery being committed, 
^^ and from the passage jnto the chamber of Pe<lro 
'* Ruiz ; that Louisa Calderon, in her first cxtra- 
" judicial declaration before me and tlieEscrivano 
*^ Castro, taken upon oath, denied any communis 
*' cationor carnal intercourse whatever with Carlos 
"Gonzales; that by her second extrajudicial 
" declaration, taken upon oath before the said 
" Castro and me, she then confessed to have 
" introduced Carlos Gonzales through the passage 
" immediately into the chamber of Pedro Ruiz, 
" when she yielded to all the wishes of Carlos 
" Gonzales, and then vetired from the chambei^, 
" but that she did not know where the money 
" was ; that Carlos Gonzales, in his first cxtra- 
** judicial declaration, taken upon oath before me 
" and the Escrhrano Castro, denied tq have had 
^* any communication or intercourse with Louisa 
^' Calderon whatever ; that the said Carlos Gon- 
" zales, in his second extrajudicial declaration on 
^^'oath before me and Ciastro, and before Louisa" 
♦^ and all the witnesses, falling upon his knees, 
^^ confessed that he had effectually introduced 
" himself through the passage into the chamber 
"of Pedro Ruiz, with the assistance of Louisa, 
^-* where he had oarnal connexion with Louisa 
** Calderon, as confessed by her; and that the same 
" intercourse had commenced four months before; 
<< 4nd that if he h^d denied, in his first Q^tx^r 
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'" jildicial'dcclkritioi>, to have mtroduccd hkhsdf^ 
" by the passage into the chamber of Pedro Rui«, 
'* with the aeasifiia^ce ofLouisa, and also his oamal 
" connexion with her, it was from shaine, because 
*^ he was a rnarried man; that thepeijury of both 
*' of the accused, the depositions of the witnesses 
** against them, and particula^y .the deposition 
" t)f One of the witnesses, who was paralytic, lying 
^^ in the bed distant from the chamber of Pedro 
" Ruiz about eight or 7iine pacesy stating^ that 
•* in an instant after the introduction of Carlos 
^* into the passage^ he heard the opening of the 
" wicket y and in a moment afterwards, tfie noise 
" of breaking open &f a trunk or box. All those 
" circumstances, and the great obstinacy of 
^* both the accused, to say any thing about the 
*-' money, was the motive of my official com^ 
" munication to the superior tribunal, re^pectJ- 
' ^* ing the picketing of Louisa Calderon.'* 
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This deposition my reader must, I a.m ceitain, 
,deem conctosive as to the point which it was adr 
'duced to prove, viz. That the Magistrate had 
sufficient reasons for grounding his susplcums of 
thegniltof Louisa Calderon, and of her" being 
^ accessary in the robbery of P^dro Ruiz her 
keeper* I am therefore now to prove, thj^t 
Mn Begorrat was sufficiently authorized in = pro-? 
loosing the inflictioi; of that punishmcpt, whipH 
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the rec(»nmtoded to the Governor m tfie feilow^ 
ing official act^ which he transmitted by. the 
'£scriv4.no Caatio to Colouel Pictoo as tfae-supe^ 
)-tor tribuimi 



t^giiciai €cn^^ of the AkaMi of the 

** In consequence of the strong sus^iiicHons his 
•** Honor entertams of the mulata Louisa Calde* 
** ron, a domestic of Pedro Ruiz, concealing 
f^ the truth relative to the liforesaid robbery ex- 
" pressed in these proceedings, and his Honor 
^ beifig' persuaded that she will discovei* the 
•^V' truth of the inatter, by means of ^slight tor* 

^ tti^nt bi^in^ iilflicfted 'on the said-Calderon, and 

• *■ ' • 

^* whereas his Honor Is not invested with power 
^^^ to execute the same, his-Eiccditency the Oo* 
^* verhor and Captain General of this island 
^^ *hust be made acquaint^ hereof,- witiv the 
*^ summary of this process by virtue of this do- 
** cument, to the intent, that his Excellency 
^* may determine, as may appear to him justice, 
*^ The Usual and requisite forma to be adopte4 
*^ atid obs^rVtd by the notary in this cause, 
** And in pursuance h^eof, liis Honor thiis de* 
"creed and ordered, and he signed ' heretOji 
^^ which I, the underwritten Notary, attest thk 
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<< day, the twenty-second day of the aforesaid 
*< month and year. 

^^ Before me, ^* Franci^o deCastro,'- 
(Signed) " BEaoRRAT.** 

Whereupon the said notary proceeded to 
the tribunal of the said Govei^nar and Qaptsun 
General of the islandi and the usual forms 
having been observed, I make known to his 
Excellency, the aforesaid act, as also the snm-^ 
naary in confprmity as decreed, which 1 at- 
test 

(Signed) Castro. 

And the said Notary, Castro, being askisd by 
his Excellency, the Governor, in what maimer 
he should give or word the sentence which was 
applied for to him by his Honor the Judge of 
.first appoititment ; he, the said Castro, dictated 
the form and words of the sentence or punish^ 
ment a3 requested according to law, which wa^ 
as follows, 

*^ Appliqueaj la question a Louisa Calderon,^ 

which, translated into English, is, apply the 

question, or torment, or tprture, to Louisa Cal- 

d^ron. 

(Signed,) <^ Thqmas PigTCtN.'^ 
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^* His Excellency the Governor and Ca{^tafai 
" General of the inland of Trinidad thus or* 
^ dcred, and he signed the same on the 83d of 
^ pccember, 180L 

^^ Francisco de Castro.'* 

*' I trantrmitted these proceedings to the Court 
^* of the Judge of first appointment. 

(Signed) ^' Casteo.'* 

I have said, that I should prove that the 
Magistrate was fully supported and authorized 
by law tq propose this recommendation, and 
to carry it ipto execution, Avhen signed hy the 
superior tribunal. 



Let us however, previous to this exposition, 
take a rapid review of the state of the criminal 
iurisprudence in Trinidad, previous to the con- 
quest ; I mean at that period when it is said by 
;fs oldest inhabitants, that the laws had been ad- 
piinistered with the greatest vigor; for at the, 
period of the conquest, and for some years he* 
fore, even Judge Nihell himself, as I shall state 
hereafter, acknowledges, that there was neither 
|aw or order. Jhis review will occupy but a 
yery short time, 
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..^Qualtfuxaiom and Pmer (f >4looH?^ % 

- The int)st correct iiifcK'aiaiioii 6n this subject, 
is certainly to be had from the AlcaWes^ and the 
JE§fyivano. .We shall begirt < with : Judge Nikell, 
on oath before the Court. ** 

" Q. How long have you resided in the co- 
•*lony? . . 

*' A. Between nineteen and twenty years. 

*^ Q. Was you an officer of justice at the time 
^' of the conquest? 

'" ji. I was Alcalde of the first electioYi. 

" Q. If the crimes of robbery, murder,, and 
'* rape, had been committed with impunity 
" before the conquest, would you not hkve been 
** the person most likely tt) have heard of them, 
** and would you not, by virtue of your office, 
*** have prosecuted them for these offisnces? 

" A. I certainly should have heard of them, 
-** but I was not the pei*son most likely to hear 
•** them, for these criminal cases were in general 
'** tried before the Auditor in the Governor's tri- 
■♦' bunal, criminal cases were generally tried before 
** the Governor and Auditor; and although the 
** Alcaldes were competent to take cognizance of 
" criminal causes, I never heard of any criminal 
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"cause being carried before -them during the 
" Spanish time-* 

**Q. FroniK your knowledge of General Cha- 
^' cone, thei^ at the head of the Govemnient, da 
" you believe that he would have permitted a man, 
" charged with crimes, such as before stated, to^ 
" have r^maifted in the. island v/ithout trial, and 
" in case of conviction, would he not have ordered 
" punishment? 

** A. I certainly found from my knoiVledge of 
" Governor Chacone, and believed him uttedy 
" incapable of -any nyustice; we all knew that he 
" could not have ordered, punishment without the 
" approbation of the audience of CaraccaSj but as 
" far as in him lay^ he certainly would have pr- 
•^ dered the execution, and would not have dared 
" to act otherwise." 

Here we have the assertion on oath, of the 
m^n who filled these offices at the very time of 
the conquest, and had been a resident in it for 
near thirteen years preceding, 1st, That he ne- 
ver heard of a criminal case carried before the 
Alcaldes in the Spanish time, although they were 



* I have inquired into this seeming anomaly, and I find 
that it was owing entirely to the rapacity of the Assessor, 
who, OA accouit of the fees arising from the causes, wished 
to ha^R^ them tried and decided in that tribunal. It has be>en 
before said tbat the tribunals were coequal in authority. 
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eotnpctent to try them; 2dly, That the ^ Cfov^f-* 
nor and Auditor, " sitting as Assessor^^ managed 
all these criminal cases; and 3dly, " That the Spa* 
** nish' Governor, every body knew^ could not or^ 
^^ der punishment without the approbation of the^ 
*^ audience of Caraccas.'* This fully proves the 
state and practice of the Spanish laws in Trini- 
dad, at the time of the arrival of Sir Ralph 
Abercromby, in 1797. 

1 have before stated that the first step of Sir 
Ralph was, to supersede and send out of the 
country the Auditor and Assessor of the former 
government, for his crimes and misdemeanors ; 
and that the second was to appoint the said Mr, 
Nihell to the situation of Chief Judge of the 
island. (Vide instructions, page £2.) He did 
not, however, interfere with the Alcaldes, who, 
as Mr. Niheii has deposed, were competent to 
try criminal cases; and notwitlistanding, he says 
at the latter end of the second paragraph, of the 
instructions to Judge Nihell, "You are ordered to 
" proceed in all cases, whether civil or criminal, » 
** without any assessor f although it may be contrary 
** to the form and spirit of Spanish /«w." Isay, not- 
withstanding this power which he was to exercise, 
•* according to the dictates of his conscience^ and 
•' conformably to the insttuctions he should receive 
" from Lieutenant Colonel Picton, although it ^ 
" should be contrary to the usual practice of the Sfa^ 
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" nish Gacemmenty " yet I do not find that he did 
act as a criminal Judge. The Alcaldes were there- 
fore the acting practical criminal Judges, and it 
is to them, and to their opinions of the letter and 
spirit of that criminal law, that we are to have 
recours^ as the surest autliority for its practice 
at the period mentioned Now the questiion is, 
what was the situation of an Alcalde of the first 
and second election, and what were their 
powers. 

We shall take their own depositions on oath : 
but first let us see what the chief, or, as I before 
called him, vital legal officer, left in the island 
after the conquest, says on this subject 

77ie Escrivano Castro^ on Oath^ 

^ Q* jHow long have you practised as an Es- 
" crivano ?; . , 

"A. More than eighteen years. 
. ^' Q. Is an Alcalde, such as Mr. Begorrat wag 
" on the trial of Loiiisa Calderon, obliged to be 
^^ graduated as an advocate, before he could exer- 
^^ dee that fiinction or office? 

** A. No Alcalde in this country has ever been 
" obliged to be graduated as an advocate. 

^ Q. Are the Alcaldes of the first and second 
♦* election now in office, graduated as advocates? 
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''A. No. 

*• Q. I« it not an elective office, and by whom ? 

** A. Elective by the Cabildo, audi to be con- 
*^ firmed by his Excellency, 

" Q. Have not these officers been generally 
" planters, or persons living in society without 
" being, versed or skilled in the Spanish laws ? 

** A. Always* 

" Q. Can, an Alcalde, when elected, refuse 
" the office ? \. • - , 

" A. Yes, subject to a fine. 

** Q. Wbat was Mr. Beg-orrat's employment 
"before he was Judge? 

** A. A planter. 

" Q. Was he ever graduated as ^n advocate ? 

^'A. No. 

*^ Q. JVaSriherein this island^ at the time of 
^^ Louisa Calderon^s trials any graduated advocate 
" with %vhom Mr., Begorrat, as Alcalde, could 
" consult or advise ? 

"A. There was none. 

** Q. What do you call such a Judge as Mr* 
^ Begorrat was, according to the Spanish law ? 

*^ A. Alci^e in ordinary, of the first election. 

*^ Q. Is there no designation of a Judge, not 
" graduated, in the Spanish law ? 

" A. Yes, lego, 

*^Q, Is not the Escrivano of a Judge Lego, 
*• Jlssessor to him ? 
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** A. When the Judge requires it 

" Q. Was it of the competence of the Alcalde^ 
^^ Mr. Begorrat, an^ of his UiHitoinal, to apply the 
'^question or torture, to suc^ a crime a^ kh^t ttriih 
" which Louisa Cakjkrpn W96 cb^ged and^m- 
"mitted? ' ' ... 

" A. Not by himself alone^ hut with theautho- 
" Tity of the Government. 
. '^Q. Was the application of th^ picket to Louisa 
^ Calderon, originally suggested by the defendant 
" the Governor, or by the Alcalde Mr. Begor- 
**iat? 

'* A. By the latter/' 

I fa&ve now stated the opinions of the Escri* 

vano, on the qualities and duties of an Alcalde 

of the first and second election. I have called 

him a chief legal officer, because he has deposed 

that he may act as an Assessor to the Judge Lego, 

when the Judge requires it, and in his answer 

to Mr. Hayes's * question, page 28 in the re-x 

turn to mandamus, who asked. him,. *^ you 

'Shave said that all the Judge's of the Spanish 

^^ law here, are lego, and that in such cases the 

" Escrivano is the Assessor when required ; on 

* * what do you found such opinion ?" A. * * On 
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* CounseUor to Mr. Fullafton, and tt)^led| ^< Bfuraster 
^< at Law^*^ ia the retam to mandaiiiiii*. 

a 
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'* the practical ia\vs explained in the Spanish 
** law books/^ 

• * ^ ^ 

I shall now have recourse to the Alcaldes 
dxetnselves, and shall hegin with Mr. Begorrat, 
interrogated on oath before the court. 

" Q. Were you the Judge on the business of 
^* Louisa Caidemn^ or were you acting by spe- 
" cial commission from General Picton ? 

" A.. The Judge who ireceived the first com- 
"plaint was General Picton, and he cortmitt^d 
" Louisa .Calderon to jail the 7th of DecJember,. 
'* 1801, and, I believe, on the 9th of December, 
** I received orders frofti General Picte»,^ as AI- 
**calde of the first election, to prosecute the 
"complaint, which I did to the 31st, on which 
" day my Alcaldeship expired^ whieh ^n»akes^ 
" twenty-two days attending to the business. 

" Q. Are you a graduated and ^alified advo- 
" cate under the Spanish laws? 
'. "A. No. 

" Q. As not. being graduated, how eameyou 
" to take the office of Judge? 

." A. To undertake the office of Alcalde in or- 
". dinaiy, it is not necessary to be a graduaJted 
" advocate, nor to know how to write, or to read; 
, " when any member of the community is elected 
" to such office, he is obliged to accept it, and if 
" he does not accept it, he is by law subject to a 
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** penalty^ and rendered unable to fill any public 
" cliarge, and on that account not responsible for 
"any defect or informality in the proceedings. 

" Q. As specially delegated to take charge of 
" the cause of Louisa Calderon, was it with your 
" sanction that she was put on the picket ? 

"A. As Alcalde in ordinary of the first election^ 
" I had not sufficient authority to administer the 
" picket to Louisa Calderon without an Assessor^ 
** who ought to be a graduated advocate^ and as 
" there was not such to be found in the island, I 
** was obliged, according to the law in such cases, 
"to consult with the superior tribunal; I ordered 
" the Escrivano Castro to pass to the superior 
" tribunal the declarations and confessions of the 
"accused Louisa Calderon and Carlos Gonzales, 
" observing, at the same time, that suspicions 
" were very strong against Louisa Calderon and 
" Carlos Gonzales, and I thought her being put 
" on the picket for a short time would make her 
"confess. 

r 

" Q. Had there been a graduated advocate pre- 
" sent, wQuld not the appeal to General Picton 
" have been unnecessary ? 

" A. I would have been obliged to have gone 
" through the business with the Assessor *till the 
" definitive sentence, but I should have been up- 
" able to put the sentence in execution without 

a S 
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'^ the authority and confifmation of the superior 
" tribunaU 

^* Q. Were you ever warned by Castro of the 
" formality of letting five days pass after the 
" decree, and before the execution of it ? 

" A. No : and if he had done so, I have always 
" shewn too much respect for the law not to have 
" allowed it.; but I knew Castro, as Escrivafto, 
" was obliged to advise me of all the formalities of 
*' the laws as a Judge Lego and Imperito ; but 
** as far as lean understand the taw, I found in the 
y author Bobadellia, that being authorised by the 
" superior tribunal, in such cases I could adminis* 
* ter the torture without any kind of communico' 
" tion to the accused. 

" Q. Was the picket ordered to Louisa Cal- 
** deron a Spanish mode of punishment, or were 
" you at liberty, as a Spanish Judge, to apply the 
" mode of torture as you thought most advisable ? 
" A. The modes of torture are not absolutely 
*' defined by the Spanish law; it is left to the 
" discretion of the Judge, and recommended by 
" the law to the Judges, to administer torture 
" according to the constitution and strength of 
"the accused; and as I did not consider the 
^^ picket in the jail but as a very slight torture in 
" comparison to torture used in Spain, I ordered 
* " it iu preference to Louisa, 
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" Q. You say that the mode of torture is dis- 
•' cretionary in the Judge ; did you collect that 
" from the instruction of other persons, or from 
" the Spanish law books of authority ? 

" A. There being no Spanish lawyer of authority 
" in the country j I resorted to the different law 
^ books which I could procure on the subject.^ 

To illustrate further the power of the Al- 
caldes, I shall insert JVIr. Begorrat^s answer to a 
question put by the Court : 

** Q. You observed, in the first part of your 
** evidence, that the picket was in the first iu- 
" stance administered to Louisa Calderon by the 
'^ authority of General Picton, all the power of 
** the supreme tribunal being vested in him, did 
* ' the second application of the picket take place 
" alike from the orders of General Picton^ or did 
*^ youy as Judge in the cause^ direct it to be admi* 
^' nistered? 

** A. When a Judge receives authority to ad- 
*^ minister the torture to a criminal, it is done in 
** order to discover the truth : the torture can only 
* ^ be administered during one hour at one tinie, 
* ' but may be repeated twenty-four hours after- 
♦* wards J I had therefore no necessity to make a 
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'^ second application to the superior tribunal for 
*^ that purpose. 
** Q. Previous to the capture of the island hy 

* * the English, was there not an appeal from the 
'* decisions of the Alcaldes in ordinary to the 

* ^ Governor in Council, or to himself as the chief 

* ^ magistrate of the island ? 

" A. No. 

** Q. To whom was such an appeal ? 

*^ A, To the royal Audience of Caraccas, or 
'* the superior tribunal. 

" Q- Was there not an intermediate tribunal 
*^ of appeal at Cumana, nor any^ other inferior 
^^ tribunal there? 

"A. No.'* 

I shall state the opinion of Mr. Farfan, a 
gentleman who was Alcalde of the first election^ 
and who knew the island from his birth. 

Mr. Farfan^ an Oath. 

*' Q. Are you a graduated advocate? 
" A. No. 

" Q. How came you to accept the office of 
« Fijst Alcalde ? 

** A. Because it is not necessary to be a gra* 



^ duated advocate to accept the office, and be- 
*^ cause, when elected, a fine is imposed on refusali 
*' and many other disabilities. 

" Q. Not being a graduated advocate, why 
^^ did you not call on qw to be your A$9e$8or ? 

*^ A. Because there was none in the island siftet 
^* the dqiarture of Doit Juan Jurado, rvkq went 
^ off the island according to the orders left by 
'^ General Sir Ralph Abercromfay soon ^fter the 
♦^ coiiquest. I think that order is to H found 
** among the instructions left mth Mr. Jdhn Ni^ 
'^ hellf who was directed to act according to bis 
*^ conscience, without the aid of a lawyer, and that 
^' sentences given without the aid of a iawyer 
^* wiere to be equally valid. 

^* Q. Do you conceive the instructions. left by 
^^ Sir Ral^ Abercromly to Judge Nifaell bindings 
** on you and on all succeeding Alcalde^ ? 

*^A. Certainly. 

^^ Q. Was the crime of I/)uisa CaHerqii of 
'^ such a nature as to legally audiorise the ap- 
'^ plication of such torture tp hpr } 

^'A. Yes/' 
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Mr. St. P^j on Oath. 

** Q. How long have you been resident in this 
^ Colony ? 

" A. Twenty-eight years and upwards. 

" Q. Had you any public employment during 
" the Spanish government ? 

" A. I was Regidor in 1784 and in 1787; I was 
^ also Alcalde de Barrio the_ two following years^ 
*^ and commandant of the quarter of La Brea 
** afterwards. 

*^ Q. Had you any public employments after 
" the conquest of the island, and what were they? 

"A. I was a member of a committee of seven 
*' inhabitants, which was established here for the 
^^ judging negroes accused of poisoning : I believe 
" it was in the year 1 800. I was Alcalde in or- 
" dinary, elected by the cabildo in the year 1 802 ; 
^* I was re-elected in 1 803. I am not now in 
'* any public employment 

*' Q. Are you a graduated advocate ? 

"A. No, 

*^ Q. How came you to accept the employ- 
^^ ment of Alcalde, without being a graduated 
" advocate ? 

^^ A. Because planter9 are nominated to the si- 
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" tuation without being a graduated advocate, 
and obliged to accept it under penalties and 
incapacities. 
^' Q. In the several criminal and civil suits 

" which you have decided as Alcalde, did you 

** ever call in a graduated assessor ? 
" A. It was impossible, there being none." 

Such are the depositions of the Escrivano 
Castro, Judge Nihell, Mr, Begorrat, Mr. Far- 
fan, and Mr. St. Fh, as to the opinions they 
held of the qualifications and powers of Alcaldes 
of the first and second election at the time of the 
conquest of the island. 

The next question in order is, the powers 
which it was generally, and without any con- 
tradiction^ disbelief, or denial, maintained that 
the English Governor possessed in the colony. 
I shall first state the opinions of the Escrivano- 
and Alcaldes as before, and then examine the 
point in another shape. 
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POWERS OF THE ENGLISH GOVERNOR 

IN TRINIDAD, 

ACCORDING TO THE OPINIONS OF THE ESGRIVANa 
ALCALDES, AND CHIEF JUDGE NIH^LL. 






The Escrivano Castro^ on Oath. 

" Q. After the conqueist of thiis island by Great 
** Britain, what tribunal of the colony supplied 

the place of the royal Audience of Caracca^ ? 
A, His Excellency the Governor. 

" Q. You have said, that after the conquest of 
** this island, the Governor supplied the place of 
" the royal Audience of the Caraccas; on what 
" do you found such an answer ? 

" A. On the verbal declaration of the Gover- 
** nor himself/* 



Mr. Begorrati on Oath. 

" Q. What do you understand by the Superior 
" Tribunal ? 

" A. His Excellency General Picton, in whom 
*^ was united all the civil and criminal power of 
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^ the Audience of Caraccas sinds the capture of 
" the island. 

" Q. You consulted General Picton as the su- 
*' perior trbunaJ, and therfc being no graduated 
'* advocate to appeal to ? 

" A. Yes, because it was the rule of the law. * 

** Q, You say that General Picton was invested 
" with all the civil and criminal authority of the 
" Audience of Caraccas : who invested him with 
^ that authority, and do you know 6f your ownt 
'* knowledge that he was so invested ? 

** A. I was named Alcalde of the first election 
^ for the year 1801. 1 found tkat my predecessors, 
" since the conquest, considered that the superior 
" tribunal was vested in his Exceflency the Go- 
" vemor. I adopted the same rule of conduct,' 
" because I had no authority to ask him to pro- 
" duce his commission ; all I know of my own 
" knowledge is, that in a proclamation of General 
" Abercromby's, immediately after the conquest, 
" it was stated that an appeal might be made from 
^' the decisions of the tribunals of the island, when 
** the cause of action amounted to 500/. sterling, 
" to his Majesty's Privy Council in England, 
*' making no rule respecting actions for inferior 
"sums in wkich^ before the conquest, an appeal 
** might have been made to the Audience ofCa^ 
'' raccM^ 
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*' Q. Did that proclamation state any altei*ation 
'^ in appeals in criminal matters ? 
** A. 1 don't recollect 

" Q. You say that your skill in the Spanish^ 
*' laws is derived from books of authority within 
" your power, and that you have no other 
*^ means of acquiring a knowledge of these 
*' laws : according to the best of your skill, state 
" to the Court whether the supreme tribunal in- 
" tended to supply the absence of a graduated 
^^ advocate did not require a person at least as 
** well skilled in the laws, as that advocate^ to 
'^ fill such situation ? 

*^ A. No, as an English Governor. 

*' Q. Did General Picton, as such superior 
^^ tribunal, order Louisa Calderon to be picket ted? 

'' A. Certainly/' 



Mr. FarfaUy im Oath.^ 

" Q, Did you ever see the order by which 
*' Don Juan Jurado* was sent off the is- 
" land? 






* The Atjsessor to tfie former Government. 
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^^ A. I have said it was public, and / belkve 
^* it is in the Instructions ? 

'^ What did you understand by the superior 
" tribunal? 

" A. The person of General Picton, in whom 
^' all the powers, civil and criminal, of the Au« 
" dience of Caraccas were united. 

" Q, How do you know that General Pic- 
'^ ton composed the superior tribunal, and that 
** all the powers, civil and criminal, of the Au- 
^ dience of Caraccas were united in him ? 

^^ A. Because, at the conquest of the island, 
** by the instructions left by General Aber^ 
*' cromby to Mr. John Nihell, he was or- 
^^ dered to continue the functions of his situa* 
^* tion, according to the instructions of Gene- 
** ral Picton concerning civil matters, but m 
** criminal matters the sentence was to be exe- 
^* cuted with the approbation of General Pic- 
*^ ton, of course that constituted him the su^ 
^* perior tribunal. 

*' Was Mr. Nihell Alcalde of the first eleo 
^^ tion at that period, and where are all these 
** instructions recorded? 

' ^ A. He was, and the i&structions are co- 
^^ pied into the book of the Cabildo, in which 
'^ all other orders and commissions are re^s* 
" tered. 
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^* Q. I>id you conceive these instructions 
*^ binding on you, and on all other succeeding 
^* Alcaldes ?^ 

A. Certainly/' 



Ai 



Mr. Si. Pe^ o^ Oath. 



*^ Q. What did you consider after the con- 
** quest as the superior tribunal of the colony ? 

*' A. General Picton, because the Audience 
** of the Caraccas had no further jurisdiction, 
** and o^ account of the obligation under which 
^' we Were placed, to^ refer to the approbation 
** of General Picton. 

" Q. Were any instructions of Sir Ralph 
^* Abercromby'is known to yoii reispecting that 
^* point ? 

' " A. It was public and notorious that Gene- 
^* ral Abercromby had given instructions to Ge- 
*' neral Picton, but I did not see them. I 
** judged from the ample instructions given to 
*VMr. NihcU, bySir Ralph Abercromby." 

* 

I have now fully and I trust satisfactorily 
f hewli the legal power Avhich the Escrivarlo and 
Alcaldes possessed', or conceived they possessed, 
in criminal causes, before and after the conquest 
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1 have also stated their opinions of the authority 
or power with which the English Governor was 
invested by the instructions of Sir Ralph Abcr- 
cromby. But as it may be objected that the 
punishment of Louisa Calderon took place in 
the latter end of the year 1801, and at a period 
when Colonel Picton had received his commis- 
sion as Governor and Captain General of the 
island, with the royal instructions for his direc- 
tion in th^ government of Trinidad, I have an- 
nexed a Copy of these Instructions in the Ap- 
pendix, No. II. and flhall here only make an 
Extract of such parts as -correspond to my pur- 
pose, which is to shew, that these instructions 
did not diminish the powers which he before pos- 
sessed by the orders of Sir Ralph Abercromby, 
and under which he acted from the 1st of 
!Kfarch 1797* until those instructions came to 
^his hands in September 1801. It is directed by 
Clause the 5th as follows^ 






it is our will and pleasure, t?hat for the pre- 
sent the temporary administration of the island 
** should, as nearly as circumstances will per- 
mit, be exercised by you according to the 
** terms of the capitulation hereunto annexed, 
*^ in conformity to the ancient laws and institu* 

« 

^* tiom that subsisted within the same previous to 
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" the surrender of the said island to us, sutxjecC 
" to such directions as you shall have, or here* 
•* after receive, from us under our Signet or Sign 
*^ Manual, or by our order in our privy Council, 
" OT to such sudden or unforeseen emergencies 
" as may render a departure therefrom abso- 
** lutely necessary and unavoidable, and whicb 
** you are immediately to represent to one of 
** our principal Secretaries of State for our in- 
" formation ; but it is nevertheless our special 
*' command that all the powers of the executive 
** government within the said island, as well 
•* civil as military, shall be vested solely in 
" you Our Governor, or the person having the 
" government of the said island for the time 
*' being, And that such powers as were hereto^ 
fore exercised by ,(iny person or persons sepa- 
rately or in conjunction with the government 
of the said island^ shall belong solely to you 
*' €ur Governor^ or to the person having the g(h 

* ^ vernment of the said island for the time being ; 

* * and it is our will and pleasure, that all such 
*' public acts and judicial proceedings, which^ 
*^ before the surrender of the said island to us, 
** were in the name of his Catholic Majesty, 
^* shall henceforth be done, issued, and per- 
^ ' formed in our name/' 
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This Extract clearly proves that His Majesty's 
Ministers were aware ot^ and perfectly under- 
stood) the relation and inseparable connexion of 
the Spanish Governor of Triniilad with the royal 
Audience of Caraccas, and as they had deter* 
mined to continue the Spanish Courts of Judi- 
cature in that colony, tliey naturally and wisely 
armed the English Governor, or Executive, with 
thepower of the superior Spanish tribunal^ without 
which it is now manifest, he would have had little 
more authority than one of the Alcaldes who 
acted under him. I shall not dwell longer on 
this subject. I do not know: that it has been 
questioned ; but to silence all objections on the 
business, and because I shall hereafter have occa** 
sion to refer to it, I thought it riglit to explain 
t* 

These material points being S€;ttled, the next 
question is, what was the criminal law that sub-^ 
sisted in Trinidad, previous tp the surrender of 
that island ? It is ascertained, that there existed 
but- two codes of Spanish law relative to the 
Spanish colonies ; or to express myself more 
correctly, that in aid of the old Spanish or Cas- 
tilian law, a compendious code was formed for 
the use and government of the Spanish West 
India colonies, by His Catholic Majesty, Charles 

H 



II. in the year 1681, called, " Recopilacioft dc 
y Leyes de los Reynos de las Iiidias^ Mandada 
** imprimir y publicax par la Mi^6stad del Rey, 
^' Carlos IL 168L" 

* 

This code, or compilation, did precisely what 
a code framed under such circumstances sboiaid 
4o i that is, it enacted all such laws and; reguk-- 
tions as were thought suitable, and best adapted 
to the local circumstances and particular situa**^ 
tion of the countries they were designed to regu* 
late or govern, but emanating as it did from 
the parent state, it was not necessary that a code 
of laws differing wholly , essentiality and entirety 
in its principles^ should be framed for these colo* 
nies. This would be a piece of wild nonsense 
or madness that might have suited the Abbe 
Sieyes or the revolutionists of New France, but 
certainty c^d not agree with the temper and dis- 
position of the Monarch of Old Spain in the year 
1681, and accordingly we find in the ouisiet, in 
the royal preface to vol. I. page 4* or decla- 
ratory law signed by the king, that it simply 
and clearly declares its object^ and th« limits of 
that object; it says 
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I 

Recopilacion de las Leyes de las Indias Carlos 
ih 168 L 

Ley que declara la. autoridad que han detener 
las leyes de esta Recopilacion. 

4———" Que las Indias sean Gobernadas 
" solamente por las Leyes de esta Recopila- 
*• cioD, guardando, en defecto de Ellas, lo or- 
" dinado por Ley 2*. Titulo 1*. Libro secuudo 

de esta Recopilacion." 
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Which Extract translated runs thus, 

* * The Indies are to be governed by the 
** laws contained in this Recopilacion^ hav- 

*^ ING RECOURSE, WHERE THEY ARE SILENT 
^* OR DEFECTIVE, TO WHAT IS ORDERED BY 

** THE 2d Law, 1st Title, akd 2d book of 
^* THIS Recopilacion.'* 

This second law alluded to is as follows, 

Ley 2. Titulo V. Libro 2*. 

** Que se guarden las I^yes de Castilia en 
" lo que no estuviere decidido por las Leyes de 
*' las Indias. 
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" Ordinamo9 y Mandamos que en todos ios 
^* casos, negocios, y Pleytos, en que no cstxivi- 
** ere decidido ni declarado lo que se debe pro- 
'* veer por las Leyes de esta Recopilacion, o por 
" Cedulas, Provisiones o Ordinanzas dadas, y 
^^ no revocadas para las Indias, y las que por 
^^ nuestra Orden se despacharen, se guarden las 
" Leyes de nuestro Reyno de Castilia, con- 
** fonne a la Ley de Toro, asi en quanto a la sub- 
'* stancia, resolucion, y decision de lois Casos, 
" Negocios y Pleytos, como a la forma y Or* 
^' den de substancias/* 

TRANSLATED. 

*^ The Laws of Castile are to be observed in all 
" cases not determined by the laws of the Indies. 

** In all cases, affairs, and causes, the deter- 
" raination and judgement of which cannot be 
" found i^ the laws of ti}e Recopilacion, • or in 
" the Cedulas, Diplomas, or Ordinances given for 
*^ the Indies and not repealed, and those we may 
*' hereafter dispatch, we do order and command 
" Xhaitthelawsofour Realms ofCaftik be adhered 
*^ tOy conformably to a law of Toro, for the sub*- 
" stance, resolution, and decision of affairs and 
" causes, as well as the form and order of the prch 
*^x:eedings,"* 
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Agaioj^ in Book S. Title 2. Law. 13. 

Ley 13« Titulo S. Libro S. 

'^ Que las Leyes que se hizieren para las In* 
*' dias sean lo mas confornies que ser pudier^ 
*^ a lasde estos Reynos." 

TRANSLATES. 

" That the laws to be made for the govern- 
'^ ment of the Indies be as confonnable as pos^ 
*^ sible to those of these kingdoms.'" 

Libro 8. Titulo 15- Ley 17. 
In Book £. Title 15. Law 17. 

'^ Que en las Audiencias de las Indias se gu- 
^^ arden las Ceremonias de las Chancillerias de 
** estos Reynos de Castilia, en lo que no estu- 
* * viere especialmente determinado.** ^ 

TRANSLATED. 

" That the Audiences of the Indies conform 
*^ to the ceremonies observed by the Chance^ 
^ ries of these our kingdoms of Castile^ or 
" whatever is not especially determined by the 
*' Recopilacion^^ 
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Libro 2. Titulo 15. Ley 66. 

Book 3. Title 15. Law 667 

V Mandamos a las Audiencias que en el cono- 
id dmiento de los negocios y pleytos, civiles ^ 
" y criminales guardeh. las leyes de.estos nu- 
** estros reynos de Castilia en los casos que por 
** las de este libro oo . huviesscmos dado especial 
" deteniiinacion, y provean de forma que los 
** delitos no quecien sin eastigo dentro y fuera 
^i de las cinco leguas/' 

TRANSLATED. 

" It is oujr com^^and$ 4hat .the Audiences, in 
" the cognizance they take of all affairs and 
** causes, civil and criminal, conform to the 
" laws of these our kingdoms of Cast He y and 
" whateoer is not specially detenjiined hy the 
^* laws of this book, and they are to take care 
" that crimes do not go unpunished within 
" their jurisdictions/' 

Libro 7* Titulb 8. Ley 3. de ' la Recopilacion de 

Ittdias. 

Book 7. Title 8, Law 3. of the Recopilacion of 

the Indies. 

*^ Somos informados que en las Indias hay 
^^ muchos Testigos falsos, que por mui poco 



103 

'* in teres se peiji*rftt 6n Ids Pfeytos y Negoclda 
** que se ofrecen, y con facilidad los Iiallan quit- 
** tosse quieren aprovechar de sus deposiciones ': 
** — y porqiie este delito es grande ofensa de Dioa 
** nuestro Senor, y iniestra, y perjuicio de Us 
" partes, Mahdamos alas Audiencias y Justi<jias 
** que con mui particular atencion -^ proveaa 
" averiguar, los que cometen este delito, casti- 
.'* gando con: todo rigor a los Delinquent's • 
** conforme a las Leyes de nuestros Reynos de 
^^ CastiliSt pues tanto importa (le Servicio de Dios 
** y Execucion^ dfe Justicia**^ 
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TRAI^SLATXD* 



^^ We arc informed, that in the Indies there 
"are many fUse witnesses ^ho ' for trifling 
^' reward perjtire' themsalvjes: in the suits and 
** processes which offer,' dnd ^hat • ^efy are easily 
** procured by Aose who are desirous of bene- 
" filing by these depositions; and because this 
** Clime is a great offence? against God and 
'* outselves, and of great injury to the parties, 
^y\wC:, order all Audiences, Justices, &c. that 
*^ they search oUt and discover those who com- 
•^ mit this crime, {j^unishing with every degree of 
** rigor the delinquents, conformable to, the laws 
4^ ofour kingdoms of Castile; it being important 
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:.f^ to the service of Go4 w^ the cxecutioil of 

** justice."^ . ; 

t 

, . Let us now state tht, lavs o€ the kingdom of 
; Castile, as far as tli^y relate pb^ th? subject of 

* 

;my Address, I meatf that of picket, or torture.' 

Rccopilacion de tas Leyes de eHos Reynos hec- 
" has par mandado de Sa Majestad Catolha Don 
' Philipo T rtuestro seno?\ Madrid It 6^1. Dbro T 

Titulo 7. Ley . 13. 

Recopilacion of tfie Lawsjof tkedt Kingdoms, 
(or of Castile) made by order of His Catholic 
Majesty, Philip IL Madrid^ 1*581. Book 2- 
Title 7. Law 13» 
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; " Que los Alcaldes no condiinar a ^ question 
" de tormcnto sin precedet sentenda; y a los 
" hidalgos los ;. garden sus privilegios,. y.sin 
^^ embargo de ' qualqiiier costumbre: or^ estito 

c'Sguardenlo qae;es derecho en esto. 

*^ Porqiie somos informados q\ie los Alealdej; 
^^ quando mandan poner a question de'^tor^ 

*' menio^ no dan sentencia ni la firnum, porque 
^' no se puede ver si son confottnes o no, para 

-^ que el condenado pueda suplicar o alegar de 
: ^^ su derecho,^ y que io naiomo se ha a^custum 



^* brado en tpdas las otras justiciar, aunqote 
*^ seaA de muerte, y que sokmente cian un 
'^ mandamiento para que el alquacil execute 
*^ sin notificar lo al delinquente, porque no 
^^ apele, y que han uitormentadQ a muchos hp- 
<< dalgos, auHfut no scan cases enerme^, y 
" poFque esto. es causa mui grave, y contra 
'' todo derecho y leyes, mandamos que sin 
'^ embargo de qualquier costusabre o estilo que 
** en esto pretenden tener, ellos y los pasados. 
>' en el precedes y terminar los negocios asi ci- 
'^ viles como criminales guarden las ieyes j 
^' mandamientos de nuestros Reynos y no 
*' exceden de dlos." ' 



TltANSLATSD, 

« 

*' The Alcaldes are not to condenut to the 
^ question oi: torment without sentence ; viz. 

/^ Being informed that the Alcalde^ when 
** they order the application of the question or 
^^ torment y do not give preyious sentence and 

^^ sign it, so that there is no seeing whether 
'^ they act confotmabiy or no, that the con- 
^^ demned might petition or allege his right» 
'' ^nd that the same is the custom ux all cases, 
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^ even those aflfecting life ; arid tliat they onljr 
** give an order to the alguazil to e^tetute it 
** without notifying it to the delinquent that 
^* he might not appeal ; and that they have 
** tormented many esquires , or hidalgos y even in 
** cases of no enormity. And as tliis is a most 
** serious case, and contrary to the laws, we or- 
^* der, that notwithstanding 'any custom they 
" now pretend to have, in the 4 proceeding and 
" determination of all affairs, <jivil or criminal, 
" they keep the lams and ordinances of thesis 
*^ kingdoms^ and do not exceed them.'* 

. libro 6. Tif. r. Ley 4. 
Book 6. Title 2. Law 4. 
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Ordinamos que tiingun hijodalgo pueda ser 
** preso ni encarcilado por deuda que deva, 
^ salvo sino fuere arrendadoro cogidor dc nu- 
" estros pechos y derechos, porque en tal caso 
" el mismo quebranta su libertad. Y asimis- 
^^ mo mandamos que ningun hijodalgo pueda 
'^ ser pu^to a tormento porque antiguamente 
f * foe asi otorgado por fuero." 

TRANSLATED. 

<< We order that no esquire or hidalgo he ar- 
*^ rested or imprisoned for any debts he may 
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** have contracted, exc^t as renter, or collec-i 
** tor of our revenues, in which wise, he is 
" the vitiator of his own liberty ; knd we also 
^ order that no esquire to be put to the torment. 
" for such was anciently his privilege." 

Thus far the laws of the Recopilacion for the 
Indies, and those of the kingdom of Castil^ 
on which they are founded. As for the Trinidaii 
Cedula, it merely contains an enumeration of 
the advantages or grants of land, and commer- 
cial privileges, to such as were inclined to become 
settlers in that colony, .and does not mention, in 
a single instance, the laws, either civil or crl- 
minaL 

If the learned gentleman who talked of those 
laws, and made those bold assertions, had, '' by 
** the help of his French," taken the trouble to 
inspect and construe^ as he said he could, the two 
codes of laws between which he maintained there 
is such an essential difference and distinction, he 
would have found, that the objects of both are 
directed to similar ends and purposes, that they 
are framed on similar principles, that is to say, 
they both enact and repeal certain laws and 
ordonnances, but looking to great leading prih^ 
cipks they both state general provisos or excep- 
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tions. . I have already shewn, in the Royal Pr c» 
fkce or Declaratory Law of the Rec^pilacion de 
las Jn^asy page 100, that ^' in all cases, affairs, 
and causes, the, determination and Judgement of 
which cannot be found in the laws of the 
Recopilacion, or if\ the cedulas^ diplomas, or 
ordinances, given for the Indies, and not re* 
pealed, and those we may hereafter dispatch, 
we do order and command, that the laws of 
our realms of CASTILE be adhered to con^ 
formably to the LAW OF TORO, for the 
substance, resolution, and decision of affairs and 
causes.^' In precisely the same temper, spirit 
and principle does the declaratory law of the Re* 
copilacion de Castilia, Libro 1. Folio 1. (which 
declares the authority which the laws of that 
book are to have, ) refer to the Partidas, and thfe 
Law of Toro. 

This declaratory law de Castilia is as fol- 
lows, and is extracted from the *^ Recopilacioil 
** de las Leyes de estos Reynos hechas por Man- 
" dado de la Majestad Catolica del Rey Don 
•* Philipo Segundo nuestro Senor. 1581." 

TEANSLATED. 

*^ A Recopilacion of the Laws oft hese King- 
^\ doms, made by Order of His Catholic Majesty^ 
'' King Philip II, in the Year 1581/' . ■ 



109 

" Contienende en este Libro las Leyes hechaft 

V* ,hasta Fin del ano de mil y quinientos y ochento 
*' y uno excepto las Leyes de Partida y delTuero, 
* * y del Estilo y tambien vcan en el las Visitas 
** de las Audiencias. 



** Con Privilegio de Sa Majestad. 
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TRANSLATED. 

^* There are contained in this book tlie laws 
'' made until the end of the year 1581j except 
** the Laws of the Partida, the Fuero, and 
^* D'Estilo; and there are likewise contained 
*^ in it the Visitation of the Audiences, 



" With permission of His Majesty. 
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Libro I. Folio 1. 

* * Ley y Pragmatica que declara la autoridad 
que han de tener las Leyes de este Libro. 



' * Executense las Leyes de este Libro, aunque 
* ' scan differentes o contrarias a las otras Leyes o 
* * Capitulos de Cortes y Pragmatica que antes el 
* ' ahora ha havido en estos Rey nos ; los quales 
*^ queremos que de aqui adelante no tengan 
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** autoridad alguoa, lii se juzque por ellas, rfno 

* * solamente par las de este libro, guardando eii 

* * lo que toca a las Leyes de las Siete Partidas y 
^* del Fuero lo que por la Ley de Toro esta 

. ** dispuesto y ordenado : y quedando asi misme 

* ^ en sa fuerza y vigor las Cedulas y Visitas que 
** tienen las Audiencias en loque nofu^ren con-* 
^* trarias alas Leyes de este Libro," 



tRANSLATED. 



Book 1. Folio 1. 



" Law which declares the authority which 
* the laws of this book are to have. 
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*^^ These laws are to be obeyed although they 
may be different and contrary to the other 
laws, pragmatic sanctions, &c. which have 
hitherto obtained in these kingdoms, and 
which it is Our Will from henceforth shall be 
of no authority, nor shall they judge by them 
but solely by those of this book, conforming 
in whtiteoer respects the Laws of the Partidas 
and FuerOy to what is ordained and directed by 
the Law of Toro. And the Cedules and 
Visit2U:ions of the Audiences are to remain in 
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•* full force and vigor, when they are iiot coi. 
** trary to the laws of this book/' 

Let my reader compare the declaratory lawsi 
or royal prefaces, signed by the King, of both 
codes here stated, and be will immediately feel a 
perfect conviction that they are founded on the 
flame principle. The Recopilacion de las Indias 
refers to the ** Laws of the realms of Castile in 
** every thing that is not found in the Recopila- 
** cicm de las Indias/' What necessity, there- 
fore, was there to enact criminal laws in that 
Recopilacion? It tells you where they are to be 
found ; it neither changes or alters, but actually 
adopts, orders, and commands their practice and 
eniSiircement Mr. G. might as well tell me, that 
the laws of torture were abrogated and abolished 
by the Recopilacion ofCasiikj because there is no 
particular specification of the particular statutes 
for torture, and simply contains the exceptions 
which I have ac^duced respecting the Alcaldes 
condemning to the question ** without sentence.** 
** And that no Esquire be put to the torment,** 
referring always or " conforming in whatever re- 
** spects the Lams of the Partidas and Fuero t;o 
** what is ordained and directed by the Law of 
** Toro.'^ I shall not strengthen this argument 
by saying, that in both cases^ Exceptio probat 
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Regulam; but having an opinion of Mr. G.'* 
profundity^ I shall refer him to the Jaws of the 
Partidas, Fuero, and D*Estilo for their detail of 
those particular laws on the subject of torture, 
and leave to myself a future opportunity of 
proving to Mr. G., from law authorities beyond 
doubt or controversy, that torment continued in 
180:^ to be the Law of Spain, and consequently^ 
as I have maintained and proved, the law of 
Trinidad. Should I take up the examination of 
this question on a broader principle than I have 
thought necessary to do in this statement, I hope 
to be able to give a more copious view of the laws 
than the narrow limitsof this paper will permit me. 
But I truest I have adduced sufficient authority 
to prove the particular point which I intended, 
and which I here maintain, viz. That the cri- 
minal laws of Old Spain are neither abrogated, 
repealed, or superseded by the laws of the Reco^ 
pilacion de las Indias, upon the assertion of which 
Mr. G. obtained a verdict ; and that these laws 
are as fully, completely, and substantially in force 
in the colonics, as they aie in the heart of the 
capital of Madrid^ where I have indisputable 
living evidence that punishments . to extort con-- 
Session are at this moment in use and practice/' 
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I am aware that this part of my subject is dry 
and uninteresting; I shall not trespass much 
longer on my reader's patience, and shall solicit 
his attention to the followiug enumeration of 
those old Spanish law books of authority which 
were received and acted upon as such in the 
colony of Trinidad. These are Elizondo^ Curia 
Philipica^ Bobadilia, and Colom. 

These books are chiefly commentaries on the 
Recopilacion of Castile, and the Partidas ; I 
shall state such laws from these authorities as 
appear to appertain to my subject. 



Curia Philipica^ No. 16* Folio 227. 
" The accomplice in a crime is not a sufficient An accom- 

• t .. ^1 /-f« .^ plice nut a 

evidence agamst another (his companion) sufficient 
agreeable to a law de Partida, except in crimes cxcepTi^' 
of high treason, coining, that against nature, JJSIbCTv! 
notorious theft^ and in all those which cannot ^^* 
be committed without accomplices. In all 
** which cases being admitted, he is to be fully 
'^ exatnined in the cause of him against whom he 
" gives testimony." 

Antonio Gomes. 
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Curia Pkilipica, No. 3. Folio 2S9. 
The ques. < < Thc qucstioa of torment is to be ai>plied 

tion to be * ^ ^ * * 

applied in " fof coufintiatioii and proof) there not beinsr 

confirma- v • 5f 

tion. where " SUffiCient. 

the pro<ff is 
notsufficient.. 

Curia Philipica, No. 4. Folio Sfi^* 
In crimej <« In thc saiHc ciiines for which die qaestion is 

where the ^ * 

question is <« applicable to the delinquent, in the same it is 

applicable * * , ^ * • 

tothede- .<< applicable to the witness who varies or preva- 
is appiica- '« ricatcs in his evidence, or who denies the truth, 

cable to the it»i i« 

witness who " or WHO rcfuses to declare it, there being a pre- 

catts. " sumption that he knows it, not being of those 

" persons to whom the torment cannot be ap- 

*' plied, according to a law of Partida and its 

*' Gregorian Glossary. 

'* And in the same crimes for w'hich the tor- 
" ment is applicable to the delinquent, in case an 
'^ evidence of low vile character and bad moraU 
*^ is admit tedy he is to testify under torment^ 
'* otherwise his evidence is of no validity.'* 

Law de Fartida. 
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Curia Philipicay No* 12. Folio 230. 

*^ The torment that tn ay be ordered to the Thequcs- 
" delinquent for the crime, may also be ordered cdtothede- 
** to force a declaration from his accomplices (if thTcrkLr 
" there be appearance or presumption that he ord^ld^to' 
"had any) in crimes of high treason, coining^ dw^i^n*" 
^' that against nature, theft, &c., as well as' i^ ['^^^J^^^; 

** all others which cannot be committed witliout 

» 

'* accomplices ; in all which those who are 3p 
" may be admitted as evidences.' 

Antonio Gomes* 



Elizondo Pratica Universal Forense Judicio 

t 

Criminal, No. 12. Folio 277. 

" The appearances to authorise the appli- Apptzt- 
" cation of the qtjestion shduld be weighty, thoriJe^he' 
^' apparent, urgent, and probable, and not light, ^^^^^^' 
doubtful, and equivocal, except in hiddea 
crimes, and of difficult proof, such as theft^ 
*' sodomy, climes committed at night, coining, 
^ Sec, in which the slightest are sufficient to 
** authorise a departure froni the ordinary forms \ 

•* of law, and the receiving of such proofs as ^ *• 

•' can be met with.** • • 

I 2 
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Ehzondo Pratica Universal ForensCj JudScm 
Criminal, No. 5. Folio 275. 

*' To know what appearances are suflScient, 

*' and without which satisfactorily proved, the 

, *' torment cannot be ordered, except in atro- 

^ cious crimes, or the accused refusing to an- 

siigbt ap- *^ swer the questions affirmatively or nega* 

•uSri^ ** tively, or the persons against whom the sus- 

tion*ofthT '* picions exist, being entrusted with the care 

ftS^uTj^- ** of property^ of a town, or an inn-keeper, 

S''w1?haiT '^ fo^ thefts committed Hn the places under 

^/itSLn. '' ^*^*> charger Vide Fannacio de Judiciis. 



Curia PhilipicOy Judicio Criminal^ No. 13« 

Folio 230. 

^' The specie)5 of torment, and the quality, 
is not deteimined by the law, but left to th« 
" arbitrament of the Judge, according to th* 
Small cords " complcxion of the delinquent, the crime, 
^uch^^* " ^^d ^*s appearances, though he should not 
S^^ckS! ** make use of new torments, but the usual 
"SS^^"*! " ones, such as dropping of water, small cord« 
eanMiion << and puUcys, and of such nature, ** Vide 
Law de Fartida and Gregorio Lopes. 



<< 
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Bobadilia de la PolUica, Folio 964. No. 22. 

** In high treason, thefts robbery ^ parricide, incase of 
" and crimes of an atrocious nature, the sus- bcry,'&c. 

tbcsaspi- 

^* picions being strong, and the accused har-cions being 

" /» • • strong, Bod 

*' dened, lawyers are of opinion that unsual theaccme4 
*^ torments may be applied." vnn.uaitar. 

x^ents may 
be applied. 

Bobadilia^ Folio ^65. No, 25. 

** In applying the torment juridically, though Sc*''oerti!SS 
" the criminal should die, or lose the use of his J«rid*caUj. 

'' though loiS 

** Itmbs, the Judge cannot be answerable for it, f^*^****!^ 

\ ^ ^ , ♦ ' hf« should 

" according to common opinion, and a Law de jnsucthc 

^ \ Judge is not 

" Partida, which says, * if the Judge order any wsponsiWej 
^* man to be tormented for any offence he may proof of the 

^ — seyerity of 

'* have committed, in order to discot^er the thequJs- 
" truth, he cannot be answerable for any ingtothe 
« wounds he may have received/ And I well K^*p. 
^ remember, that in the jail of this Court, an p^*"*'*' 
" assassin died under torment, and another had 
** his arms broken, without any consequences. 



>> 



Curia Philipica^ Judicio Criminal, Folio 23 !• 

No. 16. 

** There are to be present at the torment 
" only the Judge, iEscrivano, executioner and 
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Tobeprt- ^ person tormented. And it is to be given in a 

ientatthe • i ' cf- ■ 

question. " secFct piacc, witbout any other person being 

Judge, Es- *^ present or in hearing/^ 

ecotioae?, ff^^ de Partidd. 

and pexsoxis 
tormented. 

Bobadilia de Political Folio 963. No. 16, 



The Judge 
may jmrder 
the question 
witbout pre<- 
yions com- 
munication 
jbotbe ac- 
cused. 



*^ In notorious, concealed, and atrocious of- 
^ fences, charged against wicked persons of 
evil fame, if the Judges order the question or 
torment upon slight evidence or suspicion, 
and in the information and summary mode, 
without communication to the accused,, ai^ 
is the common Opinion, they shall be held 
exculpated in residencia, though Paris de 
Puteo says, That it is only allowable to 8u? 
perior Judges and not to inferior pnes : but I 
know that the contrary is the practice, and 
in twenty-one years that I was Corregidor 

and Judge, I always practised it in sucl| 

• 

cases, and though I was accused in residen- 
cia, I was always acquitted. And in the 
superior Council, in the account that I ren- 
dered of the Corregidor&hip of Soria, they 
approved of the torment I ordered on sum- 
mary information to Sarazola and other rob- 
bers,- whom I caused to be apprehended* i|;i 
Navar and Arragon in the year I773.!* 
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Bobadiliay Folio 959. No. 10. 

H^ If the action is for having committed any Persons 
" one unjustly to prison, I say, if the crime is* with^cnmes 
" ofa serious nature, although the accused shall Mmermay 
" not have confessed it, he may not only be puJ^n^ons! 
" put in irons, but into the stocks and in chains : ^^y^ 
** but if it is for a slight offence, he ought not and^put 
- to be put in irons." ^li^' 



' Bobadilia de la Politica^ Folio 9^6. No. 26. 

** There is another kind of complaint against 
** a Corregidor in residencia for judgements not 
" conformable to law, and this kind is divided 
'* into two parts, the one when the Judge in his 
'* sentence erred merely from ignorance, or 
" want of knowledge, and the other when he* 
^* was actuated by malice or corrupt motives. 
** With respect to the first, I say, that a Judge 
'^ may be punished for it, as it is a great fault 
" in any one to be ignorant of the art he pro- 
" fesses, and of the office of Judge which he J^^g^s 

punishable 

" has voluntarily taken upon himself. Igno- ©niyfor 

•^ ^ ^ . such false 

" rahce of the la\^can excuse very few, parti- judgement* 

as proceed 

*f cularly professors of the law. But many fromcor- 
** lawyers are of a different opinion, and say, tiv«. 
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" that Judges are punishable only for cotrap- 
" tion, mallei) &c. and not for errors of judge- 
^^ ment proceeding from ignorance ; and this is 
** observable every day in the royal Audiencw, 
*' for though sentences of the inferior ji^dges 
*' are frequently reversed, they are not con- 
** demned in any penalties.'* 

4 

Bobadiliay Folio S^6. No, 27- 

** For as the Judge who solicits and accepts 
** an office, ,being incapable, commits a great 
** fault, particularly if he does not examine the 
facts and study the law that he may conform 
to it, (for inferior judges are tied down to the 
" law,) so that if through ignorance, impru^ 
** dence, negligence, or confidence in himself, 
** he does an injustice to the party, he may be 
^' accused in residencia, and condemned in 
^^ whatever costs and damages the party may 
*\ have suffered. But according toAnores de 
** Isemia^ Gregorio Lopes, and others, if the 
Judge in the examination of facts and law 
used diligence, and without deceit or fraud 
used his best endeavours, he ought not to 
" be condemned, although he may have erred 
*^ in sonae things, for the defect proceeds from 
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^^ the imbecility of human nature, and ought 
** to be pardoned^' 

Bobadilia, Folio 970. No. 31. 
•^ In what touches the satisfaction that the An elected 

Mtgistrate 

** Judge jn conscience ought to make in the whoiscom- 
*' abo\e cases, I say, that if through malice, acceptor 
*' he prejudiced or injured the party, he ought notrw^i. 
*' to be obliged to satisfy him fully to the ex- Za^J^tJ^ 
*^ tent of the injury, but, if through ignorance ju^g^^t. 
** only, then there is this distinction, if the 
^' Judge solicited and sought the office, he is 
' ^ subject to costs and damages^ but if, on the ^ 
** contrary, he was elected or compelled to 
'^ accept of it, he shall not be obliged to pay 
'* any thing." 

* 
* ^ 

Bobadilia de PoUticOy Folio 926. No. 64. 

V 

" Those whom a Judire had condemned or timmc 

. . J . . . . whom the 

imprisoned, are not sufficient evidences against Judge cob- 

* him, (in residencia) because they are actu- impriaoned, 

* ated against him by hatred, and always per- fidenteX" 
^ suade themselves that the condemnation and ga^t^^n. 

* imprisonment were unjust, and that the 

* Judge was the accuser. And naturally then 

* with facility, justify and pardon themselves, 
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^* and inculpate and calumniate the Judged who 
*' either condemned or imprisoned them. And 
^* for either of those causes it is natural to pre-* 
*^ sume that they are actuated by hatred 
" against them." 

Bobadiliaf Folio 9£6. No. 65. 
Pctjom of " Persons of low and vile character and repu- 

Jow,Tile . 11. 

character '* tatiou, or unknowTi, ought not to be admit- 

cannot be - . . ^ • r». 

admitted e- ** tcd witncsscs, cvcn With tormcut agamst offi- 
toment, as ** ccfs of justicc, undcr rcsideucia, though ac- 
egainst a ** cording to law they may be admitted with tor- 
inidi^' " ment against other persons in criminal causes.'' 

resideocia. 

Bobadilia, Folio 923. No. 54- 

The ac- '* The accuscr, denunciator, promoter, or 

Sltigator '" instigator, or who dictated the articles of ac- 

S^tted.^ " cusation for another to present, for the same 

" doctrines and reasons cannot be admitted an 

" evidence for the other accusers*" 

Boba4ilia, Folio 923. No. 55. 

The tdvo- 

torLy for " The advocatc or attorney of the accusers, 
wnn'^t^^bT' " although not employed in the cause for wliicb 

iadiDJtted. 
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^* they bear evidence, cannot be admitted as 
** evidence free of exception." 

Bobadiliay Folio 925, No- 62. 

'* The conspirator, and conjurator, to pro- 
^ mote the residencia and accuse the Judge, 
'* and assist with their persons, money, coun- 
^^ sel, or other means, cannot be admitted as 
'^ nniexceptionable evidence." 

Colom. Book 2. Folio 143. 

Colom. Tom. 2. Folio 143. 

" El Juez imperito en letras o en derecho es 
^ Uamado Lego, y en los ' Pley tos y Causas ^jue 
^ pendieren ante el deve assessorarse o acrcompa- 
*^ narse con Advogado aprobado, siendo sobre 
'* algun articulo que consista su determinacion 
'* en pun to de derecho y en las sentencias 
' ^* definitivaSy dando antes noticia a las partes 
" inteires^adas del Assessor que nombrare para 
^* que si quisiessen innovarle de su derechq 
^^ o recusarle por sospeclioso para que el Juez 
" npmbre otro, por ser esta de su Eleccion 
*' o arbitrio en virtud de la Ley 2© Titulo 21. 
" Partida S.-^pero para los demas proveidos que 
^- atienden aL ritual del Pley to no se necessita nj 
^ pratica assessorarse de Letrado^ sino ^olo del 
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" Escrivano de el, por scr dc su Obligacion a 
^ saberlo y evitar costas y diligencias. " 



TRANSLATED. 

** The Judge who is not educated to the pro* 
"' fession of the law is called Lego, and in all 
** processes and causes carried on before him, 
" he is required to assessorate or accompany 
** himself by a graduated advocate when he 
** decides on points of law^ and in definitive. 
** sentences, giving notice to the parties in- 
** terested of the Assessor named, that if they 
" choose they may except to, or refuse him 
^ as suspicious, that the Judge may name an* 
" other, which is at his election and arbitrament, 
" in virtue of Law 2d. Title 2 1 . Partidae 3 — 
** but for all other provisions which respect 
^* the ritual of the cause, it is not the practice to 
" make use of a graduated Assessor, but only of 
*' the Escrivano of the cause, whose duty it is 
" to understand it, and to avoid costs and da* 
" mages.'' 



il T V 



The code of criminal law existing in the 
island at the time of the conquest, being thu« 



fully and fairly laid down to my reader, and the 
proceedings which were taken in the case of Louisa 
Calderon being circumstantially detailed, the pub* 
lie are now to judge whether His Majesty's gra-* 
cious instructions were fulfilled, that is, whether 
" the temporary administration of the island was, 
" as nearly as circumstances permitted, ex- 
** ercised by Colonel Pic ton according to the 
''terms of the capitulation hereunto annexed j 
'^ in conformity to the ancient laws and instttu- 
'^ tions that subsisted within the same, precious 
*^ to the surrender of the said island to us,'* &c. 
&c. in the particular case of Louisa Calderon. 

But for a further and additional proof of this 
most important part of the question, I shall 
again have recourse to that undefiled source of 
information, ** the proceedings before the Court 
*' at Port of Spain," present, His Excellency 
the Lieutenant Governor. 



The Escrivano Castro^ on Oath. 

" Q. Did you attend Mr. Begorrat in his 
*^ character as Judge at any, and what times, 
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** when Louisa Calderon was put on the 
** picket? 

** A. Yes, the time vill appear in tiie pro- 
^' ceedings. 

*^ Q. Was Louisa Calderon placed on the 
" picket, examined as a witness, or as an ac- 
** cessary? 

•^ A. Not as a witness, but as an accessary. 

*' Q. What are the extrajudicial examina*- * 
'* tions which are omitted in the examination of 
'* Carlos Gonzales taken before the tribunal of 
** Mr. Begorrat, and why are they omitted ? 

*^ A. I remember they were concerning the 
** discovery of the robbery and the fornication 
** aforesaid, I do not know why they were omit- 
^' ted. / cannot charge the fault on the Judge, 
*' or on mpelf, because both of us acted so as to 
** bring the affair to as speedy a determination as 
** possible, and to discover the truth. 

** Q. Do you believe that the defendant, 
*^ Colonel Picton, acted in the whole of the 
" prosecution, respecting the robbery of Pedro 
** Ruiz, with impartiality, and without being 
^* influenced by any other consideration what- 
*' soever, than the attainment of the ends, of 
" justice? 
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" A. Yes, I believe so. 

'* Q. Did not the defendant. Colonel Pic ton, 
administer justice generally as far as his know- 
** ledge went in the Spanish law? 

*' A. I believe so. 

'* Q. Did the defendant ever give you any 
** orders respecting the torturing of Louisa Cal- 
*^ deron? 

'' A. None but the decree. 

** Q, Did he interest himself in any way, on 
** the subject? 

'^ A. Simply as he considered all the aiTairs of 
*' justice. 



Falht the Jailer^ on Oath. 

*^ Q, Had you ever any communication 
*^ either directly or indirectly with Brigadier 
'* General Picton, respecting the prisoner, 
^^ Louisa Calderon, after her first commit- 
** ment? 

" A. General Picton never spoke to me about 
*^ her, nor did I ever receive any ordew from 
^ ^ him about her. 
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i:aii;i\ i)fti 3jf? fn--l-.v i)Jr.v ^>'M£-i^O\> >.■■'■£■ >, 

""Doti'miarm Segcffrai^ on (^ath. 
^'. *,^^t'"j^unng tile proceedings by jbii," as 

■ ■** manner as TOe superior" Ju^g^, , and '3i^^-he 
'" clialk 6ut to"'ybU'*^aiiy formalities; 'or neces- 
*' sary tneasures tti'Sflo^t'? * "'^'* " '- ' 
' -"■ Av No, ■ sblne -^frife fii' ^e couiie"df tHe 
" proceeding he asKed ^^I'tlie mbhey wks 
" found, bntnothitigfelse. ■■'-'•' * '" ' ' ' '"'' 

DonFrancmo^Farfaiity^Oaih. '..: 

" Q. Did General .Picton ever, give you any 
," wdws, to put ixiuisa Calderop (n irons, orm 
. 'f. a !r inte.irfere respecting net conqn^ 

u"'" ;d..;4.'.-- ..'.' ... , .iz 

,' in no circumstance q'hatever. . - 

,.** youfinisK theVrosecutionofLijui^ 

" ^ . ■ r '-' ' --^ /.-, ' i.,r 

"A. Yes, as far as to the fipal sehtenc^. I 

"' Q. pid it appear to yon that*she had been 

\** justly comrojtted and sentenced? ' ^ 

-*" " A. It would be ridiculoiU M &ink tiial she 

,'" was not guilty, after die prqofs in llje.p:^ 

' " cess, wHweln it appears'^hat' slic introduced 

.■' '] -■. '■■'• *>v. «.'--i W';.n ; ■.■■ ^,it ■ 
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V CiuAm Gonzales, with whom sSie iMd |»wiiai 
^^ itttercQurie^ into ttie rotw of Pedro Ruix.^ 



I h^lieve I hm» now travelled through the 
whole of this question, ia far 9$ the laws of OM 
JSpaiii, and those of the Recopilacion for the 
Wdst liidia cc^mes are concerned. I baye de^ 
ounlflstiated from theni^ and from persons wh^ 
pi9ctised those laws under the eye aod cogni* 
,,^ani:e of the Spanish Go«^emor^ andtite Royal 
.AuxjIiesMDe of Cai^/xast whae tho^e la^vs are, and 
howi aad In whaA raasiner they were e;^ercised 
I have hud down those legal amthorilsies, which 
from undoubted testimony, were proved to have 
hee^jL tlie ishief soufrce and guidie of Spanish prac«* 
tittiodbrs in Tiinidbd. I hs^f quoted tlie crir 
mtnal laws of Old Spain^ of Castil^ aj^d of Parr 
ttdas; I have proved their application to that 
island^ i fasive ^a«iined the Becopilaciop de las 
l^diac^ out which th^ counsel for the prosecution 
laid 90' mv^h stress^ and on the misapplication 
ffsd pf^ersioQ of whieh^ and on this ^lone, % 
■d^taUi th^ th|G^ obtained a Verdict I havte 
made out clearly and' explicH)y that by no ruk^ 
law, ^ rtgnlatiQ^, eontained m that eompilatioi^ 
at I hav6 said b^re, *^ are the criminal laws <^ 
^ Old Spain abrogated^ repealed op superseded^ 

^ and^ that %nk lam we as fully^ complettel^jr^ 
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'^ and substantially in force In the colonies, af 
*^ they ate in tKe heart of the capital at Madrid; 
*' where I have indisputable living evidencej, 
?* that punishments to extract confession, are at 
%f this mpmefit in use and practice." 



I have shewn how far the power of the forr ' 
mer Governors extended ; I have pointed out it's 
inseparable connexion >with, and it's obediencq 
ill all definitive sentences to, the Royal Audience 
of Caraccas. I have stated the. transactions 
Avhich occurred at the conquest, the material 
and vital change which took place at that tinie,^ 
in the very essence of those laws, . I have. ad- 
duced the instrument by which that overthron^ 
was effected. I have printed Judge Nihell's in- 
structions, and notwithatanding the use and ex^ 
ercise of their laws and ancient institutions 
thereby given, I have manifested that at the 
very jiioment in which Sir Ralph Abercromby 
was, with that wisdom and humanity' which be^ 
longed to him, granting the inhabitants tjiis li- 
beral gift, he felt himself so encompassed with 
difficulties and di^tress^ arising from, a|id out 
pff the former misgovenwnent ; that he is be- 
trayed into a ieemng inconsistence and indiscrer 
tioh, which a ^uper^dal observe? may arraign 
apd condemn but which, on a nearer investiga^ 
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tion, he will find to have been the result of 3. 
discriminating intelligence, of a perfect and just 
comprehension of the peo/?/(?, the^place, and thp 
circumstances^ which he was called to direct. 
By considering' the kind an.d quality of this 

, population, by conibining the circumstances of 
a weak aijd miserable Government, by looking 
at the evil consequences which a system of mis- 
fufe, chicane, and disorder, had produced upoii 
this ill-organized rabble^ the reader will then bp 
able' to appreciate the good sense, and excellent 
understanding, which directed that great man 
to give such large discretlpnary autljiority, to 
a person, whom he thought would exercise (as 
I flatter myself Colonel Picton did^) that l^rge 
authority to the best and most useful purposes.. 
It is evident that Sir .Ralph's principle pf acting 
in this determination, arose entirely from cpnsi,- 
dferiri^ the confusion^ anarchy, disunion, and 
disorder, which he saw prevalent jn the cpunr 

. try, and lie wisely concluded^ that an acfiv^p 
and honorable man, left unfettered in the forms 
of administration, or even in the extent of hi^ 
povjrers, was just in that situation in which a 
person should be placed in the colony, after be 
iiad once formed (contrary to the expectation 
ipxpressed in His Majesty's instruction^ to hiipi ) 

. K 2 
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any hope of retaining the jpossession^ Ji? $ai^ 
to Colonel Pictori/ Jind therexprcssiori w^ 
well knowii tp have been repeated to i^^y, 
" I have placed you in a trying and delicate $ir 
" t^ation, and to givfe you any'cn^nc^ of over- 
** coming the difficulties opposed |o you,1l c^- 
" no'fe leave you a strong gan-isoii, but -Is^^ 
* * give you ample powers. '* He said * * execute 



Spanish law as w<ell as you can. Po justice 

'*' accorc^ing to your conscience, and tHat i^ all 

'^ that can be expected from yiou. ' His Majei- 

^ " ty's Government will be minutely uiformea of 

" your situation,' and no doubt will maike all 

" due allowances." 
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If ahy testimonies were wanting to shew ^ the 

general state of the islan,d at the peri(6d of tHe 

conquest, the alarming degree of insubo^^nar 

tioii which revolutionary principles had produ- 

* ced amolig such a discordant and heterogetiovs 

mass of material, aS the J}opulati6i!i of l!he i^And 

^afforded, T would refer niy reader to* thefn'iji'thq 

Appendix, No. HL in whid^*^ from iJicrsaaie 

'source of authority, (tfie dejpbisitibns^oh' bUth of 

' the most respectable persons ' of" the ' iSlaji<d at 

, tile time,) this state.is fully proye^,. ..?.ut,iga;,<?p- 

.: pQomts :may .^ay, this S& OQtii^AyouiripMtkular 
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the state of tlie colony* To such persofis l shall 
observe, that I have already^ from the iriagis- 
tirQ.te*s ijeclaratioTis, or ' interiroMttoris on oath. 
.1 inean a cqpy of the process itself against 
Lbuisa CalderOn, from the evidence of all . 
those, perstons concerned in it, from the ^Escri- 
vaho Castro, the Alcalde Don ftilario' feegor- 
rat who, commenced the process, and who re- 
commended the punishment to the Governor, 
and who, 9aw it inflicted, from the othei* Alcalde, 
Don Josef Fartan, who concluded the proceed- 
ings; from the acknowledgnient of the culprit 
iietself in her extrajudical examinati<ms; from 
the testimony oti Oath of the jailer, vall)6t; from 
tiie united deplaifei,tion of every maHiy^ho had a 
part in it, tha^t, ,tl\e proceedings were carried oil 
with an pbaiervaiic* of the most cautious and 
Titular forma. I have pwyed also frpm the 
evi^^uce of ^hp Escri.yanpj who oti this occasiqa 
dUght,ce^(Aihfy tb he conisideitid an impartial 
Witft^i^,,* from those of the Alcaldes, arid the 
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^ Eq wm. prpsecoicd bf order of the ttra Cbtmnissioners in 
Council, Sir Sfimuel Hood and Colonel Picton, for illegally 
Und coUosively d^vering up die records of t^e colony, of~ 
i^hf(£' he was tlie s#oni keeper, to Hit. j^uttarton. He was 
iAA iMlbre the Alcaides, and dbmissed from his tegidorship 
e|f 91% CabildjOj jvSipeBded tt^m the oflice of fiscriVano^ , {ipd 
fined 930 dollars, costs of soit^ &c« 



i 

' I 



jailer Viallot) that Colonel Picton did not inter-' 
fere in the smallest-j^ in any part of the pro- 
" cess, and conducted himself throughout with 
that impartidtty that became bis sta1:ion, " with- 
" out being inflaeneed by any other consider- 
*^ ation than tne atitainment of the ends^ of 
" justice, "t and in the teeth of those incredi- 
bly villainous and scandalous reports, \yhich 
have been cii^culated on this point,! from all 
those, I say, I feel confident, > that I have so 
far performed the promise I made to the pulilic, 
in the beginning of this letter, viz. * * that so 
" far from any violation being offered to the 
" lawii which Colonel Picton was directed to 
** administer in the case of Louisa Calderon, 
" the most minute sgad scrupulous observance 
" of the most minute and scrupulous forms of 
" that law, was rigidly adhered to throughout; 
^* and that in every connexion and relation in 
*^ which it can be viewed^ it will be pronounced 

" according to the laws of the tribunal under 

- . . f ' 

i Castro's awn words. . * 

t I Have ^e^uested a friend to ask Colonel Pictoji, if he 
, ever saw Louisa Calderon either before, or smce £he dar of 

• » » 

lier coiQmiteept to jail for the robbery. He assured him, on 
hisJionor^'he never did, nor from that day, until he saw hef 
in Westminster Hall* ' ' . 



\ I 



iS5 

'* which $he was horn, and under which the 
** habits of her mind aid feelings took their 
** risp, a lair, impartial, just, and honomble 
'' trial;" . v 

f . . ': i 

t tiaVe taken no notice of some insinuations 
that have been spread abroad respecting the 
treatment of Louisa ' Calderon in prison^ and 
the length of timfe she was confined there t 
for correct information on the fir si p6int, I 
refer my' reader, tg Appendix^ No. IV. And 
as to the second^ ^he reader has. had ^from 
Castro the.Eficfivano's own declaration on oath, 
page 126, •" tfiai no fault ii to be laid cither tQ 
^^ theJudgCy or himself ^ that they boiti acted so 
^^ as to bring the. affair to as speedy a termination 
" as possibki and to discover the truth J' Inde^ 
peiident of this, an inspection of the .process, Na 
h Appendix, will convince the reader^ from the 
tlates in the margin, that the detention in jail 
was the inevitable consequence of th6 minute 
attentilmto the forms and procedure of the^Spa^ 
nish law, and cannot becharg^ as a a fault either' 
on the Bscrivaab, the Alcaldes, or the Governor, 
The objection of a defensor is, I conclude, given 
up on the p^rt of the prosecution as untenable ; 
and as to Louisa Calderon being uader age> 
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cteditaUe to the genius of tAt. Pulfaulfoii and 
his Asaewora, Mr. ftmth^^ialuif V^rg^s^ alias* sJias^ 
and Mr. Juan Mcmtes, tliat I reserve it fer par* 
ticuWr eltrcidationv 



TberetSy hawtvtt^ asnotJber pe^fit of the q&fs-^ 
licm which deserves ft littte morii bonsicheilsitibn^ * 
and I hate assigned it a disfsnct place hi m^ 
iifT^ti^fioli, froih t&euse ^ich hs^hwh "Vetj 
generally madie of ky ^ffid fiom the important 
share nvhich lias fieen assigned to k ift the 
turpitude which even some well meaning^ per^ 
sons hav« thongbt proper to attach to^ this 
punishments It is this; liaX notwithstanditigr 
all the force of the kir atkthotitiea whieh we 
hav^ brought ferww^ ttct ^^v«ft grtuMing that 
thit €0de of the Becq>ilaciiQfii mad«i»>ateerMioil' 
in the old CastiKan codeir pMsuming thftt thtr^ 
punishment of picket^ oi-tortiure^ was p)n>*<« 
WMUieed to be Iqgal in Triitidad;. stHl H; hm^ 
been proved mMMtioyeitibly, ^i3Mt theyf^imsbo ' 
meat of Louisa CiHAshM WiiAfautt lostaaiiet 
of ssieh a sentence being rrer ^inflictod ia that> 
idand. ' The witaiessoi caUed to pi0¥e lll^s pwrt^t 
did certainty «#w iipo« tfe point; and JMcj 
Bq^nat bimsd^ ait the eonc hribii ofbiside^^ 
ration, page tf7» candidlj)^ acknofrtedges, diatt 
H was ^e first time bt ever b»d'4eeoiii(»#rt» ^ 
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If the obj^tion be intended (whiclji I presume 
it i«),to. iminw^, that tl^a SpaaUh -govemi^Qnt 
of Trinidad, m the former ^dmiiiistra^o&s^ w^ 
s4 ii(m§cmf$fi the ^justice of the principle^ ^id 
of .the4!^ efl^ts^;it«^ jg^fhcdoe, as to suspend the 
exeG^$k>li^<>fthe^(?<ijm^^ l^ws m this respect; 
Jf4t ijliiite©^. to *bew,Tthat the . opprobrium 
ihmi at^^^ tO)tt in the, Spanish time is m^ 
cr^ftsedi ao^^^^ayated b^ its being eiceQutedi- 
aoil:p^*lfe:%W« hy.^ decree of a British Go- 
"^WXQfe J?v^ l3M|$4x f(^^ th^ the authors of 
tlwl««'*»«C rfgawftping^ will tjkfce mtimg hy .the; 
Vgm^mbi . Fpt> ip th« 4rst pjapc^, it is f^ ia^ 
Hn^t fjgfact 1 4^s3ert» tbjU; this >^€aldes wer^ 
ittL t&ie lia^t of ordering atiimnary puiushniesjts 
eq^ly severe, aad mudi mot^ puinfhli on 9/5(^ 
sirtas ofi^prerarication of the accused or accoin^; 
^SSmskf 9f iodeed in an j otho* cause that (Aveyi 
omi^eived merited thia sorl «if torture^ I know 
ffom authoii^ that thss was actua%^ Abe caae. I 
stattiL ifom the iii£cM3iiatioii of Mr* Gourvilie, a 
g^otiemaa o£ cpniwrfffaMe for^^e «^4 h^l^ cha-; 
pUiteVy .wll<^fi{ipasa:$d<»,the trials whahad^ljled 
the&rstQj£$^esttiuief t^goveriune^t^y^nd resided 
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itoL Trinldadfor twcfnty-sixyeats, and who is yet 
in this country, and maj be referred, to, that tbd 
Alcaldes were in the constant h^hity and^ be af* 
firms, legal habit, of ordering different kinds of 
summary punishments for prevarication; That 
to cbtnfe at the truth,- when a good probable 
cause was made out that it was concealed, pun- 
ishments of various kinds were practised on both 
mulattos and blacks. They were sometimes 
ordered a hundred lashes to oblige them to con- 
fess; sometimes tteir thumbs Avere bound 
tightly together with cords, and then the 
shoulders were thrown back, and their arms 
tied tightly together behind, as we see done' 
with rogues, I believe, in- this couiitrjr, .whcf 
are . taken up ou strong suspicions^ ^ to be 
brought pinioned to jail: sometimes their 
heads were put thfough a sort of stacks id 
the neck, and lying on their bellies, in thii 
position they remained for -a very ' eonsiderabte 
time. ' . 

This was very general on all the coasts, parti-" 
cularly of Cumana and Angustura. But it may r 
be asked, Why did not Mr. Gourville state this 
on his examination ? The reasoin is evident^ 
and must have been observed by any person who 
was by, W saw the most dissatisfectory and 
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distressing ^mty in which the evidence of the 
witnesses Was delivered : interpreters were em- 
ployed who neither understood ;the languages^ 
nor seemed to me to possess common sense. 
But independent of this, Mr. Gourville totally 
misunderstood the nature of the word torture 
which was put to him. Mr. Gourville never 
thought that the punishments, which the Ma- 
gistrates or Alcades were in the hahit of order- 
ing according to law, were tortu7*es in the vulgar 
afid common, acceptation of that word. Mr. 
Gourville was in the act of explaining the s6rt 
of punishment which I have described, and others 
which I have tiot troubled my reader with de- 
tailing, when he was stopped by the Counsel; 
I say stopped by the Counsel^ and prevented 
from giving that information which he was 
called upon to give. Well might Mr. Gourville 
cry out, " Jamais ! Jamais !'* of which Mr. Gar- 
row, with inverted ingenuity, made sucji generous 
and Just u$e. Torture, in Mr. Gourville's com- 
prehension of the word, was certainly not the 
picket, but an application of far greater severity, 
which in the ordinary kind ihdsf frequently 
occasioned dislocation, and otl er serious injuries ; 
at¥l in the extraordinary, such as breaking 
on the wheel, was generally followed by death. 
2%e^e were the modes of torture to which Mr. 
Gourville gave the emphgifical *lJaraais !" and 
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md full d^i%ortlib't>mclised'lmtpait^¥ ^^^ 
in thcr stati!(!itt o^ an'i/^ttktfe. . 
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-I thertftii'6 ' tamtam; cthtt'Tthe Vecognillbn 
6f the' pf'inciptd lind prdctlbe of this sort Af 
punishni^nt ts thus-c6mplete, an3: its ^ftill* an J 
entite bstaMisliracnt ids alaw atid^pradtfcfe b? the 
cotintiy in file 'grcdief caks^ siichl as thut of 
Louiss^ Calderon's, \^eit the"^rb(3^teV^ <:5&t^^^^ 
on before the Gdf embf s tribtin^) is fcatred 
enly by tax ordbnnairce, 6r reflation, Which 
required all the inftridr tHbtliials'td* traiismit 
their isentencds to the Royd Audiehce or Csm^c- 
eas f6r approbation, mitigatioD, or rejectiota! 
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But in cases of hnj^rtance, where krge roblJe- 
ries were committed, in cases of burgkn'ies, my 
reader is long since informed, that the THnidad 
government had not the power to punish, or to 
inflict their own sentences, or to execute thehr 
own decrees. These were dl sent^ sometimes 
with, and sometimes without the prisoner, to ti^ife 
Caraccas; and instances are not unfrequent of 
the culprit and the decree being both rkumed 
to Port of Spam twelve months and mote alflter 
they had been sent away by the CrOvernof, 
with orders for the execution of the prisonef% 
and when every drcumsiance rei»pectiH^ hiM 
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zdA his, g?m(e.,|rw ^«lww9t- ewkiw^r fi?fg(^tte», 

that in such a case a^s^ X^^^, fb^^fP^'^?^ .^^ 
punishn^nt was not for a crime actually , com* 
Qiitted^ but, $^o^^ijg tp t^ priuci{^ of the 
Spanish Id^Wf it was to extract a declaration 
(from ft« acseessary in a robbery which had been 
circumstantially proved, and acknowledged by 
the party,) o£ what they had dwe with the 
"nwmsy so plundered. If it became necessary 
to send sudi preliminary sent^ices as these 
tq tine Royal Audience of Caraccas^ there must 
bie an end to all government; you could not 
only not inflict a sentenoe for ascertained dplin- 
quency, or conviction of guilt, but you. could not 
go the previous step which those laws allow, ^ 
to^di^over the &ct of coiiunissicm or perpetra* 
tia% cnx suchi^rounds^of suspicioa as their ablei^ 
Jvii^9c;fipis^l(s ^p^gni^e jiftst and reasonable^ la 
alji mmor.casQs it has been shewn, that the 
jSilealdes, were not restrained in the exercise: 
in:^of:m^tude the, ]J interfered a«d 
mevenied them., And surely in a case, whiqh 
^^a^ been; prbi^o^nced and acknowledged, by 
in?igi3trajtes of great experiej^Ci men whp. had 
liyed-&;r^more than twenty^ years in the ooJony, 
^ suj)eriQx in.in^gnijtude tQ.any within the scope 
'of thdr ne^pKSibraince; in a caap wibich in;voked 
coiis|;<|y^enQes of a very serious nature, wh^re the 
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* o6»fideiice between the'master ahfi 'strvay id 
destroyed to such an extetit as to swalbw lip the 

. whole forjtune of a poor and ind usurious hard- 
working maU) who had, by the closest industty 
Jind the most attentive vigilance, collected a 
sum which conirtituted his ail; I say, in such a 
case, it aj^ears to me that the vigorous atid 
UTiquahfied conden^nation of a Spanish law 
sentence being, executed upon a Spanish persofl/ 
whose habits of mind and feelings, as I havcJ 
befdre said, were formed and settled ' by thosef 
Jaws, who had for- her whole life j lived undei* 
die severe operations of » them*,, and : who harf 
never known Any odier; I say, that' in subh^ 
circtimstances, the man who arraigns cither the 
cqndtijct of the magistrate who tried the case; 
and recommended the sentence, or the. determi- 
itiation of the. Judge who followed that magis-^ 
teri^l recommendation as the sentence of theiaW" 
and the^ulp of his conduct, may. possess yetfim^*^ 
which^ abstractedly taken,, do credit to his heart ^ 
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* It nyiy seem to some persons, I suppose, rather an 9ig- 
graTatidh of this imputed prime to state, that Louisa Ca}deroa 
was of a class esteemed Tile in the eye of the Spanish law ; 
.and of a profession that subjected her to the utmost seTeritj 
of treatq^ent on ^11 criminal occaaions. 

If it should be so considered, let it be remembered, at ihe 
same time, that the defect (if therebe one,) isin'the law^ 
and not in the magistrate ^ho executes it. 
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\fQ3i I will be bold to say, ia the face of the 
People of England, with the blood of an 
Englishman flowing in my veins, "^and with 
the honest * and unaffected practice of huniat 
pity and charity, which I - trust have evrir 
(parked my actions and conduct in life, that 
isuch a nian does not possess an understandings 
which,. . AvhjBn called into action in difficult and 
trying ^twatipns> will either add to his own 
iiepja^tion, or to the pejinanence and stability 
X)f, the British Empire. Is there ;;any man of 
jcpmmon gense, whq will s^y t|iat a British 
^fficer> as spon< 93 .the accidents of service 
pl^ce Jiim in a situatipn whefre jiis fotal ignor 
xance pf th^ \^w^9 custom$) and manners of a 
newly cgjnquered .people must be prersupposedi 
^nd wtiere he is required^ and directed to : act 
pnlv accprding to the best of bis judgment, that 
a mir^cl^' i$ to be wrought upon his under- 
sta^di^g) and that he i$ to be immediately 
^filled with a complete knowledge olf ^l the sta- 
tuttjs,; xild and new, all the ordinances, ancient 
and modern, ]by which that country ever has 
been governed ? Will any man look me in the 
fiice, and ^y this without laughing at me? 
Colonel Picton, I hope, had not such vain and 
conceited notions, as to suppose, that his judge- 
ment had been defecated of all human errots^ 



that Urn li»lts of bis cooqKidttiiADii warn 

suddenly ^tended, dead Vithoitt an hsmt of 
previoM study, without practice,, or priiici^ 
Im was to be motaatattmud^ versed ia the te- 
coqdite knowledge of a deq>, aad oftes obscuirt 
^)aausk jurisprudeftce. Can any consyerate or 
reflecting person persuade himself, ttiali wheii 
there were nien of -talents and experience * to 
adtisc, direciv snd instruct him m » new sys* 
iem oi legal pvai^ke, Cokmet Fict^i eoiiM 
hecw the .fially» the temerity^ the cFimiaai ef^ 
fiontery td take opos hiiMell^ after a shott resi* 
dence in the cmmtcy, ti^^ direct t^se very per^ 
aims in the piae<^ and execution of those liiws, 
which thay had been adlnufmtering iR>r the 
greater part of their lives? If there he a per* 
son who entertains siueh ccmtemptible opinbns 
>«f the undbrstanding and eofidact^of Cokmd 
Picton, I nmst say, that they know him or 
iMak ham a very different man from what I 
ito* Nby Cornel Piston did ^ such thing; 
gi^at dgeet was ixy encourage and support 



* Perhaps there Ib not a British possession in all thp 
^est Indies, Uiat afforded two men of greater natnral 
tdtotB^, andef moreexperience,. Aair the ishmdof TrinMU, 
imeaa, Mr.'BlMk. aad Mn Begorral^. wMfi whom CSoioiid 
Keloo^coaffattedloajaU diffiaiiUr«Marieiis« 
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lhtrmg\stmte iti th* execution of his duty ; he 
knew ftoiH* experience, the invaluable conse- 
Qil<|naes )vhicb had derired to his government, 
ff^m die ardent and eealous protection which 
j^O'Ofifored to ev^eiy 4^cer under his command, 
^vU^aofd omlititfy. Beace, order, tranquillity^ 
4^d happ^q;»,. Extension of commerce and of 
^grrc^lfllJC^j^' all these, and much more, were the 
i^ult 9f|a|p]0i^e^vand unmterrupted attention to 
tltffi %dxrtjtw§fisit\im .of justice in every depart- 
Q^^ntr. aWlvtt was it that produced those ho- 
qorahk ^4 unquestioned testimonials found in 
t]ii9 wbofe .coarse ,Qf i the interrogatories in the 
hjp^y^of the iietwn to the. mandamus so ofteix 
ailjiid^d to ?. /jyhy have tho^ active and zealoua 
Jii^igistra(e^. (CfirfiQ, forward whea their praise or 
£j^JAg[\W be.pf.no use or interest tp 

]tj}^?iv^, ;,e2fPfipt wh^e the foul breath of 
^c]^ tiP \C9Jiu|nniato^ as Mr. FulUrton would 
BC^^lously insinuate, tbat they- were leagued 
^jBl«lf^^9o^e^gu64 ^itli him in criQies, and com* 
Jl^?Myji.ijn4i!an}ted ip ^ $yst^ <jf tyranny, op- 
pression, and blood, k it natural, is it reason-* 
able, ,is. it fair, nay is if possible to suppose, 
\hat when the Escrivano' Castro brought up the 
IJ^J)UJ^lendAti9u,frpm the niagistrate, apd witli 
^j9^ tl^, cp^ncQinitwt formd ii^ual and Becessary 
on isuch occasionsi explained the proceedings, 
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Md virtually actmg in hW capacity as As* 
sessor^ dictated, Utea^Uy dictate, Widem verbis^, 
the sentence of the law; that at 6uch a con- 
juncture, and under such circumstances, Colo- 
nel Pictou oouWi ba Actuated by any sentiment^ 
but an obedience to that law and that foray, ef 
which he had been, during the whole course of 
his administration, labouring diligently, and 
uni^emittingly to extend the. benefits)^ by precept, 
by persuasion, and by exdtnple? That any 
thing o£ tyranny, naalice, or ill-will, ot any 
sordid passion could intermingle itftelf towards 
a low and unhappy culjprit, whom he had never 
-in his life seen, is utterly incomprehensible, ex:- 
cept by persons who possess more of the mind 
of an evili spirit, than a human being, Cftrl it 
be believed, that th6 author of this prdsecutdon,^ 
Mr. FuUarton, had ii\ his possession for weelcs^ 
the original of the very copy of the process of 
which I have given the heads in tli© Appendix ? 
that he must have been fully master of all the 
/ormalities and attentions which were paid to 
the smallest f^orms of that kw by the Alcaldes 
who conducted it ? and yet with all this staring 
htm in tli^e face, with the most perfect convic- 
tion of 4;he base principles on which he grounded 
this cfaairge, a^ in spite of all the compunctions 
and visitations^ of a tiroubled cotiscience, yet 
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did be pe!he?W5rc, tme to the mtftto which he hu 
prefiit^ to his Itisst book» whici), ibr the amuse* 
inent of my i^der, I tlius trahslate : 

<f Th lie cede malis, seff e Aiti^ iltLdeotioir itd«" 

* • * « 

Ne'er let disgrace, disaster, or dismay 
Arrest your progress, or obstruct your way ; 
' Be bdtd inf wickedness, absdt^d from shame 
. ?:- : Let 0v'ry 'Tice iegxade, aikd brand youx name. 

w 

And now to a most material and a most ca* 
inam part of this inqoiiy . Attributing, as I do» 
by fer the greatest part of the obloquy which 
ban been liiroMrn on Cdohel Hcton for his ob- 
lervance and attention to the administration 
oftfielaws which he was directed to administer, 
%b me^ttts and practideSf of which I shall pro* 
duce somb specmiens before I close this letta*, 
told which in point' of atrocity perhaps exceed 
atiy tfiat evar were resorted to in the most liccn*^ 
tibu^ period of our history^ with every due 
aUo^i^atlce and consideration for the efFecta 
which the machinations of the most malicious 
and subtle enemy could produce; still I cannot 
e^use to wonder and to ask, how it is possible, 
that some pet^ns of sober minds and impartial 
judgietnents could be so far (influenced I shall 
tiot say) but deluded by representations to 
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which it must baffle even common credulity 
Jot one moment to give credit or reception. Let 
me ask one platri and simple question; why 
has all this noisy and vaporous representation of 
tyranny, of inhumanity, of cruelty, and all the 
other epithets which vulgar malice could sug- 
gest, been crammed down the thioats of the 
people of this country ? Let me demafid^ and I 
challenge an answer from any man in the na- 
tion, lavner or no lawyer, of whatever state or 
profession — What ' crime has Colonel Picton 
been really guilty of in the punishment of Lodisa 
Cafderon ? f las he been accused of, or indicted 
for a breach of an English or British law r 
No. Is he accused of punishing a British 
subject contrary to a British statute ?—^No. 
Did the Grand Jiiry of Middlesex find a; true 
bill against him for a wanton infraction of an 
act of parliament ? — No, Was he tried by the 
Court of King^s Bench on such a charge?— No 
such thing. Was he even tried for a breaeh of 
that law under which he, and all the magis- 
trates who acted with him, conceived and 
proved themselves bound by ?^ — By* n<y means* 
Was he conVicted of a breach of any. 6f those 
laws or ordinances ? — I say, certainly not. — I 
annoimce to the people of England, and my 
character as a man of honor and veracity, is 
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fitakad and pledged upon tlie declaration, that 
O»lofiel PiotoQ.Mras caavicted by a British Jury, 
on the statement or averraent of law which does 
not subsist, which never did subsist, except 
in the bold assertion of Mr. Fullar ton's counsel. 
He said,, that Colonel Picton was bound to ad- 
minister the < law which he found, in Trinidad at 
the time ^f the conquest . He maintained, that 
tills wias not the Old Castilian Spanish law ; it 
was the RecopiJacion de las Indias :-^I sat near 
him. He astonished me I The noble and learned 
Judge heard him ! — What shall 1 say, he be- 
lieved him ! The Jury of course believed him, 
,aad tiwy found accordjnjjly ! J 

« - • ' • 

I have good reason here to implore my rea* 
der's patience, and ' I turn so to do with es^ger-^ 
nesa, anticipating that he* has pronounced me 
a vain and conceited man to presume to arraign 
the opinions of question tlie knowledge of a 
person . so higih, and so eminent in the profession 
of the law* Let rae entreat him ' to consider 
for one moment that I am not contesting with 
that learned gentleman on what is, or is not, 
the law of the Pritish empire. This would be 
^ arrogance and a folly for which I should well 
4^%&ev^ the character of an ideot or a bedlamite : 
I .acft ' simply contesting a question of general 
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infcrmafion, which I have a. right, and am en* 
titled to do; aiid on iMs ground^* and this 
^lotie, is the learned gentlematt my opponent. 
The learned cput^sel kiiows when asiertion is 
better than reasoning. Here was tio occasion 
for laborious research ; no iblips, no dates, no 
itncient authorities, no Edwards or Henrys, n0 
jus gentium to refer to, A stout^ firm, shall 
I say rash and brainless assertiot), assured^ satisr 
iied, and convinced his hearers, and sav<ed bil9 
all the trouble and labor of ifit^Uectnal exer^ 
tion. 

What the hw is which prevails, or does not 

prevail, in the Spanish West India colonies, 

J hold myself as competent to know, a^id to be a 

Judge of, as Mr- G,, or s^iy othpr lawyer in 

England ; and I shall lose all pretension to thp 

reputation to which I aspire iji this publication, 

if the ne?tt trial of Colonel Kcton does not place 

beyond all doubt, question, or controversy, tl^e 

law and the doctrine which I h^ve mai|itained oi^ 

the subjpct, Can any of my readers be surprised 

(I am §ure they will not when they reflect) tliat I 

express myself ip th^e strong and unqualified 

terms^ when thpy are told that thp day, the 

: inauspicious day^^ I qiuph fear, tb^t the Court 

fi); W^^tpiipster Hall Mt i|l judgmeiM^ on tjiig 
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im]>ortant qimtioo, il; virtually, I may say, 
n^soLved itself; intQ a Spanish criipina} court, (tbis 
is the &cty sophisticate it. as you will,) feeling 
itself, and of course publicly declaring itself, 
perfectly skiUed in, and competent to judgei all 
matters and tilings relating thereto. 

I am no lawyer : I know nothing of the powers 
c^ the Court of King^s Bench ; it may be com- 
petent to take cognizance of every thing above 
the earth and below the earth, of aerial as well as 
of corporeal substances, for aught I know, or 
pretend to know; I barely state a fact, which no 
inan can contrpirert, that the Court of King's 
Bench did, by the mere sitting in judgement 
tipon the case of Louisa Caldercm mrius Thomas 
Picton ; or, if my reader prefers the legal Ian* 
gus^, ^< The King against Thomas Picton, 
^' Esq.,*' did, I sayi deem and pronounce itself 
firmed with sufficient power, and endowed with 
sufficient knowledge and skill in the Spanish cri- 
minal law, to aiivard sentence and pa^s judgement 
on the said Thomas Picton, Esq., in the case of 
Louisa Calderon. As the great Dr. Johnson 
Mid in some part of his Biographical Remarks, 
f^ I am noiw walking upon ashes, under which the 
•* fiery embers have not been yet extinguished.*' 
]|owever, I neither mean nor intend the smallest 
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disrespect : for the noble and learned- Judge who 
tried the case, I feel the most reverential respect ; 
of the verdict of an English Jury I think as an 
Englishman should; in every case, situation, and 
circumstance connected with English . law, ,the 
opinion and verdict of the Court of King's Bench, 
is, in my mind, most sacred: but when that 
Court, by whatever power or privilege it may be 
sanctioned, came to resolve itself, as I have 
before said and re-assert, into a Spanish crizninal 
tribunal, consequently declaring itself endowed 
with sutiicient knowledge of that Spanish law 
to try and decide upon the justice or injustice of 
any act committed under its cognizance, it did. 
what, I will yenrture to maintain, no reasonable 
man could expect it was,' or could be, fairly^ 
fully, and effectually, for all the purposes of 
th^ investigation of truth, or the due execution 
of that hwy competent to do; what it was 
impossible, I say, it could do; and what I 
have proved that the verdict of that Court 
completely heiu mxi out in saying that it did noj; 
do. 

I hope and trust that I may not b^ ttiisr 
understpod in what I have said Qn^tljia SHt^dciti 
that it will not be supposed I atn^ presailldi^ 
to arraign the proceedings aKd the . vfiv^iA 
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of the Court, of King's Bench. Far from it; 
I firmly bdi€\^ that that Court did' all that 
couU be done under the circumstances^ ^*tha£ 
** it made the best of the case*.** It made 
endeavours and approximations to truth; but 
surely/ it is scarcely necessary to add, after what 
J have already said, that if thei'e were but the 
single following circumstanpe.to prove what I 
have been advancing, it would place the matter 
beyond doubt or contradiction^* and that cir- 
cumstance is this ; that if the Court of King^ft 
Bench possessed all the ktiowledge and skill ia 
tlie Spanish law which it is acknowledged^ and 
to the honour, boast, and glory of England uni- 
versally agreed, that it possesses of English law, 
would it suffer Mr. G. to rise up and advance 
that to be a law which does not exist ? Would it 
suffer him, or any other lawyer, without contra- 
diction, to maintain^ in the face of the court; 
that in Jamaica or Antigua, or any other of 
our po83essions^ a system of laws, or an act 
of parliament, prevailed there which never were 



* ^^ With respect to the law of Spmn^ I may say, "with 
^^ great deference to the Noble Lord who presides in thi« 
<^ Court, that of this he is supposed to Have no knowledge 

Fi4fe Mr. Dattas's Speeah on Generfd Pietosn^s JViaL 



enacted? Certainly not If any lawyef could 
have been mad enough to have expressed himself 
ih such an ignorant way, the Conrt would have 
instantly silenced him* Yet have we seen a man 
rise up» and boldly assert^ without contradiction^ 
^stop, or opposition, that a system of law essen* 
daUy difiering in its principle and practice &Gm 
the parent state, (a difference in itself seemingly 
unnatural and unreasonable,) was prevalent, still 
subsists, and takes place in the most obscure and 
ini^ignificant comer of its colonies. After wit-* 
nessing such a thing, can I hesitate from saying, 
that the trial was but an approximation to truth ? 
No, it is impossible. 

■ 

In investigating the four different parts of the 
charge against Colonel Picton which have passed 
under my examination, I trust that I have, to the 
entire conviction of my readers, unanswerably 
proved, that three parts of these four into whtch 
I divided it for the purpose of 9. more complete 
and distinct refutation, are utterly false, ground*- 
less» and scandalous ; I mean, the secondpi^Tt, which 
charged him with punishing Louisa Qalderon 
^* under a supposition of a robbery f the third 
part, in whkh an improper ijiterference of 
Colonel Picton in her trial and punishment 
is insinuated, on account^ as Mr. FuUarton 
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malkSon^y observes, ** of Pedro Ruiz being 
^* an agent <Tcqucntly employed by Colonel 
^' Picton,'* And the foufth part, which states 
'* the punishment to be applied vnth such seve* 
^* rity that she fell down in appearance dead, 
^^ and there wad no physician or surgeon to 
''* sist,''— Vide Appendix, Noj IV. I now come to 
that part, of which) in P^gc 1 S6, 1 have promised 
my reader a particular elucidation, and which I 
pledged myself to make so creditable to the 
genius of Mr. Fullarton, It stands first in the 
^division, and is, ** For the application of torture to 
*' extort confession from I/>uisa Calderon, a 
** girl under fourteen years of age ;•* that is, to a 
person of that *gc whom the Spanish law exempts 
from punishment of that nature. I am of opi- 
nion, th*t Mn Fullarton, in his eagerness to ren-^ 
der this a full and perfect criminating charge, 
entire ^nd com[dete in all its points and bearings^ 
for a moment lost sight of the original principle 
pn which he grounded the charge itself. The 
charge itself, taken wholly and altogether, was 
for torturing a Spanish girl. We shall for a 
moment go along with Mr. Fullarton in the 
principle, and forget the circumstances ; and his 
indictment so far says, " for unlawfully, mall**- 
^^ ciously^ and without any probable cause, in- 
ff Ijicting the torture pn Louisa Calderon, one of 
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** His Majesty's jsubjects," Had the <:liarge, as 
it is placed in the council books of Trinidad; 
ran thus, or had the indictment bieen worded in 
thiif wa^y the thing would have been unqualified i 
but when, the words^ '' of under fourteien years 
" of age," ar^ found in both, there seems a sus» 
picion that Mr. Fullarton had, for a moment, 
as I have said, lost sight of his principle— -^/i- 
^uando bonus dormitat Hamerus ! — »0n the face 
of the indictment^t is difficult (except for a law- 
yer) for a man of common-place understanding 
to decide ' whether Colonel Picton is charged 
witli ** unlawfully, maliciously^ arid without 
prQbal>l^ cause, torturing Louisa Calderon^ 
one of his Majesty's subjects,'* or whether he 
is accused of ** unlawfully, maliciously, and 
** without probable cause, torturing Louisa^Cal-* 
** deron, a girl und^ Jourteen jfears (^ agt^ 
The difference (with submission to the lawyers) 
seems to me material, n?.y vital ; perhaps I should 
say, to be understood by thtm^ fa|;^ ; fatal for 
this reason, that if Colonel Picton is to hp tri^d 
upon the charge of having, contrary to law, 
inflicted the torture on Louisa Calderon, " a% 
*' under four teen years ofage^ then the qwestiou 
of guilty or not guilty would depend entirely on 
the proof of her age ; and this would be all 
that the jury should be permitted to consider 
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and determine ; . or, to speak intelligibly to the 
lawyers, *^ all that should go to the jury/* 
or " all for their consideration ;" and to my dull 
l^al optics this certainly seems to be the most 
natural meaning of the charge and indictment — 
because we are sure that torture to extort con- 
fe^ioo was the law of Spain : It is uncontra- 
dicted even by Mr. Fullarton and his counsel 
that it is now the few of Spain; and if I have 
bften able to prove that those criminal laws are 
in foil force in the island of Trinidad, then I say) 
that the qualification or excepthn of his charge 
stands, and alone stands; because it has not 
been attempted to be denied, excused, or pal- 
liated, that if Louisa Calderon could be proved 
to have been a minor, or under fourteen years, 
at the time she was punished, the magistrates) 
JEUid consequently by implication Colonel Picton, 
would have been found to have acted illegally, 
and thev would have been left without defence 

my 

or plea of ignorance ; because according to those 
laws, as cited and proved by Mr. Begorrat, this 
Question of age was the very first that should by 
law be put to Louisa Calderon ill the commence* 
ment of the process j and which was actually put 
to her by Mr. Begorrat. 
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Q. Did ever Louisa Calderon, in any stage 
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*.*. of >the proceecKng^ b^re your tiiinmal^ alieg* 
^ tbat ^be was a minor^ and imder tlie -age of 
** fourteen years ? 

" A. No : on the contraiy, in her first extra-^ 
*V j^dioial declaration^ which I have already men- 
^ tioned, the fi est question put to her fae6>re the 
** Escri vfuio C^sttp was as to bfsr age aitd pro- 
fession I and she aii$were4 theU^ Jihehadpasfted 
fciurtttn years ; ^nd as to her profeasion^ she 
had been living with Pedro Kuis, as bis ooii« 
Gubine^ for near three yeara; which declam* 
don left no doubt with vctp 9i^ to her age> 
^ as the law £xed the ag« of puberty al 
•♦ twelve years*'' 

The principle of torture, or the Jaw which pre- 
vailed in Trinidad on this sul^ect, was the simple 
question which was tried and found* The jury 
believed Mr» G/s most unfounded ^d ignorant 
Assertion that there ^u>as no law^ and they natu* 
rally and justly found according as 4:he law w^ 
laid down by Mr. G» But did they find Colonel 
Picton guilty of breaking the Jaw, because Louisa 
Calderon was under fourteen years of age ? No % 
the question was not agitated. And why was it 
not put to the jury according to the words, or 
counts, (begging the lawyers' pardon,) of the 
jndictB^ent ? This is the very query that I am 
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ROW to amwer, leaYing all mg legal dbuhlSy 
IS abov« described, as a bone for the lawyers to 
gnaw if they think proper-^ 

There ean be little doubt that Mr. Falkrton 
QS^d every honest industry to ascertain with 
exactness the precise age of Louisa Calderon* 
The grosiiest part of his charge, I mean that part 
which, if it had b^en ascertained, would have 
aggravated Colonel Ficton's imputed crime in 
the first pkce, but, what was more msfterial to 
Mr. FuUarton's purpose, it would have had a 
greater popular effect in this country : the pla- 
cards, and the posture master figures, the blacks 
and the whites, the spikes and the pulleys, and 
the whole tasteful apparatus of beautiful imagery 
that ha»e betn efxhibited to the good people of 
Lot\don, and exported in waggon loads in 
octavos^ duodecimos, and quartos cut down, 
in pamphlets^ half pamplilets, all at reduced 
prices, to the wholesale and retail dealers in 
the -country, all these have lost their fine relief 
and most glowing colour by the failure of that 
essential and integral pftrt^-^die absence of the 
bloom and flower and blossom attending Made- 
moiselle Calderon when at thirteen years of age. 
Mr. Fullarton*s honor and rq)utation were staked 
to prove it ; it was sworn before the grand jury ; 
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it was put to the petty jury; it was announced to 
all England, to the iieges of Scotland, to tlie 
ladies who received ter 6n her landing at Glas- 
gow, and who commiserated the hard usage of 
the tender and interesting young Spanish Se- 

nora ^ all the British empire rung with the inteU 
ligence ; and the veracity of Mr. Fullarton Wjas 
staked to make good the point I have pre- 
faced the business a little more circumstantially 
than I otherwise should, if I had not committed 
myself to exhibit Mr. FuUarton's genius in his 
endeavours to accomplish what he found a little- 
more difficult to complete than he was first 
aware of: however, though he failed, there 
lemains the hand of a master it is evidei&t. 
O ariificem probum ! What was liis first step ? 
The register of her baptism — ^for I cannot deny 
that Louisa is a Christian. Copying the real 
register, or tearing out the page in which it was 
registered, would have been a clumsy^ piece of 
artifice^ which, would neither answer the pur- 
pose of an ingenious fraud, nor accomplish the 
object in view; What was to be done? The 
Priest \ happy thought* ! The Reverend Father 
Josef Maria Angeles. 



* At furiis Caci mens effera, ne quid inausum. 
Attt intractatum scderisve dolive fuisset ; 

VlRo. -flEN. 8. I. 905. 
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Let U3 hear the Reverend and Holy Eathen 



fiefore the Court. ' 

Present, 
The Lkutexant-Govemor. 



« 

T%e Meoerend Father Josef Maria Angeles^ 

on Oath, 

The witness was here desired to produce the 
register ; which he did. 

" Q. Doeft that book contain the register (£ 
*^ the baptism of Louisa Calderon. 
" A, Ye9. 

*' The witness was desired to turn to the entry 
*^ made in the register of the baptism of Louisa 
" Calderon. He first shewed a memorandum 
« on the date of September' 178S, Folio 59 in 2 ; 
"' and afWwards' hie pmnt'ed oirt Folio 89. a c 
^ in 2 of the said registry, wherein was written 
s* as follows :— 
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SPANISH. 

'^ Luisa Parvula Hija natural de Maria del 
*^ Rosario Calderon Proveniente de Cariaco 
'^ Provmcia de Cumana en Costa firnia, nacio 

" a viente y cinco de Agosto del ano mil sete- 
" cientos ochenta y ocho (y oy dia once da 

" Septiembre del mismo ano en esta Rectorial 
" Iglesi.a la Conception de nuestra Senoria Par- 
*^ roqvtial del Puerto de Espana siendo Madrina 
" Luisa Villegas Parde libre accompanada da 
" Juan Santiago Bacuba Pardo libre instruido 
" del Parentesco Espiritual y demas Obliga- 
" Clones en acto tan solemne contrahidas) fue 
" segun las Formulas y Ceremonias del Ritual 
" Romano baptizada solemnemente por el Pres- 
" biters? D. B* Estovan Aneses y Arragon Sacris- 
** tan de Cura Castrense Parroco Rector que 
<* soy de I03 nuevos Colonos de la Isla Trinidad 
" de Barlovento, y de los Antiguos Habitantes 
** del Puerto de Espana por S, M. C, 

" De quei doy fe 

'* B. Jo^EF Maria Angeles*" 
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ENGLISH. 

*' Louisa, au infant, natural daughter of Maria 
*' del Rosario Calderon, coming from Cariaco, in 
" the province of Cumana^ on the Costa Finna, 
** BORN THE 25th OF AuGUST 1788, (and this 
day, the 11 th of September of the same year, 
in this rectorial church the Conception of our 
Lady, the parish^church of the Port of Spain, 
Louisa Villegas, a free mulattress, being her 
godmother, accompanied by Juan Santiago 
*^ Bacuba, a free mulatto, informed of the spi- 
'^ ritual relationship, and other obligations, cpn- 
** tracted by so solemn an act), she was, agree- 
^^ able to the forms and ceremonies of the Roman 
" ritual, baptized solemnly by the presbiter, Don 
•* Estevan Aneses, and Arragon Sacristan, mili- 
^* tary curate and parish rector that I am of the 
" new settlers of the island of Trinidad to wind- 
'^ ward, as also of the ancient inhabitants of the 
" Port of Spain by his Catholic Majesty. 
*' To whjch I give, faith, 

** Josef Maria Angeles." 



" Aneses. 
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*' Q. Is the manuscript in Folio $9 in your 
« hand-writing ? 

« A. Yes. 

" Q. Is the entry in Folio 89 in 2 in your 
" hand- \Wi ting; was it made at the time of the 
^ . baptism of Louisa Calderon, or afterwards ? 

^ A. It is in my hand-writing, and entered two 
^ or three months afterwards, 



fy 



Mr, Attorney General moved the Court that 
the Reverend Father Pedro Reyes Bravo, the 
VitStr-Gcneral of the Colony, be directed to 
Suspect the book of registry of baptisms pro- 
duced . by the witness Josef Maria Angeles ; 
and that he appear before the Court, and deliver 
on oath at the next meeting the observations 
he has then made upon such book, and the 
**ntries thefein. This motion objected to by Mr. 
Hc^es^ but over-ruled by his Kvcelkncy the 
Gctocmor* 



The Mev^ Faihei^ Jhsef Maria Angeks 

continued. 

^ Q. How much time elapsed between the 
'' baptism of Louisa Calderon and the making 
^^ of the entry? 
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'* A. I believe one year or more. 

** Q. Do you mean to swear that the entry 
" wai fairly made, and that in the making of it 
** you acted consistently with your duty as a 
*' priest, and your' feelings as a conscientious 
*' man f 

*• A. Yes. 

" Q. Have you any doubt of the child having 
'^ been baptized, and at the time mentioned iu 
** the memoranda ? 

" A. None. 

•* Q. From what source of information was 
" the exa£l day of the birth of Louisa Calde- 
*' ron ascertained as entered fn the registry ? 

" A. The godfathers and godmothers came 
'* to me at my house, and desired me to bap* 

*^ tize a child of such an age : the registry does 
" not ascertain the age, or the colour, but only 
** the baptism. 

" Q. Is the entry of Louisa Calderoii's birth 
•^ in the register book of baptisms conclusive 
" as to the day of her birth ? 

•^ A. I never saw the child. I cannot swear 
•* to her birth. The entry is not conchisive of 

m 

•* her age. / only had it from her godmothef^ 
^* godfather, parents, and relations. 
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** Q. Was the infonnation oChw age give& to 
** you ju writing ? 
"A. No, verbally. 

" Q. HAVE YOU GIVEN ANY TRANSCRIPT 
« OR CERTIFICATE OF THE BAPTISM OF 
« LOUISA CALDERON TO HERSELF Ol^ 
" ANY OTHER PERSON; IF SO, WREN?- 

« A. I GAVE TWO TO DON JUAN MON- 
« TES AND HER MOTHER, WHEN HE 
« WENT TO LONDON FROM THIS ISLAND^ 

» Q. WERE SUCH CERTIFICATES PRE- 
<' CISELY CONFORMABLE TO THE ENTRY? 

'^ A. WORD FOR WORD, 

** Q. Then all you know about the baptism 
** of Louisa Calderon is, making an entry of it 
* * in the register book from the paper given tq 
* ' you by the Sacristan ? 

'' A. No other," 

There were many other questions put to this 
father, which I thmk unnecessary to copy : Mr, 
FuUarton nfiay publish them if he pleases, 

' The Reverend Father, Don Pedro Rey^s Bravo, 
attended in pursuance of the order aforesaid, 
and was duly sworn, according to hi$ religio^j 
and situation. 
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'* Q:. Are yon the Vicar-G^neral qf this 
^'island? 

" A. I am the Vicar of the whole island.*' 

^^ Q. Are you an ecclesiastical Judge iq this 
'** colony? 

" A. Yes. 

** Is Don Padre lifaria Angeles under youf 
'^ jurisdiction ? 

^' A. Yes* 

" Q. Have yow, according to the order of 
'^ the Court, examifaed the registry of the bap- 
tisms of Louisa Calderon in page 89, and the 
^^ note relating to it in page 59, and what oh*- 
^' s^vations have you made upon it?^ . 

" I have madie my observations aud put them 
^^ on paper, apd I beg leave to producie it to the 
*' Court, 

^ * By the Court. You can only, recur to your 
^' notes to refresh your memory ; but you must 
'* relate the observations which have occurred to 
* * you vmi mc^* 

" A. The first observation is ; that the entry 
" (lapartida) of Louisa Calderon*s baptism cer- 
" tifies her to have bee» baptized the 1 1th of 
«* September,. 1788, in fo. 89, after the end of 
^^ the book, entitled and signed ' the first book,' 
f^ 5it the?n4 of the year 17§9. The second is, 
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^' h^tmmti the &x$i md ^^cotid book$ pf l^ same' 
" volume are found four pages, which ^pear to 
" hsiye \mn l*ft bUqk, either on purppse, or to 
^^ ju^ly tb^ fir»i^<»w of ti)Q curate : twenty- 
*' eight entries, entitled partidas extraviadg9» are 
'" placed without order or proportion^ and at the 
^^ end of them is another n.ot£» signed to excite 
*' attention to the said entries, a little bejpw 
" which is written the word finis. After this 
^^ there remain two pages, and part of another, 
•*'* between the fiijis of one book and the begin- 
^^ ning of the pther, in which place are three 
•** more partidas, of which the last is that bf 
'^ Louisa Calderon, leaving ^fter it a blank of 
^* a page and a half, contrary to the usual cus- 
^^ torn. The third observation is, that the three 
*^ partidas, of which the last is that of Lonisa 
f < O^lderon, thpugh oldef by its date, were with- 
*^ out doubt entpred the last, as appears by thts 
^^ ink. The fourth observation is ; that at the 
" end of the said partidas, after the signature 
*^ of the Curate, Don Josef Maria Angeles, 
^^ foUowifKg the same line is writtm ' Ifado ei 
*^ ^ certificadQ a- €ll&,^ and a line drawn through 
** it, which does not appear to be of mo^-e re- 
^\ cent writing than that of the entry. Rfth? 
*^ ly, the ink with which was written th# memo* 



^< random m fo» 69^ inserted in the last line of 
« t^al: pftge, Bfi^ine{y, ^ Ze/r^^i FwJ^ alfpHo 89,' 
^'^ ]fii|uite fre^Ji- Sixthly, among k^ fartidas 
* * extraviadasy which are as many ^ thirty one, 
" including that of Louisa Calderon> there are 
^* three of bftptidjns performed by the sacristan 
:" Ane^es. Seventhly, the memorandum of the 
^ i^aptism of Louisa Calderon, although it might 
^^ have happened to have been mislaid^ ouglit to 
'^ have been, as, soon as it wais given in, as well 
** as the rest, entered by the Padre Josef MaVia 
/^ Angeles in the present hook; and by no meaas 
*' in the place where it is : and it cannot there- 
<^ fore be considered as a register, because it was 
" made in pages leftblank* Therefore I const- 
** der the said €Mtry of baptism of Louisa Calde* 
" ron as of no authority whatever^ and very 
^^ suspicious. I also demand permission to in- 
" spect all the other registers up to this day, and 
^ particularly the old register book, for the pur- 
^^ pose of making further observations. 

The witness was then crojss examined by 
Mr. Hayes, on the part of the prosecution. 

*' Q. From whom did you reo^ive the regis- 
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'< A. From the Clerk of the Court ? ' 

*^ Q. Has it been in your otm custody ^om 

*^ the time you received until you brought it 

" into Court 
"A. Yes? 
* * Q. Haye you had any communication on 

** the subject of the said registry with any one ? 

" Are the observations you have made on it per- 

" fectly your own ; or have you received assist- 
ance from any person whatever ; 
A. I have consulted with myself, having 

" the faculty of judging perfectly of the book. 

" The observations I have just given to the 

^' Court are those which I made with the assis- 

" tance of the Clerk of the Coui:t, 
** Q. Are you Curate of Arima I 
'* A. I am Prx)prietario of Arima. 
" Q. Do you keep the registry of that cure ? 
'^ A, Yes ; and also of Saint Josef* 
" Q. Has it ever happened with you, that ati 

*^ entry of baptism has been omitted^ some 

** time after the ceremony pf baptism was per- 

" formied '? ' ' \ 

** A. Yes : but; in the same book, in the samp 

" year, 1 make the entry, specifying that it be- 

*^ longs to such a yean 
'^ Q>. Supposing that you did not find it out 
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^^ till the year was ended, woald you insfert the 
" registry at the end of the year, or ia what other 
* part of th© book? 

" A. Supposing in tlie month of April, ia 
** the following year* I was to find a memoran- 
♦* dum, I would enter it on the very -day I found 
<* it, and mention that it belonged to such a 
^ year. '• 

^ Q. Is such the general method or rule obser- 
^* ved in the registering of baptisms in the Ca- 
^ tholic church ? 

** A Yes, 

" You say that the entry of the baj^tism of 
*.* Louisa Calderon appears suspicious to you : 
<* explain why you think it suspicious ? 

^* A. Because I can give no credit to it 

" Q, How does it appear suspicious ? . 

** A. Because it is not entered where it ought 
'^ to have been entered and on account of the 
" dther reasons already given by me. 

'* Q. Do you suspect that the entry of the 
** baptism of Louisa Calderon has been made fof 
*^ any improper purpose? 

*^ A. I have already explained my way of 
^^ thinking. 

■^ Q. How long have you l^nown Jo§cf 
« Mari^ Angeles ? 
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^* A» I believe from the year 1784, when t 
,^^ first arrived, 

" Q, From the observation you have made 
^ on the general character of Josef Maria Ange- 
^* les, do you believe hhn capable of having 
^^ made the entry with any other view than that 
'^ of repairing an omission of an^ entry which 
** ought to have been made previously ? 

^^ A / neoer believed him to be a man qfg^d 
• faith^ from tkefirft day I sasw him. 

^' Q. Have you had any personal difference 
•* with him ? 

^ A. Never. 

" Q. Upon what particular acts do you found 
^' your opinioUi that he is not a man of good 
« faith ? 

" A* Because he has not been obedient to 
^ his superiors and lias not fulfilled the duties 
^ of his ministiy. 

•* Q. When you speak of superiors, do you 
^* confine it to the orders of yourself, or of 
^ whom else ? 

'^ A. I mean all bis ecclesiastical superiors 
'^ who have been in this,isla|id during his resi- 
•* dence here. 

** Q. What degree have you taken in divi- 
^' nity? 
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**^ NoB«. 

I 

* Q. Is a licentiate in divinity conddered as 

* having taken a degree ? 

** A. I do not know of Maria Angeles having * 
y any such title in divinity. 

** Q, With the exception of your appointment 
^^ of Vicar-General of this island are you the su* 

* perior of Josef Maria Angeles ? 

'* A. No. , 

** Pedro Josef Reyez Bravo, ~ 

** Jamxs Meant, Interpreter/' 



Maria Colder on (Mother of Louisa) on Oath 

before the Court. 

• 

« Q. WAS THE DAY OF YOUR, DAUGH- 
** TEH'S BIRTH REGISTERED IN ANY PA- 
« RISK ? 

« A. FT CANT BUT BE REGISTERED IN 
'^ THE CHURCH. 

" Q. DID YOU EVER SEE THE REGISTIR 
« OF YOUR DAUGHTER'S BIRTH i 

« A. DON PEDRO VARGAS SHEWED MR 
« A COPY OF THE REGISTER WHICH HAD 
« BEEN GIVEN TO HIM BY THE CURATE .• 



* She had. before replied ia the Attorney General's qoet- 
Oiroath, « Can yott read or Yrite f A. Hof" 
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« Q. WHO IS DON PEDRO VARGAS T 

« A. . HE WAS THE LINGUIST OF THE 

« GOVERNOR WHO CARRIED AWAY MY 

«* DAUGHTER." 

Don Pedro Reyes Bravo, the Vicar General, 
en oath, produced the following exhibit, and 
on his being duly sworn to the triith thereof, the 
same was filed and read. 



SPAKISK. 



" V, Excelencia en la corte haviendome or- 
** denado, como Juc^ Eclesiastico, y como sii- 
** perior del Padre Cura Don Jose Maria An- 
" geles, verificar con puntualiJad los Registros 
*' y Quadernos produciclos por ei^te, he desem- 
*^ penado con la mayor exactitud la comicion 
*\ que se me ha conferido, baxo del Juramento 
" que he prestado concluyo me pariecer con de- 
*^cir k Vuestra Excelencia, que despues de 
" todas las circunstancias> con que se hayan 
*^ afligidos los Registrosy Quadernos sometidos 
♦* a mi inspeccioh, y sobre todo el encuentro 
** de la Partida del ano de 86, en el Registro de 
" los Antiguos Colonos, devo declarar, como 
^ declaro, que el certiiicado de Bautismo deLuisa 
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^' Calderoli entradb en el folio 89 del Regrstro 
por el Padre Cura Don Jose Maria Angeles es 
Falso y de ningun Valor ; y que la hayada 
'* en el Registro. de los Antiguos Colonos deve 
" tenerse por la Verdadera. Y lo firmo en esta 
" Ciudad de San Jose de Oruna a los veinte y 
" uno de Mayo de mil ochocientos y cinco anos, 

** Pedeo Jose Reyes Beavo.'^ 



ENGLISH. 

•* Your Excellency and the Court having 
** ordered me, as Ecclesiastical Judge and Su- 
" pcrior of the Curate Father Joseph Maria An- 
^ geles, to examine and verify with punctuality 
*^ the Register and papers produced by the said 
" Curate, and having performed the commission 
'^ confided to me with the utmost exactness, I 
have to report to your Excellency, upon the 
oath I have taken, that, after a. due consi- 
** deration of all the circumstjmces respecting tlie 
** said register, and particularly the entry made 
** in the year 1786, in the registry of the anci- 
" ent inhabitants, I ought to declare, as I do 
" hereby declare, that the baptism of Louisa 
'^ Cahkron, entered in Folio 89 <if the register 
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^ by ike FeUhtt Joseph Maria Angeks^ Curate 
" of tkc Port of SpaiMy is fahty at^ of no value^ 
<* and that that found in the register of the an- 
^ cient inhabitants is, and ought to be^ regarded 
^^ as the true onb^ which I sign in this city of St. 
^ Joseph of Orum^ the Slat of M^ 1805/* 



Coj^ of the Register of the ancient Inhabitanti 
delivered by the Ficar'-General. 



SPANISH^ 



^ Luisa Antonia ParVul%€tt ms dies^ de Sejp'dc 
•* milsetecietrtosochentay seisaSos: YoFr. Iph. 
" Ant* Aivarado Cura Coac^uto* de la PwrAj* 
'^ del IhxefV de Espana Certifico, ^e en esta 
^ Parro()[f bauti^i^ sotemnemeate puse cte^ y 
^^ Chrfsma a Luisa Anb&nia Ae d)Oce diag nacida, 
*^ trjja de Maria Nuses Parda lihi^^ ^t6oL sUs 
^ Padriaas Juan Santiago y Lui^a Aiitonia^ a 
'^ quien^s advcFty si| oiKligacioa y espiiit' |m^n* 
^^ tesea y para que conste lo firmoy de ellor dt>/ 
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" Fit, 39K, Al?T* A£.VARAlk>i '' 
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EKOLISH. 

*^ Louisa Antonio, an infant, on the sixth 
** Day of September, 1786. — I Joseph An- 
^^ tonio Alvarado, Curate Coadjutor of the pa- 
** rish pf Port of Spain, certify that in the parish 
**> church I solemnly baptized with holy oil and 
^ Chrism Louisa Antonio, twelve days old, 
** daughter of Maria Nunes, a free mulattress: 
** the sponsors were, Juan Santiago and Louisa 
*'^ Antonio, whom I advertised of their spiritual 
*^ obligations, in confirmation of which I give 
** faitk 

^* Fran- Josef Alvarado.'' 



Hi6 proof of Louisa Calderon's age may be 
supposed to be now established ; but I shall give 
my reader further satisfaction in this curious and 
« interesting point. I shall begin with the testi- 
mony of t pei'son whom the generality of my 
mate and female readers will consider authentic, 
the gentleman himself who had the felicity of 
seducing the virtue^ and of monopolizing the 
charms, of this interesting young lady. 
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Pedro Rm% on Oath. 

'* Q. When Ix)uisa Caldcron first came to 
'^. live wfth you, was she a woman grown ? 

* * A, Surely when a xvoman goes to live with a 
*' man^ she must be full grown.'' 

Don Bermudas, Lomsd^s Defensor, on Oaih. 

" Q. Did not Louisa Calderon's mother in- 
" form you of the age of Louisa ; and what was 
" that age ? 

" A. Yes ; her mother, informed me she was 
*' fourteen years and some months old*' 

Mr. Abraham Pinto, on Oath. 

" ** Q. Ho w Ion g ha Ve you been in"'tl>e colony? 

** A. Twenty-two years. 

^* Q. . Do you kn6w Lcmisa CaWeron ? 

^^ A. I know the girl dalled Louisa, but I don't 
^' know how she got the name of Calderon. 

*^ Q* Do you mean by the girl caclled Louisa 
^* the girl that was imprisoned on account of 
" the robbery of Pedro Ruiz ? 

" I do. 

** Q. Do you know'her age ? 
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" soTij which is nineteen yei^rs^ld on the 14/A qf 

* ' ^. J fpva ^what 4o you, form, that opinion 
. *'. of her age, when did you fir^t see her ? 

" In my own dwellins^ house she was^ at school 
*' toaMrs.Hasleton.whoisnowMrs.Salazar. I 
*^ ^flw Acr every day when she was in her mother^ s 
" arms in the year 1786, about the months Sep^ 
" tember, October, . or .l^pvemberj when she 
" 2»aj a sucking child, she frequented our house. 

•'^ Q.. /Vfis^your son baptized, and when ? 

" X, In the year 1786. 

* * A, i?y the Padre Alvorado. 
*f .Q., Have you gof the certificate of the regis- 
* * try of the baptism of your son ? if yes, pro- 
. * % ^^^^ ^*- (Jth^ witness, then pr^duc^d it,^ which 
" was filed and read.) 
' " Q. pid you procure it, and from whoiq? 
. *' A.^ I did fronj the priest , Don Josef Maria 
** Angeles^ 

^\X^.'Is,your recqlleption perfectly clear as 
. •* to your having seen Louisa in the year 178§ ? 
" A* Yes,, the latter end of the year. 



^ '■■■»■ 



. * August 12, 1805. 

, 1 '/• ^'- ^-^ : H'r 
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'^ ^£ fifteen; ekk'erd'nttte mdr^ if I i^e- 

^^ member right.'' The last question w'as fe-"^ 
peated to the' witness by desire, of Mr. Hayes. 

". 2^ AI / cdnnof say ztith certdiintyj bt^ I 

** tfuAJc I ahsWered to the question ef Mr: Hayei^ 

'** that Louisa Caldtron wdS Jiftetfiy at the iim^ 

''ofhdrbmgputmthepickist:' 

The Vicar General immediately followM npf 
his report With a petiti<)A to the Lieut^nknt 
Governor respecting the great scandal Whifctf 
the CiiraVs (londudt had brought ujion die te* 
<5lesiastical ^hiVafeter, and reqmting tlM he 
sKcmld be siispetid^d fro^m his sacerdotal fimof - 
tibns. H6 was in consequence removed froin^ 
the curacy, and a proseciSittion instituted agcunst 
hinl for forgery and perjury, which w^ carried 
to conviction, the definitive seritetice being re^ 
ferred to the Vicar General, he being the com- 
petent Judge where art ecclesiastic was con- 
cerned^ I am in justice also to state, that 
His Majesty's Secretary for the Colonial De^ 
Jjartmeut, on a repriesentation being fewd bc' 
fore him of the conduct of the Curate, and 
the fevil consequences with which it iras preg- 
pant, did immediately send out to order tb 
the Governor and Council of Trliiidad, desib- 
ihg an iitimediate ittvei^tigatiou of the sfl^r - 
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^' A. / knew Louisa^ she that was in prison 
^* for the robbery^ who is now in London, and 
'^ knew her mother also : it was the same person., 

*^ Q. When you arrived in this island from ' 
*^ Caraccas in 1786, what was the age of 
'^ Louisa of whom you speak ? * 

" A. I can't say her age: she was a little^ 
** Utile thing when I went to her housCy itw^s 
*' to buy tobacco. 

" Q. Do you not know that Louisa's mother 
*^ had other daughters besides Louisa ? 

*^ A I knew two others much older than her. 

^* Q, fVill you positively swear that the same 
^^ little child you sato in the year 1786, is the 
*^ samepei'son who was imprisoned for the rob" 
^' bery of Pedro Ruiz f 

"A. Yesy I knew her^ I swear and swear 
^^ again f that it is the same.'' 



De Castro^ the Escrivano^ m Oath. 

'' Q. You say in your answer to the 39th 
^y question in your examination on the part of 
^' the prosecution, that you did not know the 
^ age of Louisa Calderon at the time of her 
'! being put on the picket ; recollect yaurself 
^\ and say, if you can, what was her age ? 

^' h, I remember having declared that she 
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Scotland at the time, and who writer aAfi>l- 
lows :-^ 

" A few weeks before I last left Scotland 
<* Mr. FuUarton arrived with his family from 
^ Trinidad : at that moment I was fn J^- 
«* gjfcshire, and mixed with sevetal of his 
" friends; and dining one day at the (Lord 
" Provost's) Mayor's house in Ayr, mark my 
^ astonishment ! when I wa4 told, that idong 
*^ with Cplonel FuUarton there had arrived, 
** with his kdy, * a Mademoiselle Louisa Cal* 
*• deroti,' whom the Cotenei and Mrs; R *piB* 
^"^ faded aboiit with them in theit carriage, 
" iirtrodttcing her whereto they went, as the 
* blessed innocent^ who wa4 Ae ifevoted vio 
^^ tiito of Colonel Hcton's tytantty,** &c- Ac. 

(Signed) *^ /ohn Downw.'* 

« Trinidad, Sept.S, lOOS.''^ k 

What will my honest oonntiyrileii wf to tUs 
tranosdekioii ? Colonel FuUarton, F.BvS^ to be 
fvoved the chief leader and conduotor in a busi- 
ness which would liave added to the infkniy of 
the man whose bones are now bteachin^ aittiOBt 
opposite libe windotvB of the viety <ntaaisioii wiiidi 
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7 am InFormed Mr. Fullarton ai present inhabits* 
Jjct xny Lords Buckinghamshire and Sidmouth, 
Mr. Adderley, and his other quondam respectable 
friends, ^be pleased to read this part over atten*^ 
lively, they will perceive and acknowledge that 
iny <?ase is made Out, my proofs clear, unequiyof 
f^al^ and substantial. 

I have now, therefore, finished my search; 
jand I trust entirely to my reader's conviction 
and satisfaction. I have traced and detected 
the thief; I have hunted the plunder, and.folr. 
lowed it to the receiver of the stolen goods. 
•,I have liamed the principal and the aqcomplices, 
^nd I have given my proofs *. I shall not de^ 
tain him longer ; . let the British Public now sit 
in judgment on them all, and pronounce which 
is the ipost infamous ; the man behind the cur- 
tain, the unhappy Priest, the Alguazil Mayor, 
Pon Montes, or the lawyer, Mr. Pedro Vargas 
Smith, (Mr. FuUarton's Linguist). A word only 
to my jury at parting with such respectable comt^ 
pany^ 

Men of England, Such are the acts, and such 
^re the characters, of the persons who have come 
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fiwvrard to. vi^dic«itp the rights, ^n4 assert tlwr 
liberUe^ ancj Icnvs of Spain. X^H, will judgq 
them npt ii'Qm what I say : for mark, my, qouijl- 
teymen, 1 have saidnqtlii^g from. my own author 
mty^ I baw.^ddnqed, m^ evideacefroiij the de- 
po*itiQiii9 on oa^th ofi tlj^ mpst lespegtal^le, tlie 
most wealthy, and best informed ijien ia tjhe 
island of Trinidad. If you believe theniy you 
will fiftd a verdict foe Colonel Picton ; if not, 
I vilj mi^intain to ypur feces, th^t you will 
charge the > Enfgli&li natioiji with an act of in^* 
justice of whieli one i^stan^e, diAi?k God ! dx>es 
jiot rest oh its calendar ; that is,^ yo^ wijl coolly» 
deliberately, aind on full considejrat^i;!^ prefer thf 
evidence of attainted men, of persons who^^ fro^ 
the tefiitin^ony of evety respectable man who has 
appeared in the Court at Port of Spain, friend of 
foe, (for remeipber, countrymen, that the prose- 
cution w^ at liberty to choose and bring forward 
whom they thought proper,) th^t, in any tribunal 
in the country, iif their own iiative place, they 
would mi be beli^ed upon their oafhs; 1 say, 
yo\i will prefer the evidence of such men as these, 
to the universally acknowledged honor,, probity, 
and integrity of the whole island. 

This it requires not the gift of prophecy to 
foretell that you will not do; and therefore 
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I finish this part of my case- as- 1* bifgan' my 
letter, ^' firmly and confidently relyittg on th^ 
*V sentence wliich yoU will proildunte upbn it/* 

* Xet md^tufn fronv this disgOstiug md horrid*^ 
picture of infamy and degradation, and relieve 
my redder by a representation which must cheer 
and encourage e%^ei'y good' man to persist in the 
path of virtue and lionor ; Avhich supports him 
against all thfe machlriations- of bis^ enemies 
sui^taihs him through all conflicts and diflfeulties, 
and which sooner or hter, but with ultimate siic- 
cess, conducts him tcr that place in his coufttiy's 
estimation which engages the hopes, crowns the 
e:jtpBCtations of the enterprising and adventurous, 
and fills Wrth ratioha! dehght and satisfaction 
tten the Wisest and most diffident man in the 
land. 



CHARACTER OF COLONEL PICTON 
AND HIS GOVERNMENT, 

Dm Hilariet Begorrut^ on Oath^ btfwe the 

Court. 

** Q. What was the general character of Brir 
'' gadier-General Picton, as bis Majes^'s repre- 
'* sentative in this colony. 
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" A. Of great integrity and disinterestedness, 
^* a man of knowledge and firmness, who saved 
*^ the colony by his talents/* 

Colonel Denis Julien Gaudin de Soter^ on 

Oath. 

. ♦^ Q. Do you know the defendant General 
** Picton, and for how many years ? 

^* A. Yes, from the end of 1794. 

^^ Q. How long did you reside here under the 
*' government of General Picton ? 

** A. At different times fifteen months. 

* ^ Q. What is his general character ? 

** A* A character full of dignity, justice, acti- 
" vity, and generosity ; beloved by the iuhabit- 
*^ ante, feared by all the disturbers of tranquillity, 
^' and generally considered as the founder of the 
^* colony, 

" Q, Did you ever know him guilty of apy 
. ♦* act of cruelty, 

" No, none," 

Don Francisco de Farfan^ on Oath. 

^ * Q. Where were you born, and what is your 
• " profession? 

^ ^ A. I was born in this island, and my profes-^ 
^* sion is a planter^ 



J 



ng 

** Q. Did you know General t^ictdn, aitid 
" what was his chanlcter ? 

•^ A. Yes, particularly ; he Was ^ man just, 
** disinterested, and Capable, by his talents, to 
** govern all men. 

** Q, Did General Picton, to your kiiowledge, 
" commit any act of cruelty during any part of 
** his government ? 

* * A* No ; if in any cause he ordered puni^h^- 
' ' ment, it was necessary for the tranquillity x>f 

* * the colony • 

" Q. As an old inhabitant of this colony, and 

* ^ a Spaniard, what . was the opinion of y oiir 
** coimtrymen of General Picton ? 

" A. Amongst the honest part of my country- 
** men, he was considered as a man of consider- 
** able talents, doing honor to his own coun- 
** try. 

" Q. Did or did not the colony, after General* 
" Picton assunied the reins ofgovernment, assume 
*[ a new aspect? 

** A. It is well known that the colony im- 
*** proved a great deal. " 

Baron de Montalemberij on Oath. 

** Q. Did you know Brigadier- General Pic-' 
** ton, and what was his general character as a 
** chief of this government ? 
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*' Q. Ho\t^ idng liavc you resided in it ^ 

" A. More than twenty years. 

*' Qi Did you know Brigadier-General Pic(-» 
*^ ton, and what was his general character? 

" A. I knew Brigadier-General Picton, and 
" his character was that of a man who made! 
*' himself feaied and beloved by alL" 

Chevdiiteir de Gannesj tm Oatki 

" Q. Are you a proprietor of this ^sland? 

" A. Yes; 

** Q. How long have you been resideiit in it ? 

*^ A. Since 1793. 

" Q. Did you know Brigadier-General Pictoii^ 
** and what was his general character as Govern 
^* nor of this island ? 

** A. I knew him intimately : whfen 1 arrived 
" in this colony, there were a number of very bad 
•^ subjects in it, and it was threatened with a 
" general subversion of good order ; Brigadier* 
'* General Picton restored order, maintained the 
•* police, protected commerce and the importa* 
" tion of provisions, tripled the value of land in 
" cultivation, and I always knew him to be ex* 
". trcmely just towards all the inhabitants of th6 
" colony, without any prejudice to any of thc^ 
^' various foreignersin it." 
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Vincent Patrice^ Esq. Commandant of the 
Quarter of La VentUle^ on Oath. 

** Q. Ate you a proprietor in this island? 
. '' A. Yes. 

*' Q. How long have you been resident in it ? 

** A. Eighteen years ; during fourteen of 
" which I have been employed in the service 
" of Government 

*' Q. Did you know Brigadier-General Pic- 
" ton, and what was his general character as 
^* Governor of this colony ? 

* * I knew General Picton : . I considered that 
'* at the capture of thtf island he restored tran- 
** quillity, and caused cominerce and agriculture 
^^ to flourish; and, as far as I was acquainted 
*^ with him, he nlways was a just man." 



Etienne Maingdt^ Esq. formerly Commissary 

of Ptypviation^ on Oath. 

* " Q. Are you a proprietor of this island ? 
« A. Yes. 

*' Q. How long have you resided in it ? 

• " A. Since 1793. 

** Q. Did you know Brigadier- General Pic- 
" ton, and what was his general ^aracter as 
** Governor of the island? 

o 



'* A. I knew him. intimately; as ^ proprietor, 
" 1 always found protection and justice fV^m 
*\ him ; arid bis general character w^s that of 
** ope who administered justice to all." 

Count dfi C^st^f^fj OJf C^A- 

" Q. Are you i proprietor in the colony ? 

'' A. Yes. 

" Q. Did you know Brigadier-Geoeral Pic- 
^^ ton, and wliat was his general character and 
*^ conduct as Governor of this island? 

** A. I have known .him very well sipce 
***1800 : he merited the wainiest praises of thp 
*^ inhabitants of the colony; and I eutertai^i 
*' for his character the highest esteem.'* 

Count de Loppinott^ on Oath. 

. " Q. Are you a proprietor in this island ? 
'. « A. Yes, ■ • ■ 

" Q, How long have you been resident in* itf 

** A. Ten years and upwards. 
. " Q. Did you know Brigadier-G^aeral Pio 
" ton, and what was his general character as 
* * Governor of this island ? ^ 

** A. I knew Brigadier- General Pic ton as 
" Governor in Chief of this island ; I s^w him 
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** govern with all dignity, loyalty, and perfect 
*^ justirce^ with a firnme?* vhiQh ^^cwed the 
/* trapquiUjty of the wlqijiy, tp.the §at«fnQtioik 
*^ of eveiT hPAest man, and which. repressed all 
** the evil minded persons iii it* 
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y (^ Aft^ yoH ^ jwrqprietQr iu thi/» i^bnA? 
' A^ r ■ Z esv 

•* ft. How Ufjfg have you been ^esid^ntl ill it ? 

^' An Eigla,t^9 years. 

** Q. Did you know Brigadier-Generftl Pic-. 
** ton, and what was hfe genersil character as 
" Goyexvupr of tW^ island ? 

/^ A* Ij ki^ew Bng^di^if-G^nen^l Pictpn 9s a 
'* JA-ist map, ^i^ of wtegrity, and, t stell ^ways 
•* owe him an eternal gratitude for having prft* 
" .i?ei^ie4; JWy, life ejndj foartune fey his courage, 
^' activity, md ^hji^ixm, ii> tji»es^ wUea w« ♦^ei^e 
*i tifepp^ne^ with fiie^ a^ii tfcie iBi^levotenqe cf 
**! tbft ^^gi]Oj^fi^ a^i4. o|hf/i! vj^bondiS, who* ^nl^ 

", w^^eiA [for, 4 f#FQi»r^bte wQm^t to «ftt o«r 
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The Honourable John JSihell^ lEsq. Member 
of His Majesty^ $ Council of this Isltmdj 
and Judge qf the Court of ConsuladOj on 
Oath. 

" Q. Haw long have you resided in this 
^* island? 

" A. Between nineteen and twenty years ? 

" Q. Were not the I^rench very numerous, 
" and the revolutionary principjes of France 
** very strong among all j^olors and classes in the 
" colony? 

** A. Most certaiiily. 

** Ct. Did not Brigadier- General Picton pre- 
** serve order and tranquillity in ' the colony 
*V after the capture, and to whom do you ascribe 
'* it? ' 

. "A. To the firmness of his government, and 
.** his apparent determination to suffer no such 
V * * principles to remain in the colony ; in conse- 
^ * quence of which, in a very short time, the 
** principal leaders of the fa'ctioh before de- 
*' scribed disappeared, arid the others of the 
* * party remained quiet and peaceable. 

" Q, To what do you ascribe the present fldu- 
^^ rishing situation of this colony ? 
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A* I certainly ascpbe it to tlie firmness an4 
:" uniform g€X)d conduct of General Ifi^toii, in 
" giving ample protection to all good and peace- 
^^ able subjects, and driving out all of:acoQtiary 
" character/' 
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Micholas St. Pi^ late Alcalde of the Seem 

Etectfon^ an Oath. 
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" Q.' How long' havfe yoa been resident in 
« this' Colony? ' ' ^ ' • 

** A. IVerity-eigh'tyeal's, and upwards. ' 

** Q. Did you kiio\^^ ^General Pictdn, and 
" wha-t \v;as his geritril character ? 

'* A. I knew him since 1798, and he was a 
** man of good morals and practice; frank, 
^* impartial, disinterested, zealous for His* Ma- 
^* jesty's. service, and for the preserving the 
*f coloiiy. Thete" are very few inhabitscnts, of 
^* those who were here before the capture of the 
** colony, who do not believe they owe to his vi- 
'f, gilan,9e,t^eir wl^ole families. 

". Q. Was he of a wicked and cruel disposi* 
^' tion? 

^* A. I never saw any instance of if 
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of (he Pir^t Eipction. on Oitth. 

" colony ? 

" Af About eighteen years, 

" Q. Did you know General Picton, and what 

*,Wwiii»>geil^ialqi»ftf^tejf-5; .' ^^ .vwA ., 

*• A, I had .^^ , hpii^our f^C W^S intimately 
" acquainted with General Picton ; and all the 

^/. :rd^pec*a|l;>lqch3ffa4;t;efs,jth4t I ever bwd t^k of 
" him in the colony, join me in opinion incojisir 
f^ derij\gj him ^n,actiYie^ ja^clUgent/and disinte- 
^ rested m^istrq^te, warmly attached t^ th^iutcr 
^* rest of Ijis sovereign, ,^n4 pf this pojony^ , . 

^ il Q,p|d you ever koow h^ni gujilvyr ^f any 
*' act of cji:u«lty P 
>' A. Never," , , ' ' 

Abraham Pinto^ Ei$q. m Oath. 

** Q. iiow long have you bettifrittiecoltotiyP 

**'A. Wehty-two yeab. ' ' ■ 

" Q. Did you know* Genetal febi^ inil 

** what was his general chatecter? 
*' A, I|is public and private character ^as 

" always very gjjpd, as fer as I ^a» tidqnwnted 

« with him.*' 
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; WKat will Rlr.-Fattarfoft s^^ fo thest ded^i 
tkms ? Will he eall theth ''^ white-trashing?' of^ 
will be tMtomimte th«m " the justifying^ and 
** 'cam|iiliiwentai^ declarations of dilRrertt 'p6t- 
^^ sdns^ ini the 6bArfteter of compurgators, bear^ 
" ing testimony to Colbrtei' Picton's qualifica*- 
V tioBB and merits, aithough thty were not hi, 
^ Trimdad during the period •when the etefi 
f^thargnd against^ hm 'tt^e committed T\ itttd, 
aWipugh :it;tt9ay bb **idf slight-a^aJl to produce 
'^^ the iipplailse' df Gehie^ate ior Gijitimodoresi 'wfed 
^Vnwy disgraioe th0ir owft charafcters by isndH 
V/vioktion& of thdr piiWitetlUty/'^ {Vide? pkgeiJ 
fifl,^2 1 ) of , Coloftd f lillatWn'S '■ repfy to Golo^tl 
fiidt€»n?^ipamphWl) ;< yet I eannofe i-efo^ nlysflf 
(he^gi^tificartioii^ 5tor'A;rithl4t)l(f-from liny i^ealdtt' 
t^«fe[)ephii»h^'of ^^ i'G^ieraP'^ 6if-wh6iJe abif?tl(*sj 
BQfeaTBati6n{oao^t^ ^^d fti«egrity, the-WitiigH 
public entertains as little dottbt,- as evety'toill'^ 
tary and naval officer, who has^ been in the 
W^t iiftlifes; 'abes ttf thi ^ppoku nitres W W 
iMAitkfe upon' whicii Brigadier-General Mait* 
fetfed' ^g^efutid!ed the" opiHten Hfe has given. He 
im'^tc^itry to S^'Riljih Abetcromby it th^ 
time of the conquest in March 1797, visited 
that Maiili again Willi the Commandex in Ghief 
m 'Jufte ToHowifig. iHe was afterwards or- 
dered to take the military command of the' 
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cobny in Juui^ 1803*, when Coloncr Piclon 
I^adgivent in his resignation of second Gommis* 
sioner, md after. he had goverjied the country 
for, six year*, from the timis that B. Geneiral 
]Maitland had left the island with ISir Ralph- iti 
1797 to 1803^ It h rjeasoiiable to suppose, that 
General Maitland, having sg;ch opportunities fo'^ 
informji^g himself, on . the spot, of the .'conduct 
91:04 P^pceeding pf Polojiel Picton during thi^ 
long term, did actually eitha: make . a; ^iligetil 
fn^iry^ or did perh^^ps (without puttitigihhfditetf 
Jo ijlxt trouble) receive ^ vpry ;aocarat^ accoouirt 
9f hU Government frpm all t^p^^ Who were most 
capable^ of giving, him infolrmatiPii, , and '. whti 
i^puld, jipt be intimidated, as- ^t EuUartiDm hai 
insinuated, pitlier iby^fei^r ,$tf poloneil: Pipton; 
^wbo had now Idft tljp idjan^,) nor influienced by 
^l^terei^ Let us thjereforp ^ea.ir^o)¥» lie speaks 
pf hffn/^9jl his cjppclHCt^ 'sa- ^ ^\ '' ' q 

][nX^eneral Maitlapd's reply to ^hc: M?j8?stra|:e$ 
and Cqunc jl pf the islaj^d pf Trini^ac}, , \yhen thpy 
Raited upqn him with a^ address npon his b^ing 
yeliev^d in the cpnamand by Lieutenant ppverpoy 
jji^lop, hesa^y^, 

■ T^ 1 I I . II ■ ■■ I I 1.1 I , .III I I I I I ■ I II ■ II r I iwmmmmfmimm 
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* In t%, Provinci^ legatas fuit, qu|L yirtateS'gud. cQ|^ta|i7 
tia 7ir ! omni laud^ et honore dignissimus. . 

Cic. pro Co* Plancia* 
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'' ^ Gentlemen, 
/' I am most grateful for this public testimony 
^ of youT approbation of my conduct, for which- 
^ I return you my warmest thanks: it rises in; 
^ my esteem for this reason, that as I replaced 
^f a most distinguished ancf meritorious Officer it 
^ was more difficult to .gain* ^plause. I will not 
^ throw away thi^ opportunity of expressing,^ in 
*;* unisoifi with you, that I greatly honor and 
i ' a^tei^n Brigadier General Picton. In a period 
^*. of 4)wblic dwger, when. t6e colony was beset 
*f With traitors, and shaken by the unruly |)eha- 
^^jyiom of a disorderly soldiery, (for such was.- 
": the ihaJQr part of the garrison, in May 1797) 
*' his iwidistwrhed mindi awied the factious^ :aubK 
?dwf54tlw. danger, and;saved the coloay.. . . ' 

,:i;\o 11- • (Sighed) "^ F^. MviiTl^N©:^ 

^uly, 20- 1803. ' . : • i ^ " 

I have no\y adduced the declarations on oath 
of some, of the most respectable persons in the 
islan4 of Trinidad, , .(«/»?05/ alt of whom wert 
fhcre during the whole of Colonel PictorCscornm 
piancly) as to the merits of him and his goyern- 
jhent ; and before I proceed to shew, from the 
jsame source of information and authority, zvhaf 
fcind of merits and qualifications the principal 
^nd witnesses produced against him possess, I 
^hall here make a stand, and upon this grouml 
decjare tp tl^e world, that if Mr. FuUarton wJU 
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bringfonVaul any honorabf$ jiiia^^ (Ibit^im hot 
ajtftw>t>ij-'tp ;<Ji<ib)>le 'mpdu the werd Iifenorafcte,) 
ati^r i!»an.\Mrho$e integrity or veracity tIsfeaH: not 
1^ ahl^ sati^&Ctorily and fully to impeach to the 
49i|yictipb of Ally imiiartial' gentlemtm la the 
Sriliish Empire, I sayi if 'te will feririgf For ward 
^mHiiah fnunin thowlK^jisMndi of Tonkkd;t<y 
^^]t him in hL$ conduct aad ; prowedingi td 
Cplond P:ilcto(h| ^op fb 'bfc his' oompuTgatorifwiir 
.^is&ctorjif reaaona vsHuch'^'Be can addooe'slid 
])rovd, for what the staid Mr fultarto^ ha»'Mr%ns« 
perbdj s^udcen^ writteii^ '|>iinted (mt {^ub)i!sh^d43ii 
dm/gdvezninieat of Pcrtontl 3Pic*6n, 1 here de- 
<4l^» I tioal I. shaU pHbiidy acknowledge ^ 't\f 
kdving ^ wil&ilyv malicipusly, aieid without ^tb* 
** bable-caw»e, unmerciftiBy and crutelfy btelsi^d, 
'^ tti9uadE3d> indill- treated the rcputation of the 
•'* said William FuUarton. '^ 

^ Thit 'the relative merits bf the prO^ecutoh'aiid 
t^te defender in the casis of Louisa Caldero'n may 
appear in fill 1 contract, and that the difference m 
tlieif peculiar excellei\ce may not be weakened by 
any ' reriipteneSf in tKe place of union pr colitact, 
I shall pr6ceed immediately to lay before iiiy 
reader, From the same source of authority, an ac- 
C6unt of the distinguished persons, from whose 
testimony aiid support, Spanish lights dndJiberr 
ties have obtained iso 'respectable and aulhorita- 



90S:' 

tiy« te a^ertion inihia goed Jo^tktt^i^/ ^t pltall 
give ttie.j)iiBcipal his due ptfiuec, dtiid ite^^'ftfkif 
what he should hav6^-4he-fest post in the distin- 
guished station lie has selected for himself; ihd 
I trust I shall be able to prove that he is better 
entitled, in point of justice kud propriety, to re- 
<*lt6 'the kpfj^lfetibti of ^rineipat in this work 
frotht thy hatids, thati lie fe-'that 6f C!oltihel, wliic^ 
fbi'^ke hdildUr of the af liiy, ^e ttow in a great 
measure receives from his own. And before t 
^joceed t^.the exgocition of t\\e^^ gentkmen^ let 
me again address my reader and the public/ a{{^ 
say, if I fail in my proofs ^of convincing themyj 
tlVat he and his associates are all equally erititJed 
fo the cha^-acters whix^h I shaft give ^^ea*^^& 
to the marks of honor anJ distin(?tion w.hich.,.L 
shall annex. to their names in. th^ outsje;trqf,nwL 
sketch, I shajl Ipse all pretensions to vera^itj^JiL 
every other paft.of this letter. ' , , ^^t(yy^ 
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The ^zu^ distiii^Uished persons in this pros^cw^ 
tioh are, 

L Mh Wm* Fultartmi 5prfaci[iaL '■ r^ 

2. Porto Rico, a Spanish Mulatta driver and 
whipper of the' galley slaves^ 
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3. Manuel Robles, a drunken soldier, a deserter 
fp^m the HaVamlah. 
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j\ 4 Raphael Shftiulo/^a galley slavey a thief c€tt>^ 
vi^)ted <rf robbery, add sentenced as. such. 
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. 5, Juan Montes. * 
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'^^. Pedro Vargas, alia^ Smith., - 

I forbear adding the name of the /fltf^ to the 
list. Mr. Fullarton has^I understand, monopolized 
her society, and I have already emblazcHied. hei^ 



virtues. 

1 



The authorities on which I disqualify the said* 
fef; Wm. Fullarton, principal, ^rom all preteh-' 
i^on to veracity or credit to any. thing he has 
raid*/ or may say^ coifcerning Colonel . Picton ; 
raS^gtbunds on whicli I disfranchiise him of the 
ngn?i'*aiid privileges of a gentleman ; the proofs 
bf:^y leaving displaced and removed him from the 
jftt^tSbn or notice of any respectable member of 
society; and the reasons for which Thave leagued 
and associated him in his present com pa y, are 
all founded on the written evidence of the fol* 
lowing gentlemen and the authenticated docu- 
ments annexed; I shall take them in the order 
in which these evidences appear. 
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1, Captain Shelton, of the 57th i*egiment^ in 
Ids declaration on oath, page 47 of this letter. 



%: Sir Samuel Hood, K. B, in hi« addr^s^ to 
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Mr. FuHarton ih council or the 24th of 'Mateh^ 
page 52 ; and in his letter to Earl Camde<i,»1ate» 
Secretary of State for the colonial department, 
published in Colonel Picton's letter to Lord Ho- 
bart, page 69, and reprinted here in the Appendix 
No. 8. in which, speaking of Mr. FuUarton^s reply 
to that letter, h^says, «' it is false, almost in eve- 



** ry page " 
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3. The resolutions of his Majesty's council in 
•Trinidad on the 31st March 1803, printed in 
the Appendix No V. , 



4. Of Brigadier General Maitland, in his letter 
to Colonel Picton, dated Aug. 24. 1804, and 
printed in the Appendix No. Vll. 
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5. May I klso without vanity add my own let- 
ter to Colonel Picton, and reprinted in the Ap- 
pendix No. VI. 

• * 

6. From the address of his Majesty's Council 
the island of Trinidad to Lieutenant Governor 
Hislop^ . , 
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And from Lieutenant Governor ,HisWs 
answer to the said address. Appendix No. IX.. 

7. From the letters and. declarations of lieute- 
jiftnt Colonel Mosbeim, ofthe ^otb (or Royal 



/Lmsiicsin B^micmt, and Cajptaihi ChkmfsxgA^ 
X^cHsoB aad Western of the Boyil Niivy. App 

& The ai;sertiQi|;i whxoh I here f^lduoe as an ^ 
dStiqiwl gro^^d of drnqualifyipg Mar, R fro» 9*^ 
larietensiotn to the Qotioe of a geaitlpoiaii) or any 
credit or belief as a man4 is founded on an obsei^ 
yation in his re|)Iy to CokMiel Picton's letter page 
SI. it is of so s^am^l and scandalous a nature, 
ds to exceed in -turpitude and atrocity any part of 
that unparalleled mass of falsehood, and weH 
warrants me in bringing it forward as one of 
those proofs, and not the most inconsiderable^ 
gl" his character and merits. 

Colonel Pic ton, in his letter to Lord Hobart 
had s^id, " that Mr* FuJAaiftQn's cojuduct h*ad ex- 
*^ cited so high a d^ree of indignation in. tht 
** mind of his friend Brigadier General Maitr 
" land, that he directed his agent, Mr, Adam 
** of . Crutched Friars, to place all his pecuniary 
^' l^eaiDS. at \m disposal, to resist what be consi'* 
" dered a scandalous conspiracy against hip Ma^ 
" jesty's service." On this amiable and honor- 
aj^e m?aik of esteem and affection, Mr. FuUarton 
hsfs been pleased to attach the following con^ 
struction, to which I earnestly request the atten- 
tion of n^y reader. . ** It is. alsp by no means 
"improbable that he (Brigadier General Mait- 
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f^ land), m^y hs|iyediF€c^jM«^^^^^ IVlr^ iAdam 
** of Crutched-Friars, to , place his pecmriarf 
•* means at the disposal of Colonel Pic ton, ei- 
** ther from transactions' with which I am^'uitac- 
f* quainted, or, perhapSy- an account of the ^l^ 
** iotment €ff hnd oh the rivet Caroni^ in Trim- 
** dady of which it is understood^ mark reader, of 
'* which it is understood, that k^ the said Briga^ 

^ dier General Maitland obtained or ejipecied tQ 
" obfainj the occupancy by the aid of Colonel Pic* 
«', ton^^ That is, in other words whfch cannei* 
thcr be misunderstood or mistaken, that B. Cx» 
Maitland had offered or 'given a pecuniary bribd 
to Colonel Picton to assist him in procuring an 
aHptment of lahd in Trinidad I O malignity of 
interpretation !^ — a bribe frdm General Makland 
-*--5and to whom ? to Colonel Picton ! tO' dd 
what? to obtain what could not be obtained: 
the folly and absurdity of the ' insinuatioii arfc 
only a^ual to its baseness. Let any officer, na- 
val, military, or civil — let any gentlemaif^ any 
man of honor or honesty, read this, and refrain 
from* feeling a just indignation if he can. To 
that juist 6nd honorable indignation I leave himj 
and proceed to the last, but not least, proof oiF 
his title to that post I have given him, and of the 
consider0iim and respect which are* dee to him 
from that particular class in Society in which he 
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once' ha4> as I shall be able to pr<)ve^ urttnerited 
rank« 
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9. 1 must now inform the public, from autho* 
rity beyond all question, that an official report 
was made by General the Earl of Carhampton, 
.Commander in Chief of his Majesty's forces in 
Ireland, respecting the unfaithful returns made 
by Mr. FuUarton as Colonel of a regiment under 
his Lordship's command; that the original do- 
cuments were transmitted to the Adjutant Ge* 
neral's o^ce, Horse Guards, for the purpose of 
substantiating the charge ; and with honesty 
heart-felt satisfaction do I record it, to the eter- 
nal honor of our illustrious Commander in Chiei^ 
that a public official communication of the above 
•mentioned circun^istance was made by his Royal 
Highness to the Secretary of State's Office, pre- 
vious to Mr. FuUarton 's leaving England. Oh 
this last transaction I shall not make a single 
comment. 

I now take my leave of Mr. Principal FuUar- 
ton, confident that I have fulfilled my engage- 
ment in proving him fully entitled to the post of 
iionof I have assigned him. 1 proceed to the 
associates, Proximif scd non longo intermllo. 
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Ptytio Rtc$^ First AssQciate^A Spanish Mu» 
latio Driverand JFhipper of Galley Slaves. 

The Escrivano Castro^ on Oaihy b^ore the 

Court. 

** Q. Do you know Porto Rico ? 

" A. Yes. 

** What IS his general character ? 

* * A. One of those who get drunk frequently* 

*' Q. What is his calling or trade? 

** A., The mart who looked after the chained 
" negroes. 

^' Q. Is he a man whom you would believe 
** on youjoath? 

"A.I have doubts whether I would or not** 

FaUot the Jailer ^ on Oath. 

** Q. In what capacity did the mulatto mati 
*^ Porto Rico act under you ? 

** A. Driver of the galley slaves. 

" Q# Where is he now ? 

** A. I do not know, but bclieoe he is with 
'' Mr. FuUarton.'' 

Don Joseph Farfan^ on Oath. 

" Q. Did you know Porto Rico ? 

p 
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« A. Yes. 

'^ Q. What was his situation and general 
* ' character ? • 

" A. An overseer of the chained negroes, ajid 
^ a bormchon*. 

*' Q. Would you beHcve Porto Rico on his 
" oath ? 

" A. Ltis than cither Manud RobUs or Ra- 
*' phael Sha^do, whom I have before sworuy that 
** if I had no other pfoof than their ouths^ I 
** should not betieofi. 

" Q. Why would you not believe P.orto Bico 
*^ on oath ? 

" A. Because he is still worse than the others. 

" Q. Were they not all officers, of justice un- 
* * der you in the governipei^t of General Bicton ? 

The Itomrahle PhiUp Langton^ .on Oath. 

" Q. As a Magistrate in the different tribu- 
/^ nals, were you acquainted with Manuel Ro- 
^ bles, Raphael Shando, Porto Rico, and Juan 
'* Montes, and what were their diffqi'eijt cha- 
** racters ? 

*^ A. -The three former were Alguazils of very 



** infamous characters ; of Juan Montes, I catft 
^ say any^tfamg bad t»my owm kMwkdge. 

" Q, Would any tribunal in this Colony have 
" taken the oaths of these men ?• - ' - 

" A. No, I would not certainly, nor do I 
** believe any other tribunal would. 

" Q. When you say that as a Magwtrate you 
*^ Wi^tttd not tafce the og^hs of Shandy, Robles, 
•* and Porto Rico, do you mean to say that you 
*^ have ever seen a record or conviction for any 
" crime that would preclude them giving evi- 
" dence on their oath ? A. As' tfecy were never 
** brought before me, I did not investigate all 
" their characters, but from sndi authdrities 
•^ as I couM not doubt I considiered* them as 

culprits/' 
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So far to prove the title of Sm9r Porto Rico 
to the place of associate with principal Fullar- 
ton. As 1 conceive it unkind to separate those 
partners in their respective shares of individual 
merit, and as it might be a little tedious to my 
reader to travel distinctly through the biogja- 
phy of each, I shall not dissociate the * other 
three candidates, viz. second, third, and fourth 
ass6ciate, Manuel Robles, Raphael Shando^ and 
Juan Montes. 
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^ Bserioano Castro^ dn OatJu 

\ 

^' Q. Do you know Raphael Shando ? 

'[ A. Yes. 

^* Q. What is his general character ? 

** A. He had both bad and gOQd qualities* 

*^ Q. Is he a man whom you would believe on 
^* his oath ? 

"A. I have doubts whether I would or 
"not. . 

* ' Q. Do you know Manuel Robles ? 

'' A, Yes. 

" Q. What is his general character. 

** A. He lived the greatest part of his time 
'^ in liquor. 

" Q. What do you mean by living in li- 
" quor ? 

*' A. Always drunk. 

** Q. What was his trade or calling? 

" A. An inferior Alguazil. 

** Q. Is he a man whom you would believe 
i' on his oath? 

** A.f I have doubts whether I would or 
«' not. 

*' Q. Where are the three last mentioned 
"persons? 

" A. I have heard tfeat they are in London^ 
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^* Q. When and witH^ whom ^d they em- 
'' bark ?'' 



Counsellor Hayts^ on the part of the pro- 
secution, objected to this question. I pre- 
sume on the ground that he did not wish to 
have it recorded in the return to the manda- 
mus^ and proclaimed to the world, that these 
respectable Seiiors accompanied Mr. Fullartou 
in the same ship on his return to England. 
'* And when Mr. Attorney General on the be- 
" half of the defendant was heard in reply,. 
" his Excellency was pleased to postpone the 
" decision thereon unto the next court day. 
*^ On which day his Excellency over- ruled the 
" objection, and the Escrivano answered to the 
** question, When and with whom did Raphael 
**• Shando, and Manuel Robles embark ? 

** A. I do not exactly know when, but. they 
** went in the cohvoy in v^hich Governor FtU^ 
** larton sailed 

** Q. Yoti have said that you would not 
** believe Raphael Shando on his oath ; do you 
** speak of your own knowledge of his cha- 
*\ raicter ? 

**'A. I have the liame opinion of him as 
^* I entertain of all the other Alguazils ua this 
^* country. 
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" Q. Ija tei^ct to Porto EIcp, did you 
" speak from your own knowledge of l^^cha* 
** racter ? 

V^ilu Yt%yfrommy(nvnknwl€dg€.^ 

* ^ * • 

jTdllot the Jailofj on Oath. 

*' Q. Do you know ODe RapfaftelSliaiMip ? 

" A. Yee • 

'* Q, Was he not » gaUey^slave ia your cus- 
• ** tody? 

At x^s* 

'^ Q. Do you kiiow Manuel Robles. 

« A- Yes. 

** >Q. W,as he ever ia your custody ? 

*»* A, Yes, as a prisoner. 

** Q. What was his general cp^duct m jail? 

** A. Drinking much. 

' ^ Q. On what account was Eaphael SJiande 
" put in prison ? 

*<^ A% For having stolen the money arinng 
*^ friom the tux on iotisei^, which hfi collect^ as 
^^ AlguazHj, 

" Q. Was he confined merely oxi acojUMtion, 
" or as a punishment after <x)nvictiipn ? 

^^ A. I don't know, he was s^t by order of 
^^ the intendant of police, Mn de la S9uv9gpf& 
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" Q. By the Court Was Mr. De La Sau- 
*' vagere then Intendant of the police ? 

" A. Yes, and acting as Alguazil Mayor. 

** Q. For what was Manuel Eobles com- 
*^niitted. 

" A. For want of attendance to his duty las 
« Alguazib^ . 



Dm Josef Far/an^ on Oath. 

" Q. Did you know Manuel Robles tfnd 
" Raphael Shando ? 

« A. Yes. 

** Q. Of what country were they, and what 
** was their general character ? 

'* A. They were Spaniards ; Manuel Robles^ 
" was a known borrachon. 

" Q. Could you credit either of them upon 
" their oaths ? 

* * A. If I had no other proofs but their oatiis, 
*' I should not believe them, 

* * Q. What reasons bad you for saying that 
** if you had no other proofe than the baths of 
" Raphael Shando, and Manuel Robles, you 
** would n6t believe them ? 

<* A. The same that J should have of any 
" other vicious man of bad conduct,* 
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Mr,SLPe\ on Oath, 

'* Q. As long resident ii\ the Colony, hold- 
*' ing public employments under the Spanish 
** {Uld English Governments, was you ac- 
^' quainted with Manuel Robles and Raphael 
/^ Shando, and what was their general cha- 
** racter? 

*' A. I knew them Alguazils of the Cabildo, 
-*^ while I v^as a member of it : they were njeu 
^* of bad enough morals, often drunk. 

** Q. Do you know Juan Montes, and what 
" was his character ? 

** A. I knew hhn for |:woor three year3, h^ 
** wfts a troublesome and turbplent ipan/' 



, jPan Juan MonteSj> the fifth associate, -swears 
upon the trial of Colonel Picton, that he was 
*^ Assistant to the Engineers," and befoife the 
conquest, he was " in the military/' Whe-. 
ther his friend Mr. Fullarton suggested this 
witty pun of *^ Assistant to the Engineers ^ to 
denote a pan carrying a spade and shovel, I 
know not, or whether by swearing he was in 
the military, implies that he is a deserter from 
it,' I leave also to him and Mr. Fullarton tq 
(i^cidei I:;ut I ]moyf ^nd \ assort that be wasi 
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a bad and useless pioneer^ and that, he was a 
drunken soldier, and is a deserter from the Ha- 
vannah; very generally believed in Trinidad 
tp be a spy to the Spanish Government and 
upon that account, perhaps, approved by Mr. 
F- as Deputy Algliazil Mayor, (or Under-SherifF) 
but whom the board of Cabildo unanimously 
refused to admit in that situation as a degraded 
man; and notwithstanding the means which 
Mr. F. employed to overawe the boai'd into 
compliance, it persisted in its resolution, and 
8^nt ja strong and spirited protest against Mn 
.FuUartou to the Secretary of State's office, star 
ting their reasons for not complying with his 
mandate, 

I 

Don Pedro Vargas^ the Sixth Associate. 

It is difficult to determine on the amphibious 
character of this associate. On Colonel Pic- 
ton's trial, he swore that he zvas a lawyer in the 
Spanish West Indies, It seems likely that the 
cold of this country had frozen up the legal 
faculty, for when he was questioned upon 
oath by Mr. Dallas, vi^. ** Q. Whether there 
^* is any part of that book (alluding to the 
** Recopilaqion of the Laws of India relating 
^ tP South America) which directs what legal 
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^ procfee^ing shall be had when a person is 
^ suspected of robbery** — His Answer i?as, 
and mark tfce answer of a man who the moment 
befwe swore ** that hie studied those Laws as 
** a Profession,*' and a little time afterwards 
swore ** that be was examined on his know- 
** ledge before a full Council, after five years 
pra^jtice in the inferior Courts, and a sub- 
sequent two years practice in the superior 
** Courts"—" I do not know, it is something 
** difficult to say, I have not read them lately,** 
and the work is in three volumes." And upOji 
being further asked, Q. ** I want to know if 
** these books contain auy direction to a crimi- 
nal Judge how to proceed in matters of ac- 
cusation ?"* He answers, with equal know- 
ledge and exhibition, of profound legal infor- 
mation, " I am not prepared for that question, 
^' but notwithstanding, I will tell you with 
** consideration.'' And after carefully inspect- 
ing the work for some time> he was again asked,. 
Q. Will you swear that there is, from begin- 
ning to end of these three volumes, a single 
" page prohibiting the practice of torture ?" What 
was his answer to this, after all this careful in* 
, spection of the work, why, *^ I will not Swear 
" there is not in l;hese three volumes,, I think 
" not. I cannot tell.* Here zxt specimen* 
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j^ Mr. &n]th Vaigas's filaiets to be produccd^ 
W a Sfxftimh lawyer to explain what is and vlurt 
is not Spanish law; a man who 4s ooitipelted 
to ackoowiedge before the whole Court, that he 
Imows nothing abotU; the matter. But I shall 
^ a little further into the merits and aocom- 
plishmcntB of this profound lawyer/Mr. Pedro 
fimith Vargas. When he was asked upon oath, 
*** Q. Upon your oath have you not been cm- 
** ployed by Colond Fullarton to take the 
^* examination of different persons? 

'^^ A. Colonel Fullarton wished to have the ae*, 
" sistanee of my opinion, but I would not give it. '* 
posi&vdy swears on the holy Evangdis^ in opei^ 
Court ^^ that he wonld not give him the assist- 
^^ ance of his opinion ::" and bemg again asked, 
•^ Q. Have you at any time bieen employed in 
*^ taking examinations against General Picton !** 
What was his answer, ** No Sir." But he 
staipmers a little and adds, *• I believe not, 
*/ I was not employed officially.*' And to the 
very next question, ** Upon your oath have 
*^ you not been employed by Colonel Fullar- 
'* toii to take the examinations of different per- 
" sons against General Picton ?•* He answers 
in the true spirit of what is. chilled in this coun- 
try "an Old Bailey Solicitor,*' ** I was tm-^ 
^* ployed as Interpreter to triknslate them/^ He 
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'inpould not ianswer the question, he would nei* 
thcr say yes or no ; he would have a salvo for 
his conscience. However '* this sort of vermin 
" when they are forced into day upon one point 
" are seen to. burrow in another; but they shall 
** have no refuge ; I will ufiake them bolt out 
** of all their holes." The vagrant who swears 
*' No, Sir,'' and '' I believe not, '* and '' not 
" employed officially,*' where do I find him? 
On the oath of Don Francis Salazar before 
the Honorable Mr. John Black, one of His 
Majesty's Council as stated in the minutes of the 
Council : " In a. private room into which also en* 
** tered Don Juan Montes and Don Pedro Vkr'* 
•* gas, and t^o other gentlemen in blue coats and 
** red capes and collars, (all Aides de Camp) 
^ one of which the deponent thinks was the 
English Provost Marshal, Mr. Adderley, and 
being thus assembled, the Colonel (i. e. of 
^* those Gentlemen so assembled) cut two slips 
^ of paper, which he placed with a wafer in the 
^^ form of a cross on a book, and gave it to 
•* Pedro Vargas, who swore deponent to declare 
^* the truth to such questions as should be asked 
** him, that the said Vargas then acted as secret 
^' tary, xvriting the Coloners questions^ and 
** deponent* s answers^ which were to tjje fol- 
" lowing effect ; 
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^ Declaims tiiat Vargas wrote his declaratioi^ 
and. then required him to sign it, which he 
refused to do^ until he had read it; that 
Montes urged him much while telling the 
truthy to tell more than he knew^ seemingly 
with a design of criminating Governor Pic^ 
ton* That after having signed, Vargas 
charged him not to '> reoeal his having been 
examined by any person^ for that the affair 
must be kept secret,'' and deponent then left 
the house. 

9 

Again, on the oath of John Pla, a Spaniard, 
(sworn and interrogated before the Council,' 
and extracted also from the minutes,) who de^ 
posed, * ^ that he was sworn to secrecy by 
^* Colonel Fullartonin person, having, with him,. 
a .]\fjj. Vargas, one Montes who was formerly. 
" a Spanish soldier, and another secretary who 
^* he believes was . Mr, Adderley : On being 
** asked, if he knows who occasioned his being 
** examined, he swears, Montes was the cause, 
^* and that he has been the principal cause of, 
^* all the discord and misintelligence that has 
" happened lately in the island by l)is intriguing 
** and lying," Mr. Smith Vargas iswears that ' 
he was not employed ^^ officially'' by Mr. Ful- 
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krtcm. The next tmo&cid rwgtXMtSai^ tftat I 
i^nd hhn onplojed in^. is the infaiDOiis Inisi- 
]ie» o£ the mbappy priest* whicb I h«vi$de- 
tdled» He knew the temper of the Bieverend 
Fift4her> and was a fit mstmnierit ta adnunister 
to liim. Oik the oath of Masria Catderon: m the 
jcetura to the mandaiims^ im her being astred^ 
** Q. Did yoir erer see the register of your 
<' daughter's birth ?'' She answers "" Don fe^ 
^ dro Vargas skewed vie a aqn/" of the rtgittet 
*^ which had been given him by the Oaratt^ 
** _Q. T¥ho is Don Pedro Vargas ? A. He was 

• 

^? the linguist of the Goverm^ who catrled 
" my daughter away." My reader will recot-* 
kct this flagitioiis priest having ackiKiwledg^sd 
before^ that he had delivered two of these fcugsil 
certificates, one to the ^ ^ other seei^etary Don 
Jman MonfUs^\ when )» was going to £Dgland| 
and adollMrta the mother of Louisa Calderon. 

Sof far for Mr. Smith Vargases consistent it!^-^ 
timony f As to who Mr, Smith Vargas is, or 
what he was when he came to this country and 
then left it with Mr. FuHarton, this, as I have 
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sflud; is a more difficult business to determioe: 
He swears hunself thati he was know^ to my 
Lord Hobarli m Mr SmitJu Q, by Mr. Dallas^ 
** Did you pass at any time under the name of^ 
*^ Smith ?— A. Yes, I did ; it came to the 
*^ knowledge erf Lord Hobart before the peace 
" was concluded," Upon this it would be ridi- 
culous to observe further, (et res non vult exponi^ 
That bis I/>rdship had any part in introducing 
him to the. acquaintance of Mr. Fullarton or Mn 
Adderley, I shall never for a moment believe. 
I know, from unquestioned authority, that I 
Qan produce^ that he was living in a garret or 
cellar in Poland Street, a little before or at the 
tSme when he was diierrSd by his principal, and 
ih^t im that neighbourhood, he passed for a sort 
of alchymist and botanist, and some said an as« 
trolosger* However, the happy Combination of 
those heterogenous qualities stamped him with 
ar versjitility, which well suited the part which 
his principal intended for him, and he was 
p^ked up along with the rest of the tools and; 
Uistruments to be used as occasion required^ 
when they all arrived at the great forge or labo- 
riatoiy of their operations. I have shewn what 
a conspicuous part he acted there in the present 
case of Louisa Caldero^* What may be the 
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theatre of his future exhibition, a person may 
give a shrewd cQujeeture. He will no doubt 
fill an elevated situation, whatever new region 

he may seek to adorn. 

/ » 

I have now drudged through a duty, the 
most disgusting to myself, and, I have no 
doubt the most irksome to my reader, of any of 
those which I have assigned to myself, ot shall 
impose upon them in the course of this publica- 
tion. I have extended this painful investiga- 

' tion of the characters of the principal ^nd the 
associates, further than I at first intended, I 
h*ve however adhfered to my original pledo-e. 
I have given authorities of unquestioned inte- 
grity for every syllable I have advanced. If any 
attempt should be made to invalidate what I 
have stated ; it is not my testimony or assertion 
that is to be contraverted. Thank Heaven ! 
I have not yet had the misfortune to be driven 
into such company : I know nothing of them. 
Should the Principal enter the 4rena, and plead 
for his associates; he must indict the whole 
Court at the Port of Spain, nay, he must at- 

.tack the whole island of. Trinidad, and what 
iucc^ss he can promise himself, even with tha. 
md of such powerful auxiliaries as Porto Rico, 
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Manuel Robles, Raphael Shando, Juan Montes, 
and ytt. Smith, alias Pedro Vargas, I leave for 
his and their Consideration. Consigning thenii 
therefore to the Great Mastery whose spirit pre- 
sided Over all their actions^ and dismissing them 
for ever from any future notice, observation,^ or 
rematk, 1 shall proceed to make a few comments 
on a part of this case, which was vauntingly 
pressed by Mr* Fullarton's counsel* It' is, 
*^ that so far from having found torture in 
** practice under the formjer governors, he, 
** Colonel Picton, attached to himself all the 
** infamy of " having invented this instrument 
^* of cruelty." 

Mr. O. read the return of the mandamus, 
and rises in his place, and tells the Court 
(I was by and heard him) that Colonel Pic- 
ton " invented this instrument of cruelty." O 
intoierandam audaciam ! What must be the 
nature of that practice or that profession which 
seduces, or obliges a man to say that which he 
knows, which, on the oath of many he is taught, 
he is instructed to know, is not the fact?* 



* Die igitur, quid Caasidicis civilia prxstent 
Officia, et magiio comites in fasce libeUi 2 

Ipsi magna sonant J ■ " ■ ■■* * 
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Mr. G. iu tlie tetiirh to that in^ndatnus found 
that the picket was first ordered by Governor Pic- 
ton as an instrument of military punishment, and 
used as i^uch by the West India, or Black Regi- 
ments, being much preferable to whipping, which 
in that hot country is certainly a worse prac- 
tice than it is in this, where many oifficers of the 
fii^t characters condemn its use. Mr. G. 
knew from t\\e Magistrate Mr. Begorrat in 
the same return, that Colonel Picton had no 
more to dp with the ordering of the piqkct to 
Louisa Calderon, than Mr. G.* himself had, 
for Mn BegoiTat swears in his answer to the 
question, " Q. Was the picket ordered to 
*' Louisa Calderon a Spanish mode of punish- 
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Ta'nc iintaensa cayi spirantmendadafdlles 
CoBspiilturque smtis* 

Jut. Sat 7. L 106. 

Tell me, if you please^ 
What gain i^e lawyer's active' life affords^ 
ills sacks of papers, and liis war 6f words? 
HeaTe&»1 how he lneUowB itt our tortur'd ears ; 

then his passions rise ! 

Then forth he puffs th' 

From his swoll'n lun^s ! then t^ white foam appears^ 
And, driTellisg down his beard, his vest besmears ! 

YtdeMr. GiBord's rxaaslatiion^ L IM* 
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'^ nient, of were you at liberty as a Spanirfi 
'* Judge* to apply the mode of tortiitfe as yoii 
/* thought most advisable? A. Thfe modei 
of torture are not absolutely defined hf the 
Spanish law, it is left to the discretion o^ 
the Judge, and recommended by the law 
to the Judge to administer the tbrture ac- 
** cording to the constitution and strength of 
* * tJie accused* And as 1 did not consider the 
'* picket in the gaol but as a very slight torture 
^' in comparison to tortures used in Spain, I or^ 
" dered it in preference to Louisa.'^ 

' ' 

What practice or profession, I say again,v au- 
thorizes a man to make assertions of this general 
ind unqualified nature, particularly when they 
are calculated to load a matt in a high station 
with most unmerited and most unjust bbloquy ? 
In the same style of beautiful and splendid fife* 
clamation did the head of the English biar ob- 
serve upon the punishment, that it should in 
ftiture lose its present appellatibh of picketing, 
and be called pic toning Why,* ** I vow to 
**^ God,'* (a favorite rhetorical floutish of this . 
" causidicus inficetus'' arid so may the habit of 
calling on his Gbd never depS^rt! from hiiii, ) I 
could make as good" a pun as this myself, could 
I condescend to such contemptible, inipertinerit 

Q 2 
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triflings I could be even Garrulous on the poiiit, 
ii^ntil my reader lost aU patience with me. I 
might be called also a quibbler or a punster, or 
any other mean or low ihiug my reader pleiases^ 
but I should not convince any person that I was 
an accomplished gentleman, or that I had the 
capacity of a profound lawyer. I should nei* 
ther shew the extent of my research, . lior any 
power of combination. I should not prove my- 
self competent, like the head and ornament of 
another bar, and be able in his language to tell 
Mr. G. that perhaps he ' may reply to the 
arguments I have advanced in this book by 
some such silly idle pun as that, or , " by some 
curt contumelious, and unmeaning apothegm 
delivered with tlie fretful smile of irritated 
self-sufficiency and -disconcerted arrogance ; 
or even if he can be brought to a consider-; 
ation of this momentous question, by what 
miracle could the pigmy capacity of a stinted 
pedant be enlarged to a reception of the sub- 
ject." " The endeavour to approach it 
Avould have only removed him to a greater 
distance than he was before, as a little hand 
that strives to grasp a mighty ball is thrown 
back by the reaction of it's own effort to 
comprehend it It may be givdn to a Hales 
or a Hardvvicke to discover and retract a 
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'* mistake; the errors of such men are only 
** specks that rise for a moment, upon the sur- 
^^ face of a splendid luminary ; consumed by 
^* its heat, or irradiated by it's light, they Soon 
** purge and disappear; biit the perversenesses 
" of a mean and narrow intellect are like the 
" excrescences that grow upon a body natu- 
** rally cold and dark, no fire to waste them, 
" and no ray to enlighten; they assimilate arid 
" coalesce with those qualities s6 congciiial to 
" their nature, and acquire an incorrigible pcr- 
" manency in the union with kindred frost and 
" kindred opacity. Nor indeed, Mr. Garrow, 
" except where the interest of millions can be 
" affected by the folly or vice of an individual, 
" need it be much regretted, H hatU not pleased 
*' Providence to afford the privilege of ijn- 
'* provement,*" 

Language such as this, reaves and blasts like 
the bolt of heaven. This is the style of an 
orator, a scholar, and an accomplished advo- 
cate. Let me advise Mr. G. to bear this in 
mind the next time he addresses a jury, and 
when he comes to speak of a gallant^ and ex' 
pterienced officer, let his criminatioit not be 
clothed in the rags apd tatters of an vinderling 
|)layer} if he is to be accused, let the man and 
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the matter correspond, let Colonel Picton and 
the language used towards him, in some way 
pr other assimilate^ let it at least bp^ve a noble 
cast ' 
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I have now. finished all J think necessary to 
say at present on the question of Louisa CaU 
deron. I have laboured to prove, 

1 * ,That Colonel Pictpn acted upon the laws 
which he found existing in the island of Trini- 
dad at the period of the conquest, subject to 
such deviation in some instances, as the orders 
which he received from the Commander in 
Chief, Sir Ralph Abercromby, directed; and 
these laws were the laws of Old Spain, or Cas-* 
tile, modified by the Recppilacion de las In^ 
dias* 



2. That in concurring with the petition or 
recommendation of the legal Magistrate, Don 
Hilario 3egorrat, in the case of Louisa Galde- 
ron, Colonel Picton conformed precisely tp the 
letter and spirit of those laws, as reported in 
the different accredited law authorities obtain- 
ing in the Colony, and f\& regoimnen^e^ tQ 



him by the oply persons capable of advising 
him, the Magistrates and the Escnvano, 
whose duty it was to lay the necessary informal 
tion before hjm in the absence of an Assess or, of 
whom he had been deprived by authority. 

3. That in the case of Louisa Calderon, Co- 
Jonel Picton neither directly nor indirectly as- 
sumed any power, privilege, or authority, that 
(as he was instructed, and aa 1 have prqved) 
did not hy the existing laws belong to him, ^is 
Governor and, the supreme Tribunal; and in 
this case his decree was a mere bare compliance 
in that capacity with the requisition of the le- 
gal Magistrate, formally and officially laid be- 
fore him by the Spanish Escnvano, and wl^ich 
he had every reason to believe, and no reason 
to question, to be both the law and the prac- 
tice of the Colony. 

4. That the actual decree in this case W2^s dic- 
tated to Colonel Picton totidem verbis by the 
Escrivano Castro, and advised as the necessary 
legal decree, conformable to the requisitioi^ of 
the Magistrate, for the mode and executioji of 
which, the defendant was completely exoper- 
ated by the Spanish law, and the entire respon- 
sibility for its mode pf execution, placed . by 
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If I have been able satisfactorily to convince 
^he British Public that I have succeeded in 
iny endeavours to prove these four positions, if 
in the additional topics connected with these 
positioni^ which I have discussed at some length, 
I have also been able to' prove, that the purity 
and moral rectitude of Colonel Picton's motives 
are placed beyond all question or doubt, I may 
flatter myself with having done m^ch. If I 
have also shewn, that his conduct in. the parti" 
cular case of Louisa Calderon, as well as the ge- 
neral merits of the whole of ^ his administration, 

... . . • - . 4 

are attested by all the respectable persons 
Ibrought forward before the Court at Port of 
Spain, a place where all the circumstances' of 
this business, as well as those pf his Govern- 
tnent were fully known and ascettained ; thdt 
Jiis enemies, the very persons who were sent 
out to Trinidad with the particular and dis- 
tinct purpo§e to arraign him and take evidence 
pn this charge pf Louisa Calderon -s, and who 
were not prevented from calling upon whom 
fhey pleased to establish any demerits or acts of 
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tyranny, injustice, cruelty, or rapacity against 
liim, I say, if these enemies, active, industri*^ 
ous, and most willing as they were to find evi^ 
deuces of any of these acts, were not able to 
produce one person of any rank, situaiionf or 
character J to say one word SLgainst the conduct 
of General Picton during a long and difficult 
administration of seven years. If all these 
things are fairly and fully made out, I believe 
I shall be acquitted of all presumption or self- 
sufficiency in the confidence with which I have 
ventured this publication to the People of Eng- * 
land, and on the sentence which I relied they 
will ultimately pass upon it I am more and 
more strengthened and supported in this con- 
fidential expectation, when I call to my miind, 
imd beg leave to call also to their attention, 
that during a period of nearly three Y^ars that 
this investigation is now going on^ when every 
nerve has been exerted to call forth evidence of 
fnisconduct, when all the engines which a ma» 
lignant activity could collect and array, a.nd all 
the resources of money, power, and perverted inge- 
nuity which have been directed and applied with 
jmrelaxing perseverance, yet every iniquitous 
effort has proved incompetent and unequal tq 
call out one man of credit to support these infa- 
mous allegations, nor to detect one circumstance, 
jn the* character or proceedings of Colonel Pip-» 



Ukn\ life; unbecoming an oflpicer, an honest man^' 
aad a gentleman. Let ipe therefore safely ap- 
peal to the People of England, and triumphantly 
gj^k, h ihere another instance in the Tecords of 
the nation;, where after such a scrutiny as has 
taken place into the conduct, priV^^e at^d public^ 
of this officer, is there, I say, another instance in 
the long roll and catalogue of great and cele- 
brated characters, whose lives have adorned the 
mxnals atid history of our island, of a man who 
lias come out of this fiery trial with so un- 
spotted a reputation as Colonel Picton ? If there 
lie not, and I here challenge any man to pro» 
duce the instance, then. People of England, 
do I demand from your justice a verdict for 
this distinguished offiger of— unanimously— » 
NOT GUILTY, 
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GENERAL OBSERVATIONS, 

I 

Mr, DALLAS, .that eloquent, eixlighteoed, 
comprehensive and gentlemanlike advocate,* 
opened his Address to the Jury in. the fpUoW' 
)ng manner, 

^* Gentlemen, 

" The case before you is of a novel and extra^ 
" ordinary nature; nor do I mean to deny, that 
^ in whatever light it is considered, whether 
^* with regard to the public or to the Individual, 
^^ it is of the greatest magnitude and impor- 
♦* tance : on the one hand, nothing can more 
" concern the public than that extensive powers 
^^ should not be perverted ta the purposes of 
^^ mahce and oppression ; and on the other, that 
^^ the individual should not suffer, if he has 
« lawfully exercised the authority with which l^e 
^' was invested. If the defendant hath dona 
^' nothing more than what he deemed ajaithful 

' \ 

^ Mira in sermone, mira etiam in ore ipso Yoltuqqei sjafi^ 
vitas. Ad hoc ingenium expelsam;} subti)e, dalcc> fa^^U^ 
^I'^ditpm i|i causis agendis, 

flip. Ep. 13. 2. 
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^ discharge of His duty, he should not be con- 
♦* signed over to ruin,"^ 

The truth and propriety of the above obser- 
vations no reasonable man living can question, 
tud on that account I have chosen them as a sort 
of motto to the few general reflections which 
I shall add to the case that I have now detailed 
to the public, and also with a view of making 
a few comments on the principle of the remark 
so statedt 



The case is not only novel and extraordt- 
nary in its principles, but there are features of 
peculiarity in OTme df^the numerous circum- 
stances^ attending it, which must attract the 
attention of the most incurious person ; circum- 
stances which, I have no doubt, stagger the be- 
lief of the most credulous, and puaj^l? the under- 
staading of the most reflecting. It is ope, and 
liot the least of those curious circumstances, 
that an officer, plaqed as Colond picton was, 
a* a mere Military Comn^andant in the Govern^ 
. ment of Trinidad for upwards of five years^ 
with what I may justly call double sentries on 
his charge, and his conduct of that chkvge ; on 
one hand the Commander in Chief of the Wes^ 
lndie3, close to the scene of action, with a cou-? 
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stent correspondence going forward betweea 
him and this Commanding Officer ; a new, and 
lattetly, a very full commercial intercourse ac- 
tively carried on between tliis Colony and all 
the neighbouring islands ; every avenue, channel 
and passage of communication, free and opea 
to cv€ry description of persons ; ^nd on the other 
hand, His Majesty's Ministers, the Secretary 
for the Colonial Department, who for reasons 
which it is unnecessary to detail here, did look 
upon the Colony of Trinidad as a most imporr 
tant possession, and which it certainly was at 
one time the inljention of His Majesty's Govern- 
ment to make the Theatre or Focus of a very 
extensive system of future operations towards 
the South American Colonies; I say, ^hus 
doubly watched by near and distant officers, 
by civil and military, it certainly appears not 
a little extraordinary, how a system which has. 
been lately denounced with every vile epithet 
which the language could furnish, could have 
been suffered to have gone on so long in the 
very faces of those persons whose duty it was 
to receive information upon this subject, to exa« 
mine it's fbundation, and to take such irakie- 
diate steps as the circumstances required. Of 
two things one must have occurred ; either the 
Commander in Chief and His Majesty's Minis^ 



krs reqftived no teparis of these ptoceediilgS^ df 
if they did receive them, they neglected theii* 
duty^ and took no notice of them. Th^t the 
first however Ams actually the case, the Minis- 
ter's letter to Colonel Pictori affords a most 
reasonahle presumption. Lord Hobart, then 
Secretary for the Colonial department, says, id 
bis letter of July IS, 1&02, 

" The first official notification I have received 
" of any dissatisfaction at your Government 
" has been from jfour&elf^ and I -can only ob- 
" serve, that the zeal and ability you have 
** uAilbrmly shewn, in maintaining the scf- 
^ cutity and tranquillity of the island during 
** the very critical period of your command, 
" would alone call upon me to receive any ac-^ • 
** counts of that kind with the greatest cireum- 
** spectioTL 

(Signed) *' HoBARt/* 

w 1*0 Brigadier GeHci-al Pictofl, 

The date of this letter is July 1802, about the 
period of the appointment of the ill-feted com- 
mission. At this time, therefore, it is certain, 
that Colonel Picton's Government not only re- 
maincd unimpeached to his Majesty's Ministers, 
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btft hrs " zeal and ability" \ftft distingfuished 
ib their estimation. Let us see how he was 
considfered by the Military Commanders : The 
Commander in Chief in the West Indies, on the 
l^th of August 1 802, Was Lieutenant General 
Grinfield, whose public dispatches on the 1 1th 
and 1 3th of August following, (some weeks af- 
ter Mr. Principal Fullarton and his associates 
had sailed for England with their cargo of cri- 
minations against Colonel Pic ton) are now be- 
fore me, in which the General expresses him'- 
jself in the following strong terms, 
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** Circumstances unexpected by Colonel Pic- 
ton> or by any other person, have placed him 
** for a little time in a disagreeable situation; 
" fcut I am fully persuaded his general conduct 
" has b^n such, as will convince the world of 
** his merit, and his fame will rise the higher 
-" for the unmerited persecution under which 
" he now labours* 
t (Signed) ^* W. Grinfield^, 

*^ Lieuteiumt General.'* 
^< Right tlonorable T^rd fiobart, 

And in hrs dispatch to His Hoyal Highness 
the Duke x)f York, he says, 
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<* The disagreeable situation in which li^ 
^* .(Colonel PictOn) has unfortunately, unin« 
" tentionally, and disagreeably been placed, 
" through the extraordinary conduct of Colonel 
** Fullarton, requires me to desire you parti* 
V* cularly to express my entire satisfaction of 
" Brigadier General Picton, both as a soldier 
" and a gentleman. 

(Signed) ** W. GjiiKFiELn^ 

^^ Lieutenant General*" 

/ 

*^ Colonel Clin ton J Secretary 
^* to His Royal Highness the 
*' Commander in Chief,** 

We find therefore that both His Majesty*^ 
Ministers and the Commander in Chief have 
spoken out on the subject; the first^ at the 
very period of the appointment of the commis- 
sion ; and the other, immediately ^ after its 
dissolution. Colonel Picton arrived in London 
in October 1 803 : he waited on Lord Hobart a 
few days after, about the time of the arrival of 
the Generars dispatches at the Secretary's office, 
and had, I suppose, «ome conversation with his 
Lordship on the business. In the beginning 
of December following, he was arrested by a 
King's messenger, and confined at Mr. Sparrow's 
hou&ton the oaths and depositions of these associates 
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U'hose characters I have taken fiom the return 
to the tnandatnus, ahd aheady insierted in my 
statement. Whether this step was taken in the 
tnanner in which Lord Hobart avowed ** he 
should receive any aocount of that kind^"* that ii^, 
as his Lordship say s^ ^^with the greatest circum^ 
" spectfon^^* I am not quite prepared to decide. 
This 1 am sure of, that he. Colonel Picton, was 
very ** circumspectly** taken up, and " very cir- 
** cumspectly" watched and guarded. An officer 
of such distinguished reputation, with such eu-' 
logics from the highest civil and military autho- 
rities still sounding in his ears, is, upon the 
oathd of men*, whose testimonies, (fi-om the 
depositions on oath of every resj)ectable man 
and m;lgistrate that was called upon, the oc- 
casion^ who lived in' the country, and knew 
thesie nlen for years,) *^ would not be, ie- 
lieved upon their oaths, taken up and impri-. 
soned !! ! It does not belong to the duty t 
have imposed upon myself in writing this ad- 
dress, to examine into the causes which induced 
His Majesty's' confidential servants to come to 
the resolution of beheving the oaths of these 



* The names signed to the indictment found against Colo- 
nel Picton are, Louba <3alderon, Raphael Shando, l^edro 
Yargajj and Jt^an Montes» 
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vagrants, and of putting Colonel Pictoii.: uj?oo 
his defence; but it is very much to my pur* 
poue t4) state the Jact\ and the circumstances 
connected with that fact, far the important usj^ 
which I shall ha\rc by and by to. make of it. 

.> ■ ' . ■ . 

« . « r • 

In an officer, whose merit had been previously 
so highly appreciated for his conduct " under 
circuiiistances of considerable difficulty an4 
dangeiv" it cannot appear at all extraordi^ 
nary, that a considerable, share of confidences 
might be placed ; that a general rectitude ii^ 
the measures which he pursued, might be verjj 
fairly presumed, and that large allowances. should 
be made for any deviations which he might feel 
himself constrained to make from the ordinary 
course of practice, during^ the period of bis 
" critical comnjand," . as my Lord Hobart very 
justly calls it, no reasonable man will disput^^ 
And after the statement which it have 
given of the circumstances o^f the case of I-ou- 
isa Calderon, now that the public are in posses-, 
sion of the large discretioxiary powers which hd 
lecei ved from lus Commander in Chief, (and let 



* DUigimus omnia vera, id est, fid^Kaj simpliciai con* 
stantia; rana, falsa, OaUentiaodiiiitts* L ^ 
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It BCT*r be fofgott^A that that Gbinmander in 
Chief was Sir Ralph Abercrotnby, ) wlien, I say, 
tke CKtraorditiary and perilous state of the whole 
of the West India islands is considered ; when 
tbc moit peculiar and novd slate df the laws and 
tadinahces of tfee Coiony over which he wai 
tplaced is reflected on ; when the feeble state of hfi 
thiserable and iiusubordinate garrison to preserve 
it^d order and subjecrion is called to mind; all 
these nic^miton* circumstances ought surely 
to have made every sober minded man pause, 
before he rashly, weakly, and presumptuously 
iiaearded a ccmdemnation of c^ndudt, the n\6¥ 
*iv€^ reasons, or necessities for "which, al^ 

• 

though df course thoroughly known, felt, and 
nndeiistood by Ministers, the public in genersQ 
must have been entirely ignorant of. . On great 
trying occasioni of this kind, whei'e a man-ft 
duty and his feelings ar^ put into a statfe of war*- 
&re; when, as a Soldier, his own reputation is at 
stake, and tfafe lives and fortunes of thousands per- 
hi^s resting on hi^ decisions, he who arrogantly 
pvei^tmes to arraign meaBure:^ the propriety or in*- 
|>ropi4ety! of which depended entil-ely on a chaiA 
<rf fcirQumstances, to judge of t^hicft requh-eS 
dither close pi*o5tirnity, or a very just and mi^ 
tiute informatiota; m my- humble opinion gives 
n^^er ft^ prbof of his judgmew^ ndt a pledge 
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pf hk imparthility, Bijtt applying my reasoU'* 
ing to the pariiculaf cai^e of Xiouisa Galderoc^ 
from which I have deviated a little too roudbi; 
X think, that as to the meritis or demerits of Co 
lond Picton in that business, there will be soon 
no doabtf nor I believe mudli! contrariety of 
opinions: it ismmJuMy ^xA. fairly bef dre the 
public, ai)d the question for them to decide is 
comprized in a very .small compass ; it- is thl4 
Was Colonel Picton^ taking An ^ whole of the 
circumstances of his situationj^ jsbarramed' and 
fttirly borne out in the part which he took in thk 
punishment, of Louisa Calderon, or not? This is 
Jftie simple question for the consideration and 
decision of the People of England; In the re* 
view which I have taken of the question, I hav« 
examined it merely on the principle bf/tfo? ; ina- 
dequate as I am to give it that degree of exa-- 
mination which such an important subject de^ 
serves, I flatter mys(?lf that I have investigated 
,the principles of that law, and proved its pMU> 
tice su^iently, Jor. all th^ purposes which I wit 
Mnded.- But surely this is a poor, narrow,^ 
^nfined, and miserable view ^f the subject Let 
me ask, will. the in&rmed a;i^d reflecting part of 
jthe coiiununity, make a mi^re Iaw«que$tion of 
this proceeding; whqn it. is acknowledged ^?ith• 
put contiadictum, that after. Sir -BUlj^ : Aber» 
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crojntiy hsiff banished the former Assessor fo^' 
bis' .erhiies; *atxd corrupt practiees^ there tvas' 
not a single Spanish lawyer to be found in the 
v)holecounirif. ' - 

In the consideration which I gave of the law^ 
part of this business, 1 'might have carriecl, with- 
perfect fairness, my argument nruch farther than'^ ^ 
I have done, 'lirid Imig^t have deduced frpln this" 
measure df ^ Sir Ralph Ahercromby's, confeey 
quences of 'much greate*r - extent thaii 1 have 
thought nec^sary in the txmclusion of that r^ 
view, I migtit have sa?d^ anid maintained, eo€i$ 

before Mr. Garrow himself^ that th^ momehfc 

• • • - ^ . . 

after the ixiecutiori of that measure, and the 
piiomulgatic^ of Sir RalffWs ♦ sentence .on th4 
Assessor, there was an end to every thteg tbfi* 
had the semblahce of Spanish^ Ife'w. * Thip Cotiii^ 
mkndcr in Chief, hy this act, put his sihoiilderi^ t^ 
the pillars 6f the <temple,^ attid tumbled it to tiitf 
very foundattoh. I say, the moment he put hi^ 
(Signature to^the instrument bf Jud^e Nihell'fi^ 
instructions, hi did not l^ave ^a single stoneof tbfc 
* edifice standing; *all went iii a ci-ash; one strike 
of his peri d6iholished the^work of ages-; law 
and lawyers/ Asfsessors and* fi-sctivanos, all disap- 
peared, and nothing but the emphatic word 
*^^ conscientSe" remained; • There he built th^ 
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ii<»r' tribunal, and Colonel Picton wa^ constl* 
tjuted tlie High Priest, the Law, aad tlie GdspeU 
> ■ . • 

Will the People of England decide the quea*. 
tion on the . sole ground of law ? Will they say 
that t^e Alcaldes,^ ^ set of j^nters^ i^or coun- 
tjry gentlemen^ as we might call them hei^); men. 
ijfhQri^ was not iiece^ry, as Mi:. Pcgorrat say§^ 
^f fye:^ that they shpuld know bow to i^rrite o? 
i\x^4y'' in order to,l?e tjje Afcaldos, qr Spanish 
Magistral, WUl ,tl}fy sg^y jthat M^ shQul4 
be; in9$ter$ of. tfaie Spanish law ? I^ De Ca^tro^ 
9* inj^s^rahle Escriy^iaoi a broken-down soldier,, 

end Spanish terhov tp ^^ ,^lothed witb thft 

character and ijijform^Uon ^f 4 jurisconsult ? 
Js; Colqnel PifrjlK)^, a mau who i^ever, I supppse,, 
tmi am Kn^lii^ hw book 19 his U^, aodi X 
dftpe say,^ coja^ld. i?Qt .fiiijid njuch greater entert 
t^inment fa a ^pai^ish Recppi^acion than he 
vi<>uld in Bl^ckstone, Hak, pr j^ardwicki?^ 
is he tQ he judged for his w^pt qf knowledge of 
Spanish law? Hidji<;u|ous! ab^rd in the highest 
4flgi»P 1 5 Not soj ^^houglit thfit revered char 
ract^r Sir, Rajph A^^rcro^ihy, when he com*^ 
mitted the Colpnyv confi^enijly mi^f^ Qovem- 
Bjent,. View the daflferent; Uglit i^ which h<? 
){ktvuiited this gr^at pledge! Se^ his instruc*. 
tioiis. " Shorty m4 ^W£^Mk p^oc^^^^^ 



^^. UmmBi^all omses^ in the most e^tpeditibus 
^' iai$dJ$asti e^peksive manner that the circum* 
^* siancei . mil admit. " ■ And ho\«^ was Colonel 
Pioton to doUlm^-Sir' Ralph mformefl him at 
aho^ ^^y according io the dictates of your con-- 
^* Mknoei <indtke best of '^ur abilities ;*^ and do 
Hiisj he sajhl, ^^ although it should be contrary to 
^^ thii usuaipPaetke of the ^panis^ &oiernment.*^ 
The6« "W^^re tli« insttUcfeions of that great qharac- 
tei\ who was then holding rtie^bonoraiid renown 
of England in his hands. These wefe riot the 
leiast Important acfibhs for which his grateful 
Gftuntry cot^red hini with honors and rev/ards. 
Did Co]pnel Pipton execute his orders? Did he 
act ^^ according to the dictates of his consciences 
** and the best of his abilities?'' Jf h^ did flpt, 
let him ][xe bpwed dowu tp tl)« e*rtih:; left him h^ 
pu;iHsh/lHl ai]^ disgmced i Act huti b^ held up aB ti 
spectacle to this and iuttire generations as a dis^ 
grace to hite country and a dishonor to the name 
6f a soldier, Bu{ if he has obeyed th? orders of 
Jiis Chi^fj b%s the Britjsb Natipp,.in ite condupt 
tp Colond Pkton, bai it recognized the ordeit 
of the jpan, ^yho, at tbc TPQjnerit that he wrote 
theq)| cpnipqvipd be w^s estabUsbing the secui 
. rity of the po^sessioa which he was addii% to 
the British cFOwn, on the sutest and most im^ 
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^in0ve3j;)l0.bsu2s ? Has it exsimtiied) «x\A ined the 
Jeg^tee of' this possjessfipq ..aoid of those orders, 
rand: who so fi^r participatecjjvvith him^in a. share 
jof t]pe [public e^lagifljmft^r4w/ firiglahd ^ t^^^ 
Cq1oji;i^I Picton <Jtn S^/* R^lpk Ab&ror^mby''s prin^ 
fipks f the on/yqnei I c(mtc^!d ftw, thathc a»ild 
^qr. ought to be ti:ied on ? A wish is vaii^; but for 
fa. ppipinent^Jeit^tne suppose ^ths^ the^spiqt of that 
iJ^liVstrioViS man could ^ave^ppear64.in the Court 
of Kiug'^, Bench, ,>yhen: Mr. G^uoyir$ giving 
that indication, of * a, larg^ ^xid comprehensive 
pnnd, , burst, upon the* Cpurt and tlie-Jwy with 
that meinprabJ.e distipction* sq bouorjible ta 
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* Mr* G. appears to be fand of making those distinction^! 
and*1ias shewh.'I think,' Verj considerable ingenuity in ex« 
^laihiiig tliebr; as* iii ttie foHowirig : Mr. Garroir— /* my 
^ Ifiamect frietidi<([aUad&g to 1^. Dallas) seems to me to en- 
!f de^rY^ur to establish a distillation ^nrhere fhere is no differ^ 
<^ ,enfie :" so ^ar.Mr. Garrpur ir,as speaking from ptaoticeand 
j^xperience ; but, says he, " iivheii we. state the inienHon to 
<^ oppress," now reader what do you imagine w^ do ? risum 
teneaiiS'^Mvhyy''^^ we mean 'merely that the ac/'opprcsses.'* 
Bsqnisite 1 Vide Report of Colonel Picton's Trial, page 61. 

' Dir. Samuel Johnson could not hare done it better ; nor 

t 

Ben^tley; nb, nor Hume; butmark, it^wasirotlaw'^Mr. G. 
was tiaikifig th«B, it was metihphifsics. The tM. Justice Cl^rk 
pf the-Cjput't bf Session in Sed(tUnd, ai man of ^reat natncal 
capacity, but not of profound learning^ when Mr. Maco* 
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his genius, between the Laws of the Rect^Uackm 
ie ia^ Indias, and those of Castile* How woutdb 
his mild mid . behignanjb cdvntenaiiice have 
beamed niys of iiidignation upon a man, wha 
eeukl attsmf^ to« make ^^iV impovemhedy 
stunted, Jpiedantic ^Ibtinction, ; the . criterion of 
Aifiairge,' libera], and confidfioJiial mind, whea 
he ordered Colonel -Picton to ract. ". according tar 
*:^. the dictates of his coinscience, and to the best 
^* of his abilities ?" 

: Bat how would he have appear^ what mqst 
Imve been his aaguish^ how must his heart have 
been torn, when .the country forgetting (I hicipie' 
and believe for a moment ibrget'ting his last 
Words, ^* His Majesty^ s Ministers will be in-- 
" farmed of your situation, and will no doubt ^ 
^^ make eoery alkmahce f did record a sentence^ 
of condemnation, not on Colonel Picton» hat 
on the orders of a man^ whose name is immor*' 



nochy, now Lord Meadowbank, was one daj. pleading 9. 
cause before him with his usual eloquence and deep legaj in* 
formation, the Lord Justice stopped him in the middle of hii 
argument, by saying, in the true Scottish accent, for which 
he was so remarkable, ^^ Meistre Mekonowhy^ you are too 
ff fitetuwhjnt^i you confound ; me tiiidi your mstsV* 
« hysiks.*' . . - 
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1tel, who Uvea ibr evcar in thic. heart ofhii ^vm^ 

Iky, and fills a /mo&ft lirHJiaiil; pagq itt it^s hbn 

tory. This is not MdeelamattOQi ! I $ay> and rtti 

peat it again lan^ again^ if: Colopel/Picton hai 

acted *^ accordmgito> the diotates^.of.his.jeon^ 

1^ science^ and > to the best4>f his al^lities/' if 

Ms ie proved, then the Lawyers, and Mr^ O. at 

their head^ mayi and! ^shall heboid to say, wiU 

talk, to tiie people of this oouiitry isi vain;/ in 

vain Will they say, as Mr, G. said,, with what 

truth, or with what portion of .Mr, G/s own be^ 

Kef und credit, h^\ jbest knoiws,«. ^^> without the 

^ least meltioe but io gratify a tyrantdcal disposiA 

^ tion^ to oppress am Uufo^uoate: mnd defeUceiesa 

^ victim 1^ his eriicity.'^ iThe ;^<. bloody sens* 

** tence*' (another Qf Mf. (Gafrrow's beautiful 

flourishes) will h© washed away • by therepen-' 

taut tears of a deluded, but sorrowing coun^ 

tcy; the zeal, abilities^ and apknowM^d ia^) 

tegrity of Cokoiel Pietou will survive tfieSe ubl-; 

worthy and unjust aspersions^^ and he will live,- 

I trust, to add still more to the fame, wealth, 

and honor of a just and generbus nation. 



<)i, 



' /There is . another points of view in which this 
case might be most fairly and properly examine ; 
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aR4J^4^ wh^t- |>mQt of iVife«r in irfiidi it can 
be looked at| Ji^ut . lis itoost iiDportant ^nd iater^^ 
es^gf? ^i^d well might the noble and Learned 
Jfu4g9 say^ frorrt the Bencji, " This is a! case, 
^ Mf* ]3aUa$» f^U of important points ; points of 
^ muoh inorei^oa^equence than, |he last to which 
*^ you toye ftdvefted*/* 



The point I allude to is» how far Colonel 
Picton cam be arraigned legally for his conducty 
acting as he did, *^ according to tl>e dictates of 
^ his conscience ;" how far he can be tried and 
punished ^r his ignorance of Spanish km. 
This principle of argument I do not mean to 
enlarge upon in this paper : it was insinuated 
Irom the highest authority, that " ignorance of. 
^* law was a very good reason for mitigation of 
^* punithnmnty but no ground for a man's not 
**, being convicted." This subject is in much 
. ahkr hands ; it is with those who will acquit 
tbatpselves like men of deep and extensive kuQw* 
ledg^ m learned and accomplished advocates : 



'"' HisIiOrdship alluded to what Mr. Dallas had said; it 
"Was, ^' HU Lordship has now said, that we are to put out of 
^^ our considei^ton all inquiries as to acfuid malice^ and 
^^ if >the aet committed, were anlawful, the iUegtUity alone 
<< will be sttfficirat to render the defettdaat guilty." 



I shall therefore not pres6ni6 to atyfidpjrte aN^ 
thing they may say upon it hei-eafter, and shrftl 
dismiss it with this single xeflectidn, that in ttiy 
very humble opinion, if there be upon record 
one case stron^r than another, which heat^ a 
TSfiBSK out and supports him in the principle :f^ of 
" ignorance,** and " acting, according to con- 
•^ science;'* if there be in the whole history of 
criminal and civil jurisprudence, a • <ra»e which 
calls for and demands all the tender considera- 
tion and liberal allowances which are pleaded for; 
upon these principles, I have, no hesitation in 
saying that that case is Colonel Pictonls. 

Before I eyffv put my pen to paper oq this sub- 
ject, I have unceasingly,, and with . emotions 
that I cannot describe, Idoked at thisi cfurartioil 
in a military point of view ; the indeltjbie impfes^ 
sion it made upon my mind and. fedings, tht 
mjany anxious days I passed white labouring un* 
der the painful reflections to which that view 
gave rise, was certainly another powerful cause 
of my presuming to publish mys opinions upon 
it.^ I trust I possess the feelings and honorable 
ambition which actuate an officer who hopes to 
give some proofs of his zeal and capacity; w4io 
looks at some time or other of ])is life tlu-ough the 
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path iJf service and diligence, to the faodorable 
dbtinotictn& which that zed and that diligent ster^ 
yice obtain in this coiintry. ^ Animated as I havt 
be^i with these hopes, how has my heart sunk 
within m^ when some unlucky combination of 
ideas oame across^ and- the case of my respected 
friend Colonel Picton struck upon my mind, and 
instantaneously froze up the full arid generous 
current of my though t$« It is indeed a momen«- 
tous question, — shall I say, a portentous one! 
trhe-mind of a soldier is and must be^affrighted 
iby it :- for my own part, anxious and eager as I 
am to enter into its discussioif, I am repelled by 
its bulk, and I involuntarily shrink and turn away 
from its consideration. A man of Colonel Pic- 
ton's iixtraordin;ary talents, of his tried integrity, 
with his thirty-seven years of honorable and most 
meritoriouf service/!, that an altseeing^Provi- 
dence should order it, that / was to become the 
defender of the conduct and services of such an 



cdficer ! that my insignificant warranty should 
be found necessary to the re*establishment of a 
Man, whose whole life has been one uninterrupted 
Qcene either of honorable action or of labork^us 
mental en^ployment ! But what shall I sa^, >vhat 
will that English publiQ^feel, when they know,.aA 
I do, when they are told from authprity bcyon^d 
question or cositradictipn, that a man so . e^i^ 
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iofste^i iti^ such serviced to entitle ilnm 'to the 
highest confidence of his coiiatry^ has beeb 
broug^it before thfe bar of that ^iouiitry for ob^ 
dknee t^ the orders of hii Chief, The tabtatxA 1 
heard the fbUowmg dtelaFation from the Coatt; 
I will faifix avoW^ that I was struck with ^ar^ 
Consternation) and surprise, it is indted a de»> 
ckration b% with consequences of unexampled 
magnitude and inteVesL Frequently have^ I 
turned to the page which records it, and I never 
perused it without alarm« It is assuredly ''^full 
** ^ important points^*' vital to the amhy j tht 
iife-c6rd on whifch every thbg connsected with it 
hangs. It was an adamantine chain that bound, 
the Soldier to hts duty— it is how the sword of 
Damocks^ suspended by a hair** 

On the Evidence fbr the DefehdanL 

Mr. Dallas. " My Lord, I have put in the 
** Imtr^ctions fknier which the Ihfendant acted; 
" they All refer to the Spanish law, the laws of 
" the bokwiy and under the Spanish govcmraent i 
** it will only be necessary to refer, to the com^ 
^ fnission of General Picfon, '* 
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Nlliii esse ei beatam^ cui semper aliqtiis terrot 



impendeatf Ge. Tiisc. 5. 



V Erfm ike Court ^ *^ ThU hoi nothing to A, 
^* UHth ike fuettidn. * 

' Mr.^ Lawes; ^' Itisetldehce that th^ddfeai* 
5^ dipit acted in his judicilal capacity/' • 
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From tko Comrf. ** // can neither pr^ttMcedt 

^^ benefit his case ik any waif »*' 

*•* 

. Hti MujestyU Instructions Were itad in wk 
dence fdr Cblonel Picton to the jury* Not . 4 
vimd of Sir Ralph Abercromby's in8tructi(Hi«. 
Were they su^rscded by IhoBe of his Majesty ?. 
Virf ually they could not ; it was rendered imposr 
sibl^ because to do this> . that is, to )reitder th<^ 
great ground work of these instructions of iM 
av^l, that part requiring Colonel Pictoa to act 
according to the best of his conscience, should be 
abtogated and done away. A Sj)ani$h lawyer, or 
^me toan versed in those laws, abd armed with 
autliprity from the governilieiit to administer 
them, should have been sfent out, otherwise 
Cc^onei Picton iras still held to h\i original oi''^ 
ders. He wais still *^ aictiiig Itolthe best of Iw 
" conscience/' Ori this part, no more thah fat 
Anyothfer, I have before proved; tbat.thfeKang'a 
Instructions made no chctnge . whatever. Colentl 
Picton waSi by the Kmg's insttucttons, |)U^^ 
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preehefy whcie Iig wai before* ** To^ govr^n n^ 
•' nearly as circumstmccs wiU'parmiff according 
^* to the terms of their capitulation/* are the 
guarded ^mdi of the King's Instructions. He 
was, bj those instruction^ ordered ^ Council tcf 
consult with^ but authorised to act contrary to 
their opiini^on *^ when the Kifigls interest required 
«* it,'* and to state their and his opinion for so 
acting to the Secretaries of State. Therefore on 
tbe principle, of the question of Lodisa Calderon, 
Imiaintaiii that C6lofiel Picton ir^/edf and judged 
prefisefyj and without the smalkht difference or dis- 
ttnction^ (I appeal to Mr. Garrow) on the same 
ground of instiiuetioh as he did on any previous 
act of bis before those orders anived in Trinidad. 
What is the consequence ? what then is the fair 
deduction? What is the point on which the 
whole of the question turns, the great axis 'on 
which it rolls ? Shall I state that the verdict of the 
Court of King's Bench runs counter to, if I may 
so express myself, the reasonable instructions of a 
Military Commander in Chief? Shall 1 say, 
liiat it marches in between the soldier and his 
ihiperior officer? I shudder at this deduction; 
my heart misgives me, and I retire from the 
conclusion. It is not a tortured one like Mr. 
Garrow's. It is broad, plain, imposing, and 
forcible, not to be overlooked or mistaken. It 



]• a dedsion of ndjonientous import ; worthy the 
deepest considpration of the Government : ^' full 
^^ of important points" charged and loaded on 
every side. 

My mind }$ too full of matter upon diis qued^ 
tion to proceed secutely on. I have, as an offi*' 
cer^ stalled the principal of the case ; I have, as a 
faithful, loyal^ dutiful subject, opened the sub- 
ject to my country ; I have taken it out of the 
hands of base, designing men ; I have removed 
all the calumnies and misrepresentations which 
have been wickedly^ and for the worst purposes^ 
Mtached to it; I have brought it from night 
and darkness into broad day-light ; I have ex- 
posed it as it isy to my country and the world : 
not alone for the honor, fortune, reputation of 
him on whom this great experiment has been 
xazAi have I volunteered in the cause, but for 
the skfety and prdtection of those who are now 
undei* the very same terrors. The Magistrates 
of Ti^ntdad acted in this x^ase with such perfect 
conviction of their legal powers so to do,,. of the 
legal right they had so to act and order, that 
the intimidations of Mr. Fullarton in bringing 
this case forward as a heinous charge and crilne 
%yere laughed at: little did they suppose that 
the Governor of Trinidad was, on his return 

s 
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from the Government, to be pelted by the pity- 
less tongues of an unthinking rabble; to be con* 
fronted and accused by miscreants whom they 
all acknowledged and swore to be outcasts, and 
persons " not to be believed on their oaths/* 
Mr, Black, one of the ablest, and most expe- 
rienced, tl>e most wealthy' Magistrate, of the 
Coldfty, has asserted his legal right -to order 
this punishment since Brigadier General Hislop 
has assumed the Government. He punished 
Modcstd Valmont in the same manner^ as Mr. 
Begorrat punished Louisa Calderon; arid will 
the Government of England, will it keep an 
active Magistrate and honorable man in exile in 
the West Indies, when, after thirty-five years of 
toil and labor under a burning sun, the greater 
part of that spent in the service of Government^ 
when the labor of life is, or should be, relieved 
hy the solaces of friends, and the comforts ef 
fortune in England ? I say, wili such a man be 
kept in abeyance, waiting for the hand of the 
law to lay hold on him, shouki he be boid 
and bitf^e enough, like Colonel Pkton, ot rash 
enough, perhaps as it maji turn out, to come 
home and face it's present terrors r and why all 
this terror, dread, and ^prehension ! because he 
acted as the Colonel did, and as Mr. Begorrat 
did in obedience to the km? No, no. This can* 
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i!K)t» Wilt inot be Aohtf trill not be suffered or 
eridared An action of damsges for 469OOOA is 
acinaUy entered against Colonel Picton for act- 
ing in obedience to otkef* parts of His Majesty's 
instructions, xfinch it requires no knowledge of 
the Spanish * language or of Spanish law to t&iA 
and understand. Many are threatened against 
Brigadier General Hislop; 1 know the eases* 
His instriictions are^ I tmderstand, oh a much 
tmtt narrowed s^ale than Colonel Fictoff^* 
m shOtM ilot be lid in jeopardy. It is fUll 
time to put 3ti @nd to all tbesef fi-etful ei^cum* 
stances. The principle should be settled for 
€Vet and ^t td dtemal rest. No hew sources 
«r M&dB of in^rreetion 6r rebellion should be 
laid. A BiieLsfh Q^vetridt in the dust, and a 
triuMphautit negro or mulatto mob are unseemly 
ftpeetaci^s. They present awful considerations 
to the minds of ^efle^ting* men, to those wlio 
kDfOW thei^ fieiy *bd in&ihmable regions^ what 
they hatr^f becfti, nay, what they are, and worse, 
what they may be. 



But if the dangers pointed out, ^ faf frpM 
our fire sides, their apprehensions ofc^n ^lide 



* Vide Appendix, No.. 15. for the eanse, aud the name 
of the gentleman who has brought the action ! 



away, fropi our thoughts^ and leave little or iso 
impression. They have, however, not wanted 
my warning •voice ; weak as it is, I have raised 
. it, and shall contii;iue to do so in humble hope 
and expectation that it may be of some avail ; 
that my zeal at least may help to raise others 
more powerful, or more able to join their voices 
to mine, in decrying any attempt at suth dis- 
graceful proceedings in future. Let not the 
confidence of officers, naval, .military, or civil, 
in those who govern or direct us, be broke^i up, 
or endangered ! This confidence, this discre^ 
tional authority is the key and comer stone to all 
great actions. What would our immortal hero 
* Nelson have done at Copenhagen, if confidence 
had not ruled his hesirt in that memorable con- 
test ? Would he have lived to have turned the 
balance of £urope^ and gained the Imttle of 
Trafalgar ? — Wotjild the conquest of the French 
in Egypt have . been annexed to our military 
triumphs ? Would Trinidad have remained in 
our possession ? No. We should have nothing 
of these to record. Abortive enterprizes, abor* 
tive actions. Nothing .but loiscarriage and 
abortion. . , . 



"i 



When the Government or the country fails in 
their acknowledgments to thd zealous and faith* 
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till servaoit'in any department, you tear up" by 
the roots the very soil that nourishes and rivi- 
ffcs the hearts of oak that bear your honor and 
your thunder to tvery part of the world. Cold 
pausing consideration will come in the place, 
^nd supplant the instinctive aMor, the high 
mettle, the burning ieat of* those who sacrifice 
every thing dear to them in the service of that 
cotintry. Oh ! it is a fatal mildew, corroding 
with its malignant pcrison, and consuming the 
principles of honorable exertion ; striking at, 
flestroying, and extinguishing the punctum sa- 
Hens of all honor^ all courage, all manly and 

noble action. 

■> 

' Far be it from my country, and far removed 
for ever from its soil be thbse, who would act 
upon such a base and 'infamous' principle. If 
there be a man in the nation, who, under what- 
ever cover, mark, or protection be may have 
acted, is found capable of attempting, or perpe- 
trating such a horrible design, it 'is the bounden 
duty of every person, but more particularly of 
every officei^'who knows and regards the service, 
who sincerely and unafieptedly discharges his 
duty to the public, to the army, and to him- 
self, to assist in dragging such a man to the bar 
of public account, and endeavouring to make 



m ■ 

hhn 5V spppt^cle of public disgrace , a;id execra- 
tipi|. To prove th^ such % tff;^ does liy<g ^lid 
c^oy a Bigh situation in this country, )a ofi^ of 
the many njotives which has determined my rer 
soUit^oa to jiioite this letter^ And np^ under the 
most §gcred obligation to per^m this part of 
my worl^ J propepd to Is^y a triansaction be^re 
tbfl't public^ which, in point of atp^^^ty .of ^sjig^ 
I shall n9t scrapie to say, st^ds tjie very ^st 

in the fiill listof wicHed pttrpfl9C8, 

\ .... 

I have, in page ^0, aUuded to " a tran^aftioij 
** of a very extraordinary nature^" which I i^^id^ 
that I considered it my duty to briiig &rward 
before I concluded this address : I stated/ that 
I had adduced authorities to proye that the two 
CoinmissioQers had np puplic or private instr^p- 
tions from Goyeromen't, :to inquire into Gover- 
nor Picton*s adm^ni^trationy and tbi$ statement 
I made */ clnefly with the view of acquitting, 
** from the fullest, authority, (that pf thp -Coin- 
** missioneri^f) tl^e then Secretary fof -the Colo- 
^^ nial departmeiity and the administration at 
** large, from any knowledge of, or p^ticipa^ 
** tion in*' the very es^traordinaiy transaction* 
then alluded to, AnfJ. I do npvf rep^f i^y be- 
lief and convictipq, that any, $^Qb part^ip^tipn 
^n, or knowledge of the circumstance,^ or any 
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thio^ conaect^id with it^ oa the |>art of mj <jf 
tb^ leading oaembers of that Gowmfymtj k ItO'* 
tplly impossihle* I hay/i alsoaUHii^d tp the ateps 
Vhk;h ware taken again&t.ColoBi^l Pictoi^ om hds 
return frcmi Afi West iQdies in page S4f), ' .and 
I have stated some public dpqun^uita to shew, 
that frpm whatever cause thi^ : lufftsiytre to wands 
him might be rendered Beoessjiry) the ^{^iiuotaa 
of His Majesty's OrfoaMsil Secretfttyi wd those* 
cf tiie Commandfar m Chief in the West Jndiesi . 
w^re in per£^t u^iscyi af the timey respoetiog^ 
the general merits of Oolonel Piicton as a Gover- 
nor, an ofBcef, and a gentleman ; and. that 
iirhiU^^er little suspicions mi^t be .enteitained, 
Of whatever siiimiaes ^n«d ground in conse^ 
cpiience of these suspicions, respcrcting^^ the opin^^^ 
ion which His Majesty's Ministers entertained 
of him, by having removed him from his foj. 
mer high place, as Governor and Captain Qe-^* 
neral of the Colony, and placed him only second 
in the Commission; I say, those suspicions 
wej?e obscured and lost in the gj^neral belief that 
the measure W93 honestly intended, and that > 
Colonel Picton, in his zeal foi the service and I 
good of his eou(ntry, gave confidenoe to His 
Majesty's. Government for the purity of their 
intentions towards him , individually, and for 

r 

their zealous endeavours generally to promote 
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the piiblte adtatitage. I irtysdPhf ard of some* 
curious stories at that time, and of some «tiU 
more curious infermation^ df a very particular 
natuYCt being sent out [from this country, a little 
before thd C<Hrimissioners sailed irom England, 
to take upon tbem the Government of Trinidad.' 
When 1 was in liiat island, a variety of reports- 
assailed my leiars; to tliose I paid very little at- 
tention^ and indeed all remembrance of them 
would have been obliterated in my mind, if a 
doisument had not been transmitted to me of 
such a nature as^ at onqe to put my suspidons 
beyond aH doubt, and to prove, from an autho- 
rity so high, so unspotted, so entirely beyond 
tlie reach of contradiction or disbelief, as most 
amply and completely warrants me in giving it 
ifty own full and uhequivpcal belief^ and in lay- 
ing the whole bf ft now before the British 
Public* t 

This most extraordinary and important docu- 
n^ent is an qfidtwit of Doctor Lynch, sworn 
before the Honorable John Nihell, Esq. Chief 
Judge of the island ; the substance of which 
was iirst comn^unicated by the Doctor,, in a let- 
ter to Mr, Gloster, the Attorney General of 
Trinidad, a copy of which I also annex. A 
paper involving a chargi^ of such a nature as 
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tiiat*which it proclaims, and against a persob 
nrho ranks so high in the country, certainly re- 
quires that it shoald come with every proof and 
stamp of authenticity, both as td the high re- 
spectability of the author, and of the medium of 
its tral^^ission. ' I therefore, wrt having tlie 
honof^ttf knowing *the gentlemah myself, consi- 
dered it a sacred duty, us soon as 1 had formed 
the idea of communicating the affidavit to thfe 
public, to be scrupulous in niy inquiries con* 
ceming him; and I 4o now state, from the 
most unquestionable authority, from those who 
have known and Who have lived with him, that 
Dr. Lynch is a person of unimpeached ii>te- 
grity,he iis a regular graduated Doctor, a learned 
and scientific man. This gentleman, accom* 
panied by his wrfeand diiWren, and with good ' 
pirospects of success from an established family 
jconnexioii in that island, went out From tiiis 
country' to practise as a physician ; and after 
a residence of two years in the Colony, when 
lie had ample time and opportunities to make 
himself master of every circumstance respecting- 
the proceedings of Mr. FuUarton, and the for- 
mer Government of Coioniel Picton, he addresses 
the following letter to Mr. Gloster ; 
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*^ 5IR, Trwidad, Feb. 18, ims^ 

*^ In campliance with your request, . I bav? 
the honor of comnluniqating tp yoK in writing 
tjie substance of part of a coQtyersatioQ which • 
I had withMr. SullivantChief Secretary to liOr4 
Hohart^ at his I^rds^pf's office ia Df^wPM^g* 
street, somewh$tt preyJK>as to the inoRtfa o| 
December, in the yeasr JROJ, where J5 went. 
to learn on what termd Governmefit intended 
to grant lands in t^s Ccd<my« 



" In the course of the coayiori^i^i^ . Mr-. Siil- 
'^ Uvan asked me, wliether I ha4 any letjters. to 
'^ ^& M^^sty 's Commissioneis ? I repUedl, that 
'* I only had two to Gewral Picton ; on whicb 
^^ he recommended me to procure some, if posr 
^^ sible, for the 6rst Co)Qnii9$i<Mier, Ccd^oel 
*^ Fullarton, as he would ha¥e it in hiis power 
" to he of more service to me ; for thai in aH 
^ pnhfAiUty General Picten ti^mld he &r^49P€4 
^ to return to England before six nwnt^s, 41s 
^* Colonel Fullarton was instructed to mmti-- 
^ gate his past conduct in Trimdad. 






^^ This Sir, having been so mentioned to xne^ 
as to a perfect stranger, and not in confi* 
dence, occasioned my surprize in the month 
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^ <»f IVfsnch folloviog, that it was not generally 

'* ^o mjderstopd 'm this Cplouy. 

•^ Permit me; "Sir, to add, that in conse- 
** quelice of the Unmerited treatment which ' 
^* General Pictoii has since experienced, it will 
'* give me pleasure if this communication caii 
^* in iny way ' tend to shew that that treat- 
^' inent was prehieditated. • 

*' I have the h6nor to be, &c. &c. 
(Signed) ^' Fredeeic 5. Lykch, m/d."' 

«^ To the Honorable Archibald * ' 

It, cs^sao^ 9e«Mb jurpHfiiige,' th^t |hei most. soi. 
leipn ^{;t9rtlt^Q^ wh*?]^ \t is ip the power of 4 
Chri§tifiH to givf to Im^ ^^dd^^ioo^ i^uld b« 
eonsid^f^ indispf(Q4ijt>le t^ thii$ e^xtraordiuarjir 
doRiiRjfintj a«4 jic^rdiggly, whea the pro7 
priaty ai^d u^c^ssity of thif f^ial stamp wera 
hinted to the dpptpr,, he p^Hie forward with thA 
gr^ at;$st readiness, and of adis the following so-> 
lemn affidavit t9 thewtruth of ^very p^it of his 
statement, which he immedi^ti^ly traqsmitted ta 
thiscountry, . 

Copij of Dr. LyncKs Affidavit. 

/* TRjNiDAD.-r-Frederic J. Lynch of the 
P<??t qf Spaiu^ : Jsland of Trinidad, Esquire, 



set 






I>octer of Physic, maketh oath and sihhj 
that in or about the month of November, one 
thousand^ eight hundred and two^ he was pre- 
^* sent at the office of His Majesty's Secretary of 
^' State for the Colonial department, and a con^ 
•' versation then took place betwe^p this depo^ 
^ nent, and John Sullivan, Esquire^ resp^ecting 
' ^^ Trinidad, and particularly ^ to grants of 
'^ laad^ about to be made to persons going thi* 
^' th'er, and on what terms such grants could 
'^ be obtained; when the said John SuUivan, 
^^ Esquire, in the course of such conversation, 
^ inquired whether this deponent had any let-^ 
** ters to His Majesty's Commissioners, to 
•• which this deponent answered^ that he harf 
^ two to General Picton. Upon which the 
*< said John Sullivan, Esquire, recommended 
** this deponent to procure some, if possible, ^ 
** to the First Commissioner, Colonel Fnllar- 
'^ ton, and stated, that the said Colonel Ful* 
" larton would have it in his power to be of 
•* more service to this deponent, than General. 
^^ Picton could be, or words to that effect. 
< * And this deponent gave as a reason for sueh^^ 
'* recommendation, that in all probability Ge* 
** neral . Pie ton would be ordered to return to 
** England before sia: months, as Colonel Ful^ 
" larton was instructed to inmstigate the {then) 
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*^ ^t conduct <>f General Pkton in Trinidad. 
^^ And this de|>onent further maketh oath and 
^' saitit) that he expressed> his surprise, oa hip 
^J arrival in this Colony, in the month of March^ 
** 1803, that it was not generally known orun- 
'^ di^ratoody that the said Colonel Fullartou had 
^< sud^ instructions, the said John Sullivan 
*^ having mention^ed the circumstance to this 
^* d^neni as a stranger, and not in aconfi- 
^^ dential manner, which induced this depo- 
^' n^it to relate the substance pf the conversa- 
^* tion, herein before mentioned, immediately 
^^ after Ms arrival in this island, and several 
" times sinee« 

" FbjSderic J. Lynch, M. D."*^ 

^^ Sworn at the Part of Spala aforesaid, 
^^thisfifteenthdajof Jaly9.1805« . 

'^ Before me, John Nihell, 
Chi^ Justice and JiiBge of th^Consulado* ' 

Here is a gentleman of the, most respectable 
character, of the first order in the learned pro- 
fessions, and a man who, as he has asserted 
elsewhere, is " neither interested in the cause of 
^* General Picton or of Colonel FuUarton,*' stat- 
ing what! ' " That in all probability General Pic- 
" ton would be prdered to return to England 
^^ before six months, as Colonel Fullartou was 
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'^ insfructsdt6 mteAtigate <hc tltenpMt ddiiddit 
V of G«rteril Pictewt at tf»iddfid ! (!'' The fti^t 
Hpti. JOfhii SklliVali, tb^ Undef-lS^ctetdiy to 
Lor^ Hoh&tl, ftiak«5 thi» a#S€ttioti iti or dJbdiit 
the mdnth of Nor. 1804, bifdM^ tb* CoxttmiA- 
ftioners had sail^ iW iTrinklad!! WbMl re^ 
thi3 affidavit at firsts I e&n dMtif e tfiy fearer th At 

1 imoliinutily statted fr5i]fi my ehs^r ; oov d(5l 
Tememb^r fh&t m the whote tai^Ys6<^my lifb, 
evei^ on heaiting the vetdket tgmMt mj friend. 
Colonel Pictoii, delitered by the jtxry, to have 
had my mind so agitsited ^d a^eeied. Mt. 
Sitllivan slmll hear the wh4k truth from me ; attd 
therefore before I make a single cdmtkieiit <m die 
trtoiiaclk^, kt itie tjstfh ha^tc a little to the re- 
spectable gentlemstft ^hd hai had Ae eoortigb 
and independence to send this document to he 
laid before the British public, and proclaim ajoud, 
that he is not one of that species or description 
of persons whom we have frequently seen in the 
West Indies^ who stepping from behind ah apo- 
thecary's counter, acquire all their knowledge 
and skill from the mere inspiration which the 
tropical winds afibrd thenfi on their pas&agd^ and 

I III < i f ^ ... I II i - .i 1 i f « ■ < » « < 1 I f I -■ ■ I ■ ' ^ ■ ■ ' n ii-i ■■ I I — a—— ^ 

« The C6ftmiissimi€f» $aSM fi^m P^ftsmotrtb ih& 9NSt& 
Not.lSd!^. Vid&yiv. Foll^toYi'^ Qu^io ptimv, Fage9« 
The conrers&tion oiccttri^ed ^me d^ys before that date; 
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^feo considering themselves cleansed from their 
intellectual impurities by the ablations which 
tb«y receive in that latitude, dole out their ad- 
vice in the Colonics by the dollar or the priistine : 
Dr. LyDch has no connexion, association, or 
similitude with th^at class of beings of another 
pro&ssion^ ^ho run from the Grenadines or the 
Greoadillas^ or some othar obscure skulking 
comer of the Arehipeiago, and covering theiiH 
selves with a law cloak, yea, a lawyer's gown, 
clothed in the hypocritical mantle of true legal 
learning, vend their seditious and diabolical ora- 
cles to no other purpose but the diflFusion of se- 
dition, <fiscord, and disunion. He belongs not 
fo the club of gabbling pensioners who infest 
the coHee houses and the billiard tables, and 
Whoi lifc* the vermin that the naturalists tell us, 
Imrrow and breed in the skins of the larger and 
nobler anihials, feel a sort of hpnor and conse* 
quence in proclaiming that tkey also find a name 
amd a place in assisting to teaze and worry (for 
they can do no more) my respected fiiend Colo- 
nel Picton. Doctor Lynch is uone of tliose : he 
is, what a physician should be, a man of correct 
moral conduct, of a atrong natural and of a great 
cultivated understanding. And you, Mr. Sul- 
livan, told this gentleman, either before tke Coth^ 
fnission had sailed, according to Mr. FuIkrtonV 
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book^ or a very fetir days afterwards, ** that 0>* 
*' lonel FuUarton was insiructtd to investigate 
** the past conduct of Colonel Pieton,*^ Let 
me ask you, Mr. Sullivan, by %oh(nn li^as Mr. 
Fullarfon so instructed} I have;ai right, Sir„ t# 
ask you this question ; and I dq TfoWt in' the face 
of your country, call yoii to tl^e^baft of the Eng- 
lish nation, and I do demand of you as a matter 
of right, which you are bound as a gendemau 
and a man of honor to ansyrer^ I do say I have 
a right to demand of you, by whose authority 
was Mr. FuUarton instructed or commissioned ? 
Was it my Lord Hobarf s, the then Colonial 
Secretary, and now Earl of Buckinghamshire ? 
His Lordship totally disavows it See his letter 
to Colonel Picton of the date of July 19, 1802^ 
only four months previous to your declaratjufn. 
The first official notification I have received 
of any dissatisfaction at your Government 
has beenyro;rf yourself, and I can only say, 
that the zeal and ability , you have uniformly 
shewn in maintaining the tranquillity and se- 
curity of the island, during the very critical 
period of your command^ would alone call 
upon me to receive any accounts of that kind 
with the greatest circumspection.'' The Com^ 
mander in Chief in the West Indieb^ General 
Grinfield, totally disavows it. He says, " His 
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•* feme will rise the higher for the unmerited 
•^ persecution under which he now labors." 

(Signed) ** W. Grinfield, 

^^ LientenoDt General.'* 
<i Barbadoes, Aug. 13, 1803.'^ 

The then Premier^ Lord Sidmouth, I knaw^ 
has disavowed it utterly and in toto^ and it 
would appear an unseemly insinuation of my 
want of confidence in that declaration, if I pre- 
sumed to remind liis Lordship or the public of ^ 
the particular language which announced that 
disavowal. I believe his Lordship was, and is 
perfectly sincere and unaltered in that state- ' 
ment Where then are we to look for the au- 
thor of those instructions " to investigate the 
** conduct of Colonel Picton?" There is no 

• 

doubt that Mr. Sullivan's threat, for at present 
I shall give it no other name, was ^realized, his 
copduct Was investigated, and although Colonel 
Picton was " not ordered to return to England,*' 
as Mr. FuUarton has falsely asserted*, yet Colo- 



* General Grinfield, the Commander in Chiefs words 
mre, ^^ Yon will therefore nir^t harry yourself either in com« 
<< ing here, or in going to Europe, either of which fs in 
<( your option. 

(Signed) « W. GamwiX©.'' 

«* Barbadoc)i« Jtm« IS, 180S.* 

X 
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lid Pictbh did certainly teslve Trinidad, to re-' 
turn t9 England, hi abdut sit months after Mr. 
FkUkrton^s arrival there : I therefore^ say that 
flip character of the British Nation, the honor 
of His Majesty^s Governrheiit, the public service 
itself and the safety of the individ ual who here- 
afttli" dtvotes his servicig to it, arfe ill eqtidly 
eoniirctted and nrost . dtieply mt^re^ted iii thia 
AomcntOfus question. I dd th^fefore a^aih call 
liponyou, Mr. SulHvaii, to come forward arid 
td ansMt^er ttiy quCfStlon. In the name of tHe 
British Eliljiite, ili the name of the arriiy that 
aiipports, sferves, and shtds its blbod for that 
Empire, in the naiiie of eVery thing honorable, 
just, and fair, do I call upon you, Jolm Sulli- 
van, Esq. to avow the author of those secret 
ihstnictiohs. Yoii mufi^ Sir, now come forward, 
fhiis Jbusihess sjiall be no longer overlooked, or 
forgotten : While I live, and have a pen of a 
tohgue, you shall riot escape investigation or 
notice. I will take you from your hiding place, 
or your protection, be it where or who it may^ 
ami summon you ay an <Mctt and a genttematr 
toavowy^Ur author for tboae private instructiotts. 
The task I know is Hettutean, but I will endea- 
tout todfag the Cacus from his de!i1.It is in fain, 
Mr. Sullivan, to sophisticate about the business ; 
^ disavowal on your side is tata%afid utterly im* 
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|Ki?8ible, , iBntir4jly anprediblp. Yoh Sir, I am s»- 
tified, will never think of it Pgctor In^y ncbj^ 
t state, is {iQxipus and ardent to reassert ^q4 
corrqbprate his ^t^d^.vit ^t the bar of a British 
Court qf Justic(5. Nothing therefore, hut an 
^peUf manlj/9 ungmlifieif .avowal of the author 
of those private instructions will satisfy th^ na* 
tion. I dp not| Mr, SulUvan, miean, or insinu- 
ate any thing contrary to your honor or reputa- 
tion, when I say that the nation knows of your 
connexion with Mr. Fullarton in the East In- 
dies. It is asserted, Sir, that you were tfie chi^ 
cause of }u$ being appointed to the Government 
flr CommissioBcrship ,of the island of Trinidad ; 
liowever, of tli}s I dq B^ot pretend tq he fnUy iij- 
formed* Tha^ you had any hsind i^ ^Vgl^i^sting 
or ip forming that unhappy 3$id iU-fated Cfim- 
jnis^on is very unlikely j fpr giyi^g y w aU ere? 
dit fqr abilities, Under Secretaries ane, i^ general, 
iDot the persons consulted in thos^ ixnpca*t^nt 
measures* However Sir, ^11 tiajese things ^part^ 
not to spin my web 1»o fine, aqd that I may be 
^t onoe understood, I assert, . you baye be^n, 
and were, thie friend of Mr. Fullarton on tb« 
occasion. I do not bbm^ you for thi9» Mr^ 
SuUivan. I Wamje and accuse you, in the j&i» 
of your country, and before that body of mcn» 
the root 4nd ftourcie of whose honor a»d repnr 
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tation you have attempted to undermine and 
destroy for iever, by^ secretly, insidiously, and 
without any just cause, presuming to circulate a 
report, for which you had no right, or legiti- 
mate authority, no honest or honorable pretext 
for circulating or insinuating. This, Mr. Sulli^ 
van, is my charge against you, and you will 
Urow clear yourself before God and your coun- 
try as well as you can. 

« 

That you have Mted upon this declaration^ 
it is almost impossible for me even to know; 
I do not say you have, because I cannot prove 
it. But if you 'have rea% acted upon it, surely 
I am well entitled to sd,y9 ^^ In what language 
V shall I address so black and cowardly a ty- 
** rant.** . I am well entitled to say, and I do 
say to you, Mr. Sullivan, that if you have acted 
upon your declaration to Doctor Lynch, you 
are not only one of the most dangerous men in 
the kingdom, but that you add one to the list 
of the most disgraceful and atrocious qualities in 
the long and black catalogue of human vices, 
I mean, a dark and cowardly malignity ; and if 
you h^ye ^lot acted upon it, even then, Mr. Sul- 
livan, see the sum of your merits : you sou^t to 
ruin a man whom I believe you never saw, and 
who^ I am sure^ never oiffered you a slight or an 
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injury, in thought, word, or deed. Now, Sir,, 
make up your account, and address yourseM; 
not to your fellow man, but to the, just, mer- 
ciful and beneficent Being who sees, and through 
his omniscience permits, these wickednesses; 
ask pardon of that Throne of Justice for an at- 
tempt which, if not nipped in it^ bud, 'will can- 
ker the life root, and eat away the cable that' 
taoors the vessel of confidence to the pier of the 
State. You, Mr. Sullivan, have sown the seed 
of discord, you have. shot the sharp and barbed 
arrow of doubt and distrust, you have un- 
cloaked the stiletto,, and endeavoured to plunge 
it to the heart of one of our bravest and most 
meritorious officers. Under a scorching sun, 
and in the most malignant climate, while every 
honest energy was awaked, a.nd called forth io 
uphold the interest, and maintain the honor of 
the nation, you came behind an officer's back, 
and you smote him, I tell you, Mr. Sullivan, 
you dug a mine, not for yourself alone ; the 
blast was but partial ; Colonel Picton survives it 
Long may he live to snatqh the match from the 
coward hand of every coadjutor in this ini- 
quitous attempt, and to look down with con^ 
tempt upon the base authors of his sufferings. 



J have done my part to Himi hut, Mr, SuU 
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^ IivaD;, fecforc I ejosft let i^ inform you, ^at I 
have not dooe with you. Whilst I h^ve onp 
fuk^ of hpnesl; ^i^bjitipn hef^^ii^g jii my frjw^ie, I 
shall stejijd up foj the Britij^ Avipyi for j|iy P^e- 
tbi^en and Copnpi^iiions in Arms, ^d i^ot iufffsr 
' thi& bon^sl ate&l, the feroHeji down ir&mft thp 
ca^T^worn vjs^ge, of my officer^ tq be sivirpn«e4^ 
he^U wd betrayed by yw, Sir, iir by *iy Vxk- 
4er or Upper Secretary, Tli^ g^*t apd dftngo- 
fpw opportunities wbicb a man h^s m smh » 
situation as you then filled, of doing incalculabte 
mkchi^fy and what is wors^, of effecting this 
miachief without almost tbe possibility of deteo 
tioiv should awaken a well-founded jeatousy, and 
render a rigid scrutiny and ^ev^ere inViertigatioii 
necessary into every act that ha§ the lea^Jt se^x- 
Uanx^ of sinister view, or intention from such » 
quarter. What avails it to the officer that th^ 
Government (properly so called) is just, virtu- 
ous, and .generous ? Of what signification even 
ini the consideration of his august Sovereign and 
Master ? A trap is artfully laid : the plot* is 
formed : the newspapers are plied : paragraph 
succeeds paragraph : quarto .follows quarto : 
every wicked engine is at its dirty work; no 
stop, no pause ; and before any detection or ex- 
position of the infamous conspiracy can take 
place, reputation is in the i^ust; and wheii at 



length the hotir of devdopement does actwaily 

arrive, the worn dowil officer i* prostmte, a 

bankrupt ill fortune as well as character^ and th«!i 

Uittler Secretary remains still a pillar of the state!! 

But, Sir, the English nation has lately proA'^ 

that lio man is too great or too po\verful to escape 

inquisition or inipeachment* It will remain for 

the higher powers to decide whether your con- 

duct in this d€telaratk>il was just, consistent, and 

conformable to the honor of your high situation, 

, Thete is ilot an officer in the service, from the 

lowest Subaltern to the highest upwards, that is 

not deeply And vitally contemefl in this decllrti- 

tion of yours to Dr, Lynch. I therefore, Sir, tell 

you, if it shall be found that you have acted on 

this declaration, Go, Sir, to Mr. Fullarton. Ye 

are fit society for each* other. Work out your 

repentance in sackcloth and ashes. Seek an asy- 

him where ye may indulge in mutual refcrimina* 

tions, and no longer iftfect and poisoft die spring 

and salient fountain of generpus British arddr: 

leave to the nation that adopted ydu both, its 

blessings and inheritance : do not presume to rob' 

it of those magnanitnous quaFities that guard 

^ and adorn it : leave unimpaired, tod for e< e'r 

'■ green^ its confidence and its generosity : take 

back Snth you to your native seats^ the sprigs 

gf this noble tree, and atone for ycmr enoriftities. 
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% planting, watering, and protecting ite infent' 
weakness. Take this honorable charge upon 
yourselves, if you can, and leave for ever a coun- 
try that nourished, fattened, prx)tected and ho-* 
nored you, but the benefits and blessings of 
which you have gratefully returned by an unge* 
nerous, and, I trust, an impotent attempt to 
degrade and disgrace it. 

My task is how finished ; and on reviewing i^ 
I find nothing but of which an officer and a gen- 
tleman may be proud of having done; I there-^ 
fore say, feeling and understanding the force of 
.the words, I havfc done my duty to my friend, 
.to myself^ and to the public. 

The pleasure and satisfaction I feel in having 
done it, are too strong for my own language to 
give full expression* My reader will therefore 
thank me for adopting the words of a man, 
whose forcible eloquence has often beautified the 
clause of truth, 'whose pen was never moved 
but in the catuse of virtue and rehgion,* and 
whose conduct and example in this respect arc 
lessons to the world, and a pattern for succeeding 
ages. He says, "When I am animated by. this. 
^* thought, I look >vith pleasure on my book^ 
** and deliver it to the world with the spirit of a 
" man that has endeavoured well." — '' In this 
^^ work, when it shall be found that much is 




""tikeSyft^^is- petf6rm;^i Arid: tiiat tllitotigh'iix^ 
•♦'Itotfkiras ei^ sfjafeid' adt '6f Vin^rnesi to iU 
'*iAiAi<tr, (a*rd rfjef \«id)ria isf llttlfe tloMous^ trf 
*' iinow' <^h6^cfe pTocteded Hie faultsr of tfiaJlJ 
** wfecll it cortrfemnSi ) ftt it riia;^ gW.ttfy «iuriit 
'* d«ty ttt itifdtm it, that this adidWssf was' Wwt^ 
* tett •*fith nd assistance of the lekAied, wittiou^ 
*• atay IsiioWk^ of the gfiat, ^^ilth6ut it#f 
c^otilSibTttidtf froiMttie genrii^rteti oftbd l6ng rt^^/ 
df'atoy iltecriirtkni or brdfer ; ariiidijt gredt rncoH^ 
tfettietfcir/ and ' do«si<}erabie' obstractioft fi-ottt' 

t^iitbf proper ihkterials. 

t diiJthik ft, however, from itiy- haitdS, ndJ 
lltt:e 'that'gt'ekt iuicf Ib^^^ man; " with frigid 
*^ ttatt^ilfitjf/ having' ItttJe to feiVoi^Hope-ffortf 
^ eeiisUrt'ctrfrfeth jrt-^e;'*' btttxVttft eagei! hapei 
^hf anxious expectatfott, >vilij' fotigirfg «tilici^ 
thtfe, tfeat it )pH!1 become' p6ptifer, tWat^i* wiif 
p^ibtm arid accbmplisJh tiife gfreSe ctfds-fiJf Whicli? 
it was intended, that it will, in the first placfej' 
contribute to rescue from the gripe of private 
malevolence and public obloquy, an eminent, 
meritorious, and accomplished officer; that it 
will tend, in the second place, to place in a just, 
fair, and proper point of view, that most unac- 
countably perverted, distorted, and misunder* 
9toQd subject of Louisa Calderon ; and above all, 
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^ TITLE, 

IN THE YEAR 180L 

Criminal Cause relative totheTheft ofTwoThousarid 
hard Dollars from Pedro Ruiz^ , 

Before the Judge of First Appointment^ or Senior 

Justice. 

Notary, Castro. 

In the Port of Spain, in the windward island of Trinidad, 
on the 2£d day of December, in the year 1801, his Honor j> 
Don Hilario de Begorrat, Common or Ordinary Judge 
by First Appointment thereof declared. That whereas, 
thi 7th day of the present month, between six or seven 
« o'clock in the evening, Pedro Ruiz appeared in the Court of 
the Government, complaining of having that instant been 
robbed of two thousand hard dollars in specie, the lock of 
one of his trunks having been broke opefi; which trunk was 
dep<»sited in the middle room of three apartments^ hdd or 
•ppsaessed by him near the Marine and Government Parade^ 
or square, and having, to effect the same, forced away one ^f 
Jthe planks of the side of the house towards the sea ; in con- 
sequence of which, his Excellency gave orders to secure the 
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persons of Louisa Caldercn^ and her mother M^ Calderon^ 
domestics of the. said Riuz; and also Carlos Gonzales^ and 
Pedro IphPerez^ partner of the said Ruiz; which cause his 
Excellency has transmitted lo his tldoor the Judge^. for the 
adjudication and termination of the same accordingly: he 
pronounced that he ought to give orders^ and did give orders, 
to jH'oceed to the summary examination of the witnesses that 
may be obtained^ also of ^ch persons who may know any 
diing relative to the cause in question^ and especially the 
nearest neighbours to the said tUduHe ; itad when accomplished 
in due and proper form^ the said examinations to be filed^ that 
decision may take place thereon confomaable to justice. 
And whereas^ by virhie hereof^ his Hodtir thus pronounced 
and ordered, he also signed these presents ; all which I^ tb^ 
tinder-written Kofefy, slttiest. 

(Signed) HiL* b« Bsti^bitRAT. 

Before me Francisco de Castro* 

The depositions of thirteen different witnesses follow : — 

Deposition of Theresa Allen^ a free mulatta, next door 

nt^^hbour io Pedro Ruit^ dn oath: 

Jc9^ Rodriguez, on oath. 

Cyprian ViUa Nueva, on oath. 

Josef a Maria, on oath. 

The Negro Topen^ on oath. 

Joseph Afnaud, bii oetth. 

These six witnesses deposed thattkqr saW Carlos Ckmales 
enlor the house of Pedro Ruiz at a^certam hour in the evelH 
im^, itild that he r^taiiBed tbm a ciertaki i^ce^f timt^ «ad 
then went aWay. 



$ 



Deposition of Hewri Birot. 

Immediately afterwards the Judge in this cause^ attended 
by me the Notary, Trent to the house of Honor6 Birot, also 
<#ith Ihe roXzvftt^, the sieiid ]^ot being bed-ridden with the 
palsy ; t^ wlioin kis Honor; by the means of the said inteiv 
jpfbtbr^ and in the presence of me the Notary, administered 
ike oath on God iour Lard, and on a sign of the Cross, and 
,tfaaieoili he ipvcoaiteed to depose the truth to the beDt of brs 
ftaibwiedge, With liespeotto whatever he might be interrogated*; 
«Bd accordingly, tm hia being questioned relative to the tmor 
^ the aforegoing aot, the citations, and the other dncum- 
slilnces, he deposed^ that on the 7th day of the present nfionlth, 
Iwing about the time of e^vening prayer^ the deponent heard 
-tfaepai^iage door of )Ae)hou9e of Pedt^ Sjaivt being opened-; 
tod at ahiout a quarter of aii hour lySterwattls he heard blowsl, 
•as of the breaking opi^ki « trunk, and that a short tine, Jb lUte 
jnaliner, he heaird the iron bolt drawn ; that ^ ttie day Idl- 
iawHog he was acquainted, by Hilario Amaud, that Cbrkb 
•GokiialeB was ia custody for the said robbery ; and that this is 
all he knows, being fot1y«eight years old ; and the same was 
read ov^ to hiiii; when he deposed that the same was truly 
expressed ; and he did not sign this deposition, not knowing 
Imw^o write : the ^ame was signed Sy hts Honor, and by the 
juierpneter ; which I attest. 

("Signed) BbooHbat, 
Before me Fban ciaco ]>£ Castro. 

Cablos T&LLINEAN, Interpreter* 

jPe|M3isition of Ne^, on oath. 

Ja^r Diaz., on oath. 
Antonio Josef o, a free mulatta, on oath* 
Don Francisco Salazar, on oath. 
Ifegro, Pedro, on oath. 
Pedro Josef Ptrex (Paflnier in business mth 
Pedro RuiZj) interrogated on oath. 
f a 8 
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These six witnesses also deposed to neaWy the same cir- 

cumstances as tiie six former, . ' 

-. • • -• 

- • / . r •- « 

Deposition of Louisa Calderon. 

c At the Port of Spain^ on the 22d day of the same month 
-and year^ his Honor^ the Judge. of FitstJlppoibtment^ prof 
'eeeded to the. prison wherdu Louisa Caideron^ a free rnxdattaj, 
.was. confined; for the purpose of taking ber deposition; t6 
Miiom the said Judge> in the presence of me the Notasy^ 
administered the oath in due form^ on God our.Lord^ ando^ 
-a sign. 6f the Cross ; and thereon she promised to depose tfae 
4nitk to the best of her. knowledge,. to .wbajl^ver she might be 
interrogated ; and accordingly, being i|t]testioned respe<^tingdie 
jpontents of the aforegoing act^ and the mother circumstances 
-tliat had occurred, wjith the intent lo ascertain die truth rehr 
,ti»et6 the cause m question; SHE FULLY DENIED 
KNOWING WHO. WERE THE PERPETMJr 
•TORS OF THE P^OBBERY: in. mtmqjamoe thereof, 
dbis Honor ordered this deposition to be su^ended till a more 
convenient op()ortunity; and he signed hereto; which I aj^tesl. 

(Signed) Begoebat. . . : 

f Bkforeme Francisco.de Castro. : 

;> Iq; GODsequence of the strong suspicions *, his.Houpr eo^ 
tertains of themulatta Louisa Calderon,' a domestic of Pedco 
Ruiz, concealing the truth reJ«U^ive to. the aforesaid robbery 
expc^qed in.^ese proceedings; and hi^ Honor being per« 
suaded that she will discover the] truth of the matter by means 
of a slight torment being inflicted on the said Calderon : And 
whereas his Honor is not invested with powfer to eicecutc ttte 
same, his Excellency the Governor arid Captain-General of 
this island must be made acquainted hereof, with the summary 



; * These suspicions are detailed at full length at pages 70, 71, and 72, 
of the Address ; which vide. 
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of tMs process^ by viriue of this docitment^ to the infent that 
fab Excellency may determine as may appear to him justic^^ 
the usual and requisite forms for that purpose to be adopted 
. and observed by the Notary in this cause : and in pursuance 
hereof, his Honor thus decreed and ordered ; and he signed 
hereto:; virhich I^ the underwritten Nqtary^ attest this day, the 
£2d of the aforesaid month and year. , 

(Signed) Begorrat. 
Before me Francisco be Castro. 

Whereupon I, the said Notary, proceeded to the tribunal 
of the said Governor and Captain- General of this island, ajad 
the usual forms having been observed, 1. made known to hi^ 
Excellency the aforegoing act, as also the sununary in con- 
formity as decreed ; which I attest. 

(Signed) Castro. 

Apply the torture to Louisa Calderon. 

(Signed) Th. Picton. 

. His Excellency the Governor and Captain-General of this 
island' of Trinidad thus ordered ; and he signed the same on 
the 2Sd day of December, 1801. 

Before me Fran^* de Castro. 

Transmitted these proceedings to the Court of his Honor 
the Judge of First Appointment. 

(Signed) Castro. 

At the Port of Spain, in the windward islands of Trinidad, 
OB die 23d da;y of December, 1801, his Honor the Ordinary 
Judge of First Appointment having seen this act of the 
cause in question, together with the order given by his ExceU 
lency the Governor and Captain«General of this island, by 
Vrhich he directs a slight torment to be inflicted, for the pur- 



{)oa» of imestigadaip tbe tmdi rekdm td As i^Ubtt^:; 
l^e accordingly has decr^d^ aod hereby orderly Ikst Un^ sama 
i^aU be carried into execution in this sanie day> to obviate 
fitrther delays that may prejuMfice this canie : at the same 
time his Honor oho^rved^ that whereas the said l^onaa 
C^der^on did not appear to be twenty-five years o|ii^ 
his Honor therefore reserves his inten^n of nominabflK 
for her a guardian or advocate* His Uonof thus pronounced 
and ordered^ and signed hereto ; which I attest* 

(Signed) Begorrat. 
' Before woe Fbancisco i>£ Castiio. 

Whereupon I^ the Notary^ in' the presence of the said 
Ju^Cj, attending at the public prison^ and in a room thereof^ 
I made known the aforegoing order for the picket to I^ouisa 
Csdderon ; who being made acquainted w ith the contents 
thereof^ she said she did not know who had committed the 
robbery on Pedro tiuiz \ and she eonfirmed what d)f had 
before attested ; which I attest Castro. 

The act of picketing follows :— 

When she confess^,, ttmt Carlos GopialeS) with wbpni 
she once only had a carnal <:aPQe^nj notwithstanding tb^ 
intimfioy with Pedrn Ruiz ; th(it it zpa4 he that had 
stolen the money from tlie said Ruiz ; and this she knows 
from having been an ^e^^itmss thereof; wbea she 

came a second time to th^ house of |he si|id PedlQ 

^^ ^ 

Ruiz^ opeped the door with the k^y sli^ had, she lighted a 
candle, and having heard blows as if breaking open a trunk, 
Aa retired further ba^k# put out the light, locked Ib^ dpor, 
pnd coaee^^ herself iq the parsage close 1bo where Qir)Q9 
]^d moved the said trunk ; V!)hem she alsp sam while he wa% 
taking out the sun4ry bags in which the money wasconiaimdp 
0nd whkh ke carried off; that di0 docs not know where tba 
sfud Cvl^i h«td .deposited aaid «ao^ ; that he has oot psem 



9Xky portiou thereof tober^ neither did CVles ever propose to 
her the said robbery ; and on being remaikkdj and que8tione4 
irom what motive^ when she s^w Gur)o^ cowmitt^ the rob-r 
bery^ she did not cry out^ nor lodge an informatiQi;! to ^ 
inagi3tnite> she answered^ that $he did not know what she was 
to do, &c« 8lc. 

Sie^nd JExamnatiotti 

\^ whiob Ae Ju^^eaired ber to (techure WHETHEH SHB 
HAD KOT BEEN AN ACCESSARY with Carlos Gon-i 
zales . IB eonunitdug the said robbery ; and also to confess 
where the said money was deposited ; she declared that she 
paver had cominunicated^ in any way wh«itever, with the said 
CarloA eonceraing the commission of the said robbery ; neithef 
did she ksow where the said money >vas deposited : whereupon 
the said Judge admonished her to relate the trcidi ; for should 
she not do it^ she .should be again placed op the picket. 

The second act of picketing follows : when his Honor 
perceiving that sHe was about to faint^ he ordered the officers 
to loosen her^ and to release her fropii die picket^ &c. &c. 

(Signed) Bb«obbat. 
Before me FBANcisqo ns Castro. 

Then follow^ the particulars of the confrontation of 
Louisa Calderon with Carlos Gonzales^ and both sworn: 
when lAuisa repeated to Carlos that he was the persk>i| 
who had stolen the money from Pedro Ruiz^ by breaking open 
the trunks and carrying it off; and which the said Carlos 
knew was in the trunk that he broke open^ from going one 
night to change some money with Pedro for small silver, 
i|nd which accordii^ly Pedro changed for him^ Carlos being 
present wh§n he^ the said Pedro, opened the trunk; to 
which Carlos replied, that the same in^as false testimony^ 
ice. &c. 

(Signed) Francisco br Castro* 
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Then follows an attestation of the Notary De Castro^ that 
4he hoases of Carlos and Pedro Ruiz were both searched by 
bis Honor the Judge^ attended by Louisa and the officers of 
justice^ &c. 

(Signed) De Castro. 

^ And another attestation^ stating^ that Carlojs had ackrumh 
ledgedy in the foregoing interview, <that he had carnal knoTSh 
ledge of Louisa, though he had formerly denied it an oatk, 
&€• &c. 8cc. 

(Signed) De Castko. 

. Then follows a petition from Don Pedro Joseph Perez, 
partner of Pedro Ruiz, to the Governor^ who had been con- 
fined on suspicion^ stating^ that he was innocent of any share 
in the robbery^ and offers bail to be enlarged ; and the decree 
of the Governor, which releases him on finding bail. 
December 26th, 1801. 

I have now extracted, from a copy of the process tnms* 
mitted by the Court holden at the Council Chamber, in 
Port of Spain, (present his Excellency the lieutisnant 
Governor^) die heads of the legal measures pursued by 
the Governor^ the Magistrate M. Begorrat, the Escrivano 
Notary . De Castro, towards Louisa Calderon, from the 
period of the robbery, on the 7th day of December, to the 
conclusion of her punishment ; and the date of the petition 
of Pedro Ruiz's partner, praying to be liberated from gaol, 
on the -^dth of said month. 

I shall now state the heads of the cruel processes which 
were carried on agaitist the parties from this date to the day 
of the conclusion of the whole of the proceedings, on the 8tk 
of November^ 1802. The only object I have in view in this 
enumeration is, to prove that the reports of Louisa Calderon's 
beiiig wantonly, unnecessarily, and cruelly Retained in prison^ 



tK false and scandalous^ and, as I have expressed myself at 
(Nige 6*8 of this Address, " to determine with satisfactitm 
^* another point which has been triumpkant/y pressed npom 
** ab a substantialproofofthe tyranny and oppression shewm 
*' by Colonel Pittm to this unhappy culprit.^* 

I find, that in this stage of the proceedings, the period of 
Ae duty of Alcalde of the First Election bad expired ; and 
diat the gentleman who succeeded Don Hilario Begorrat in 
this office was Don Josef Francisco Farfan, whose first act 
in this business was, an order for an attachment to be laid on 
the efiects of the thief, Carlos Gonzales, and for placing die 
same in deposit in the custody of a person whom he ap- 
pointed a depositary for the purpose ; his wife, and another 
person named in the process, were dwom to deliver a iaithful 
account of his effects, and to be at all times forthcomii^ at 
the orders of the Judge. 

January S, 1802. 

The Judge proceeds to take the depositions of different 

witnesses, as to the character and conduct of Carlos Gon* 

zales. 

January 15, 1802. 

Depositions of Juan de la Rosa, Julian Fanabria, and 
Martin Gabriel, all arraign the character of Carlos Gon- 
zales. 

Examination of Gonzales. 

February 11, 1802. 

Deposition of Nicholas Yriarrte to impeach the character 
of Gonzales. 

Examination of Gonzales and Louito Calderon, face to 
face; in which she tells him positively that she saw him break 
the trunks and take the money : and he denies every thing. 

Carlos Gonzales petitions to be released from prison, on 
finding compet^t security. 
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The J[|dg€ orders Qotzides and X^oui^a CMderoQ fp lit 
Voif^ before h^mj, ae^ tai^ea to t^ie howie of Pedro I(tw) 
Ills tlcmor attending jto iiup^ct tho pUip^ a^iKlely wli?i« tho 
9^^bbef J was eommitlied. 

The Judge v}si^ the prison^ and prdew w ad<^titii|i pair 
ff troHs on Gpasales and Louissi. 

CasrWs wife petition dmt a ph]F9ici9B m»y he a^ lo her 
hiaahfiBdoa aecount of sickness which he had contracted fmii 
keing so long in prison; thk troi on tha I7th dojf ef 
Februanf ; and to order his release if hi^ had health is oertk 

fied. 

February 16, )808. 

Dr. Williapas visits hun^ and decbures on oa^^that Carlos 
has^a slight indisposition^ which prooeeda^ in his opipion^ nrore 
fkom the uneasiness of his siind> by rea^^ of hia confinement* 
than any infirmity of body. 

Louisa is ordered to name her guardian^ or advocate^ 
lieing a minor or \iot twenty-five years of age^ to conduct her 
defence^ ojr in default thereof one will be appointed for h^r ; 
and after this is done> she must confirm all thereto pid dopor 
sitions hitherto made by her. On the notification of this 
to her die says^ that she applied to four different personSj who 
refused. 

His Honor appoints Don Juan Bermudez as advocate and 
defender of Louisa. 

Petition from Pedro Kuiz^ praying that the depositions 
of certain persons named^ may be taken relative to the rob*> 
bery. 

' Kotice of cause being suspended till the 8th pf March^ on 
account of the absence of the advocate Don Jiisoi Bermudea^ 
who had been in another quarter of the island. 

March 9, 1802^ three Months from the first Day of 

Jmpvisonvient. 

Don Bermudez is sworn to def?lMl hW .mi||<Hr Lqnisfr 



yenM pursue the advice and cQunael «f peraoos of knowlcd^, 
conscience, and experience, who may poinl out tokkii,t]i» 
best means to defend his minor ; and if, through any neglect 
OB his side, there should result any damage or prejudice to 
hb said wnor> he skaD make good the same with his person 
apd effects both present and fiiture ; and he thus bound hiai^ 
self; and he became liable to be fined to the utmost rigor of 
the laws, rights, and privileges, that otherwise might operate 
in his &vor. 

The Judge, upon his oath, confers the charge of advocate 
upon Don Bemradez, and gives him full powers to act as such* 
-— Decrees that charge and intimation be given to Carlos and 
Louisa, and a copy, that they may defend themselves as they 
can within twenty common days.— ^ With various other orders 
hk witnesses, depositions, 8&c. &a &c. 

Jpril I, 1802. 

Don Pedro Josef Perez, a witness, cited, and confirms his 
former deposition on oath. 

Don Francisco de Salazar, Juan de la Rosa, C^riah 
YiHa de Nueva, and Theresa Allen, cited, and confirm their 
several former depositions -on oath. 

Jpril 3, 1802. 

The Negro Topen cited, confirms his former deposition on 

oath. 

Jpril 5, 1802. 

The Negro Pedro cited, (slave of Pedro Ruiz,) confirms 
-kis former deposition on oath. 

Jpril 6, 1802. 

Josef Rodiguez citedji confirms his former deposition on 
oath. 
Juaim Tidavera, wife of Carlos, petitions that 200 dollars 
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v6sty he granted her^ oiit of the property of her bu^nd pnlT 
^4er «ttachinent^ in order to support herself and family^ 

being in great distress. j 

■ » 

jipril 11, 1802 (supposed 7.) 

. Jodge decrees 150 dollars to be given to ber out of that 
property, she giving her receipt for it* 

Jpril 8, 180e. 

Josefa Maria cited, confirms on oath her former deposi-^ 
toon. 

Honore Verat cited^ confirms h^r former deposition. . 

Honore Verat ajgain cited, and deposes on oath, that as to 
the depositions of Josef Arnajud> a witness who wa& cited on 
this occasion at a fprmer time, and who is now absent, and 
which he is now made acquainted with, that the said Arnaud 
is a good Christian, and a man of good character ; and he, 
the witness, vouches for him> and believes and considers 
as true the whole contents of his aforesaid Reposition. . 

Caspar Dias cited, and confirms qti\ Qath his former deposi-^ 
tipn. 

Nely, a negro wonian, cited, and confirms her former de^ 
position on oath.> 

Antonio Josef, a free mulattp, cit^, and cpnfirn^ Ips 
former deposition on oath. 

jipril 9. 

Julian Sanabria cited^ and confirms on oath his former der 
position. 

Martin Gabriel cited, and confirms on oath his former de^ 
position. 

Nicolas Yriarrte cited, and confirms his former deposition 

on oath. 

AprU^Xy 1802. 

Don Juan Antonio Cypriani cited, ; wd states, that he had 
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heard it said by Don Lorenzo Placet, that he suspected 
having been- robbed of 'suntiry goods by Carlos GomaieB, 
who lived cont^ous to his warehouse. 

Don Antonio Sertin cited^ and swears^ that he does noi 
vecoUect. nor can he assort, that Don Lorenzo Placet ever 
oittered these expressions. 

»' A • * • ' ♦ * 

May 19- 

{.. Then conies the Plea or Drfence of Lomsa.Culderon by 
Don. Jtuin BemtudaSy her Advocate^ and Guojrdimi^ 
^Bermudas cites Elizonda in her defence^ also ^^ ^cckfi^ 
^dical Courts or Code of , Laws;" acknowledges she wg^ 
fourteen years of age ; . (this spys that Iioiiisa has been conh 
fined for six months, \s(VLt it has no date ;) and says^ he has no 
ocular witnesses to produce for greater justification ; and 
/efera entirely to what he has mentioned in^ hi$ defence of 

her. . ; 

> . '• • ' , ' 

Don Diego Antonio de Alcala^ Carlos's attorney, appeal? 

in Court, and requests that his Honor will order the pidblici^ 

,tion of the evidence, and that declaration may be legally n^ade 

^f the proceedings to the parties, in order to allege dieir 

defence. 

The Judge decreed this. 

June 1. . 

Don Juan Bermudas declares, that he rest^ his defence on 
the memorial already delivered by him. 

June 16. 

Don Pedro Ruiz appears, ^nd says, that he has no further 
evidence to bring forward in his cause; and supplicate^ 
the Judge to pronounce sentence with the general con^* 
sent of the parties ; publication is to be made of the evi- 
dence brought forward by them respectively, and regular 
delivery of the proeess must be made, in order that they may 



Dd6 Jfistn Beh8Hida3> the AdlVocate ^f LotiiM CiM&rMi« 
appears in his Honoris Courts and de€hrt*ei "HkA he has bothhi^ 
fiirther to allege on the behalf of bis client^ and refers to her 
memorial for every thing. 

' ThM cotfie evi^nces oh behalf ofOarios Gofiz^Ies; and 
ittlerrogatories lire stated whereon- to igronnd the ^d^i^ce 
Ibattght fo^ardon the behalf of Carios Gonzalez; thirteen 
4|ire8fi0B8 are pot to these witnesses(^ vybi<^h are stated at 
liiigth> and aigkied by the wife of Cai'los Oonza^es^ 

JtJANA TAtAVtftA. 

S^iresentation xm eadh of the interr6gatQi<ies befom 'this 
Judge Blacky by Carlos Gonzales; and signed by his wife^ 
J«ima Talavera^ praying that the examinations of witnesses 
may be Uk&a, and ttiat Ruiz may be obliged to swear Whether 
Iriftdid notcoiueto Carlos^ some two or three months previous 
%& ihe rol)i>ety^ to borrow 300 dollars^ saying that he was 
very poor^ and other requests^ as to be set at liberty on giving 
bail^ &c. 

Decree of the Alcalde (Farfan) on part of this petition* 

Reference of notice of another part to Pedro Ruiz. 

Eicamiiiations of P^dro Rniz oh the aforesaid. 

June 26. 

Examination of witnesses in (avor of Carlos Gonzales. 

I^on Lucas Macely^epliels 6n oath to all the thirteen ipter- 
Irogatories^ put separately aUd distinctly. 

Juan Domingo Antonio replies on oath to tile thirteen in* 
teftogatoiies^ sepairately and distinctly. 

Don Jodef Barthelier replies on oath to the thirteen interro- 
)gatori^ as above. 
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Raphael Mates deposes on (lath to tbirteen interrogatories 

as above. 

June 127. 

» 

Juan Santrago Jacome deposes on oath to the diirteen^in* 
lerrogatories as above. 

Bartholoman Garcia deposes oa oath to the diirteen inter- 
ffogitbries as above. 

Oon Geronimo Bermazas deposes on oath to the thiDleM 
interrogatories. 

•fnuBcisoo AnloiHO d^|>oses a^ abbve. 

A power of aHomeyfrooiGEUJos addhiswife to.the Atlol- 
msy and Escrivano 16 act for dieoi iii eveiy thing veiatinfiia 

ibis cataso. 

June 28. . . 

Don IMego de Akala presents a -pet^ioa^ re^nestisg Iba 
Jttdge to extend the tinie of twen^ days oafore, to a^ifabkfate 
-taprodnee die evidence. 

The Ju^ grants or decrees twelve eanrent ds^ «noff«|^ 
with positive denial of any further exteiHon. . ; 

(Signed) Black. 

A meniorial of Diego Antonio de Alcala toodi for other 
i|p«rsons on cartun matters rekling ta said proo6» 
Granted and decreed by the Judge. 

June 39. 

X>epota^n of FTancisco Febles as to the tenor and terms 

of said memorial. 

Maria Calderon deposes as to said memorial. 
Benancia^ a mulatto^ deposes to ssud memorial. 
Catalena Viga deposes on oath to Said memorials 
Concepcion Caledonia deposres ou oath tosaid^piainoriaL 
Louisa C^eron deposes on oath to the said memorial. , 
Pedro Josef Perez deposed to the contents of 

niorial. 
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* ifune 30. 

IKego Antonio de Alcala presents a memorial to getlear^ 
to reply to tbe evidence^ by calling more witnesses* 
Granted by the Judge Farfan. 

'4 
J 

July . 

Domingo Rodriguez deposes as' to die daid memorial om 

oath. / 

July 4 Sad. 

Don Diego Antonio de Alcala^ Carlos sattomeyj memo* 
lids the Judge that the merits of this case being ndad^. up 
and prepared for definitive sentence^ bis Hmior ought, to 
declare the accusation of Pedro Ruiz to be unfoanded arid 
malicious; and that he ought to ' declare him an impostor, 
•and condemn him ih pains and penalties^ of the taw. 
He declares his client innocent^ and goes into an examina- 
tion of the witnesses : he urges a variety of ingenious aigilU 
atents to prove that the robbery was merely fictitious, and 
requests his Honor to decree as above. 

July 6, 1802. 

The Judge orders that the said cause miist be ti^ns- 
mitted to the Governor by the Notary with aU due forn^ 
usual and customary. . 

Farfan. 
July 18. 

Don Diego Antonio' de Alcala^ by a memoFial^ solicits 
the appearance of Domingo Rodriguez^ and of Pedro P&cex, 
to declare some evidencte particularised. * ^ 

. Decreed by the Judge. 

There being first duly observed the usual forms and solem** 
nities^ I delivered into the hands of his Excellency the 
Governor those proceedings, in pursuance of the decree; 
which I attest. 

F 

Castro. 
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Governor's Decrbe^ August 3^ 
t)u^ considered and examined these proceedings^ it if 
hereby declared^ that the robbery was committed by Carlos. 
Gonzal^s^ according to the ' evidence^ and odier circum- 
stances expressed in the cause ; and in cdnsequence thereof, 
inclining to equity and marcy^ he is hereby conden^ned 
to ")>ert)etUal banishment from this island^ to ^ fine of 
180b dollars^ to pay all the costs of this process^ and to 
labor on the public works till the terni of this his sentence 
ahall be fulfilled; which said fine shall be applied to indemi- 
nify the said Pedro Ruiz^ and' the mulatta Louisa Calderon 
shall be set at liberty^ aiid considei^ed to have expiated the 
offenc« by the loflg imprisonment she has suffered. 

(Signed) Thos- P1<5tok* 

Tliien f6llowd ia* taxation of costs* 

Carlos^ Gonzales petitions the Governor to remove to"^ bis 
own d\velling-house ; wherein he promises that his con- 
finement shall 4>e as strictly observed as if he were in prison, 
luntil the moment of his departure from the island^ and for an 
Authentic copy of the acts. He offers also the legal security 
^or ^lose confinement^ and proposes a bondsman. 

The Governor decrees that the decree must be 'put in 
force. 

(Signed) , T. Picton. 

August 5> 1802* 

Carloa (jlon^ales petitions the Governor^ that if there is 
enough of money in the depositary's hands to pay the fine and 
costs> that he may be set at liberty to depart the island with all 
possible dispatch. 

Governor decrees^ the High Constable shall conduct him 
to the beach^ or qUay^ when his embarkation takes place> {0t 
liim to pursuje his destination; 

TH.PlCTOJf^v 
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^ GanttMSlH^h^^it^ to the' matster 'of a l^jg, and ft teciipt 
passecl'ft>i»hHn< ^ ^ 

may give an^accoHnt of aH Aeremaming effects in his bands^ 

' '' 

As. re^ue&ted, . . .. , . . Xh- PiCTQN. 

. Other petition and requests -follow from Cailos'^ wife tQ 
the GoT^rupr \ which are gjoianted. 

iPietryy the dq>ositarj^ in settling all the accomjts which 
are put for^ at full leii^h in the proce^s^ p«tition9i/on paying 
in the balaoce, to be exonerated and released from all respon- 
sibility. 

Granted. f ftOMAs PitTON, 

• < 

Caflds'g wife petition* the Governor against the chsfrges oT 
Tepairing the boat agsunst Pietry. - 

•. . Xhi^i* HiOnotB the Judg^ to decide ilicl^w. - , . 

" ' ' ' Septemter is, 1802. 

Don Rfdro Ruiz petitions i^e Governor that the money 
awarded him should' be paid immediately, as then in great ^ 
distress. • .' , . ":. 

Ais requested. ■ i : : 'f , pfcrbic. 

. • 1 : ; • •• - •■',■, ■ ;" ••.'•• 

Pedro petitions the orcfmary Judge that he ^houkbbe paiii 

\ 'Fhe-ilildge decrees thai Ahe decree of tile G€»v«mor ttiult 

be enforced, and the money paid wilbia lfe*#e <fe^fi> ii^der paifit 
u£'«*cfclltiinv2/i' 
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Pedro again petitions t^e Governor that sentence and 
Judgment may *be pronounced against Pietry, unless he im- . 
mediately pay the amountl(if bis^qlaim. 



V «^ 
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A^ jregMiested. 

September '9,9'!' *' ' • ^' '"' 

, Don Miguel Pietry pet?tiQns the Jfudge to dk^^ct tfi^t Car- 
los s property may be put up to Auction^ and S9ld to the high- 
est bidder ; and should the effects be not sufficient to discharge 

^th^s 4eht# he will make good the deficiency. v '" ^ t 

/ - ' . » 

-As requested. ' ' ' J. BLAck, 

• ■ •. • ' October 64* ': J. :• : V- - * ' 

' Ston 'Miguel Pietry af^ieais in Cacat^ and pays ito.Pediio 

Rule l^dOQ Jmrd 4J^ars. ' 

Bedro «ekiiovrledg^s Uaiself paad to his'isatiBfaotion* 
'Carlo^'s ^ife petitions the Judge on account of soinejoth^r 

daims ^e> has ; which ar-e directed ti> be ii»?estigated by wi(- 

. • 'iHie estftmin^tian detailed* ^ 

November 9, 1808, 
Judge's decree on this |K>iitt* 

Some other uminportant petitions and decrees follow:, 
the last is dated NOVEMBER 18, ,1802. 

JpHN Black. 

AND IIJUS THE PROCESS CLOSES, AFTER 
AN ^ESTIGATtON OF ONE YEAR ALL TO 
EIGHTEEN DAYS. 
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No. IL 

"liistructiotii* to our Trusty and WcU-Bcloved ITiomas i*ie- 
ton^ Esquire^ our. Governor and Commander in Chief 
in and oyer our Island of Trinidad. Givfen at our Court 
at' Saint ^ames's> the first day of/Jiinej 1801^ in the 
forty-first Year of our Reign. 

I. WITH theie our Instructions^ you will receive our 
Comttiission^ under our Great Seal of our United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland^ constituting you our Gover- 
nor, and Commander in Chief, in and over our island of 
uTrinidad. In llie e^eeculion therefore of out said commis- 

' sion, you are to take upon you the administration of tbe 
government of: the said island, and to do and execute all 

ittainga belonging to your command, according to the several 
.p^wej^s and authorities Of our said commission, under our 
Great Beal of our United Kipgdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, and of these- our instructions to you, and according 
to such further powers and instructions as you shall at any 
time ' hereafter receive under our signet and sign manual, or 
by our order in our Privy Council. 

II. And you are, as soon as convenient, to choose from 
amongst the proprietors of the said island a Council, consist- 
ing of not more than five, nor less than three persons, who 

* may be able to assist you in all the details of administration 
and police within your said government. • And you are hereby 
required to consult and advise with the said council ; and ia 
cases of importance, and where you shall Judge that our in- 
terests may require it, you are hereby authorized to act con- 
trary to their opinion, calling ^pon them, in such cases to 

* Many parts of these instructions being unnecessary to any purposefl 
of my address^ I have inserted only all such parts as have a^y relevance. 



Btsiit their opliuoas in wrjtiag^ vnth theii^ reaspns for tb^t 
a^me ; ^nd ou are to transmit to me, through one of ouf / 
principal Secretf^ries of State^ the opiniops of your said, 
Council^ together with ypur owi) opinion^ and your and their 
f09sotm on every such occasion^ for our information ; and you 
are further authorized from time to time to remove theinemr 
bers of your said Counci)^ or ^py pf them ^o fq be chosen 
hy you as aforesaid^ in ci)se you sh^U $nd it necessary for^ 
oiir interests^ and the public service of ^he island^ and to, 
c:hoose ptliers in their room> taking care nevertheless to as?, 
sign and transmit your reason^ for so doings by the pext im-** 
Qiecji^te opportunity^ to one pf our principal Secretaries of 
State for our information, 

y. It is our will and pleasure^ that for ihe present^ th« 
temporary administration of the island should^ jiS NEJll^ 
LY AS CIRCUMSTANCES WILL PERMIT, be 
exercised by you according to the terms of the capitulation 
hereunto ^nn(3xed^ in conformity to the anf^iept laws and ip-* 
Ctitutions that sub$i$tt,'d within the same^ previous to th^ sur- 
render of the said islanfl to us^ subject . tp such directions as 
you shall now^ 'or hereafter^ receive from us^ under our signet 
or sign manual, or by our order in our Privy Qouncil^ or to 
such sudden and unforeseen emergencies as ma if render a, 
departure therefrofi} absolutely necessary and unavoidable, 
4nd vvhich you arp immediately to represent to one of our 
piincipt^l Secretaries of State^ fof our information : But it ia( 
nevertheless puf special ^omniandj that ^U the poxyers of tlie 
executive Govei*nnient within the said islpndj* as well civil a^ 
military, shaV be vested splejy in you, our Governor j, or ip 
the person having the government of the said island for the 
lime being, an(} that such pollers as zcere heretofore exercUed 
hy any person or persojis separately, or i^ conjunction with 
the Governor of the said island, shall belong solely to yoi^ 
eur G^ernor, or to the person having the government of 
the ,said island for the time being. And it is our will au4 
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^easiire &at all ducfi fmbtic act^ ^d jildtcial j^roceediiSgii,* 
vrhich before the surreikfer of the said island to us^ were m 
the name of His Catholic Majesty, shall henceforth be done^ 
issued^ and perf6rined^ in our naii^, ^ 

Vn. It is our wili and pleasure, thaffor the preset, aHd 
until our further pleasure shall be signified therein, tke sam6 
courts of judicature y iiohich mbsigfed in the said island pre^ 
pious to the surrender thereof to us, shrill, for the pfes^tyb« 
dontinued in the exer&ise of all thejtidimalpdwers belonging 
to them, in aU criknindl and civil easfs^, and that they shall 
proceed according to the laws hy which the said island pas 
then governed, and tkfit such judicial powers, as, previous to 
4he surrender of the said island to us, n^e/e exercised by the 
Spanish Governor, shall be exercised by yovL our Governor, 
in like manner as the safne were exercised previous to the suf^ 
render of the said island. 

XL And whereas you will receive from our Commissions 
Crs for executing the office of High Adi^iral of Great Bri-? 
tain, a commission, constituting you Vice Admiral of the" 
Said island, you are required and directed carefully to put 
into execution the several powers thereby granted to you. 

Xil* You are hereby particularly authorized and required^ 
for the bett& security of the said island, and for the maihte^ 
nance of good order within the same, to raise such troops 
therein, tmd to call out and embody jiuch companies or 
corps of militia, as you shall judge necessary for that purpose. 
With the same view of maintaining order and good govern-^ 
^ ment, you are also authorized to disarm such of the inha^ 
bitants of the said island as are not employed in any miK-^ 
fary capacity, or have not your licerice for keeping their 
arms, and during ^the present war, to. remove from the said 
island such persons as you shall see cause to suspect of ad-- 
Bering to our enemies, and the continuance of whose residence 
in the said island may be found to be dangerous to th^ peace 
find security thereof 
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No. III. 

■# . ... 

• < 

JSiate f^the Colony at the time of ike* captw^f by Sdr R* 
Abertromby, K. J8^ as taken from the depomiion^ on 
Odthf of the following Gentlemen , b^ore tkeOittrti ai 
Port of Spain. 

' Present, - . - 

His Excellency the lieutenant. Gowertior. 

Fincent Patrice^ Esq. on Oath. 

' Q. How long have yo«r been Fet^dent in the islandP-^A* 

Eighteen jears^ during fourteen of which 1 have beeo emr 

ployed in the service of Government.. 

Q. What was the state of the colony at die period of i^ 
icapture? — A. When Captain Vaughan^ of the Alarm frigati 
came here, the people broke open the magazine of arma^ 
and armed themselves contrary to the orders of govermnenl, 
for many days, and when tranquility was re-established, a 
large quantity of these arms remained in the possession-of 
the people of color; that their whole race was in a state of 
insubordination when the colony was captured. 

Chevalier de Games. 
' Q. How loi^ have you been resident itt l&e colony? — A. 
Since the year 1793. When I arrived in the. colony there 
were a number of bad subjects in it, and it was threatened 
with a general subver»on of good order. 

Lazare Achard, Esq. 
Q. How long have you been resident in this, colony ?'—A» 
JSighteen years. 

Q. Did yott know B. General Picton,^ and what was his 
general character as Governor of this island? — A., I knew B. 
General Picton as a just man, and of integrity, and sb$A al- 
ways owe him an eternal gratitude, for hating preserved my 
life and fortune by his oqurage, activity, and abilities, in 
times when we were threatened zcitkjke, and the vMkvoltme 
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^tht negroes, and pther vagabonds, who onbf waited for m 
favorahh moment to cut our throats. 
The Honorable John Nihell, Esq, Member of His Mqfes* 

t^s^ Council, and Judge of the Court of Consutado, ifcc. 
' Q, How long have you resided in this colony?-— A. Be- 
tween nineteen and twenty years. 

Q. What -was the situation^ political and tivU> pf thiai 
islandj previous to ^d^e conquest of it? — ^A.' For several 
months^ and even years^ immediately preceding thib conquestj^ 
the English^ andother good people of the colony^ considered 
diemselves in constant danger of assassination^ of being guil-* 
lotined. 

Q. Was not yourself shot at> and nearly murdered in th^ 
sireet?—- A. I certainly was, on the 18tli of May, 179.6, in 
company of several respectable inhabitants, while in the 
actual exercise of ms^sterial duties, I being tbc^n Alcalde of 
ihe second election* A negro was mortally shot near me^ 
another was wounded, aiid a relation of n)ine> vyhQ.9tood 
close to me, received a ball in the skirts of his coat, 

Q. Were the perpetrators of these outrages aj^rehended 
and punishcd.ty the Spanish Government? — ^A. They cer- 
taiffly were not; but this proc^ded from their immense nnmr- 
hers in the mhny, and the trifling force which th^ govern* 
ment had for its protection. 

Q. Jbo you mean to say then that there existed in this cor 
lony a considerable faction which overawed it? — A. I cer^- 
tainly mean to say so, and th^t faction was so very considei- 
able, and so powerful, that Mr. Ch^cqn, softer the island 
was taken, of^n assured me that peace and quietness couI4 
not be presepred in the colony with ji garrisop of fewer men 
than 3000 regulsu- British troops, Coloi^el ?ictQ«i'H effective 
force at that time was 498* 

Q. Were not the French very numerous, and the then rer 
votutionary, pripciples of France very strong among all CO« 
Iprs and classes hk the colony/— A. Most certi^ii^Iyt 
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•vQ. IKdnot B. Crenend PictoD preseirve pf dei: and tnoi-i 
ijfiulity in the colony^ after the capture |^ — A. tit certainly 
flid. 

Q. To what do you . ascrijtfe U?--rrA. To ^ firmness of 
Ills goyemment^ aiid bis appaf^eut detenpiDation t;o suffer vkm 
such principles tp remain ir^ the colony ; ^i consequence cf 
which^ in a very short time> the principal leaders of the fai;r 
flpn before d^scribed^ disappeared^ fmd Ihe odiefs o'f &m 
part^ remained quiet and peaceable. \. 

Q. To what do you ascribe the present flourisfah^ sitnar 
lion of this colony ?— A. I certainly ascribe it to the iirmnea* 
and uniform conduct of Qj^neralPicton^ in giving ample pror 
tection to all gpod and peaceable subjects^ and driving from 
it ^11 of g contrary character. 

Nicholas Si. Pi, on Oath'. 

Q,* How ]ioQg have you been resident in this colctny^-rA. 
Twejity-eight jears, tod upwardls. 

Q. Had you any public employment during the Spani^ 
government?— A. I was r^gidoi: in 17644 in 1787 I was Al- 
calde de Sarrio^ 4he two following )'ear$^ andCommandanir 
of the Quarter of La Brea afterw^ards. , 

Q« What was th^ political situation of the colony^ andthfi. 
9tate.of its interior pqlice at thp time i^i the conquest? — A^ 
The political gtate of the colony was very afflicting; the po? 
}ic^ was inefficient^ though it had been very good some tim« 
]l>efpre. Jt wa§ very dangerous ^t the time of th^ conquest 
to do any .acts of severity in police^ because the §oyemmen|; 
^not think it bad sufficient force to repre^ disorders^ an^ 
when cpmplaii^s were made of siny aggravating nature^ the 
government persuaded them to patieqce. The cause of t}u$ 
ifvas^ a numerous pppulatipp^ consisting pf various cfauracterf 
f>f different opinions^ and the bad doctrine^ which had bem 
adopted here among tlie free and enslaved^ and amongt^pm^ 
9vhites also. 
- Q. Did not flagrant jcrinjes pass wiUi impunity Jtt-A- WU^^h. 
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I 'finit ^became rcsifdettt in'thetown^ xintfl 17£9> there unsre 

iiuns^ aasacsskiaticms^ toine . were punished, aad ^ome were 

DOt. Masters were murdered by^ their slaves^ and whiter 

#ha ksMlofisaisAioafted'whitte; since tkei^ uiitS th« capture of 

llie i8i»Ml^ l.remaiii€ri<>ii:>itiy.<>wiie$iate0 

. Ti&a Honor^ible^P^halip Langten^ E$q, Aleedek of the 

►;.:..' i . i^trsi Etectiou. 

:. Q. Ebw leng l^abe yofi been resMent m mis M^elony? — ^A> 

About eighteen years. , 

> Q. Had yott m^ peblic ^mi^ytxm:^ in das- e^loiiy, imd^ 

die Spanish ^vemment? — ^A. I was-perpetual Alcalde^ TNo- 

mieial Mayor, by commissioii from' His Catholk Majesty, 

Alice about tlie year 1 790, and Coeihiaiidaiit 4>f the QfHarter 

of Naparima at the time of the capture of Ae island ; I waft 

also Regidor of the Cabfldo. - 

Ql> Are you not a proprietor of a sugar estate in this island, 
and was you not so at the con<^est of the island ?-**-A. I am, 
and have been so thirteen or fourteen years. 

Q. What was the political dtimtion of the island, and 
mitat thestaie of its interior police at the time if the eon* 
quest? — A. Anarchy and confusion ; and, I believe, comid^v 
«d%y-all well disposed people, as on tbe brink pf ruin^ for 
want of energy in the government. The Spanish Governor 
declared to me, shortly after the conqoes.t, that it was impossi- 
ble for the British Governor to keep th^/ island in subjection, 
and prevent it undergoing the same fate as %he other colomes, 
without a powerful force eill;ter of 3 or 4000 men. 

Q. Did the colony bear any, and what diffwent aspect, on 

B. General Piston's taking the commaad^ — 'A. A great al*^ 

. leradon- for the better ; public tranquility, add puUic confi-r 

denee was restored, and hb^h agriculture and eonymerce 

flourished to a degree unprecedented in tihis colony. 

Q. Do you iK)t attribute die jflouri^iag aspect of (the colony 
as much to the English industry, as to the government and 
•xiertions of B. General Pic^nfrrA. I diink the introduce 
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idwof Si^Iiah caf»tai^ joined to the ^Xfiitioil and activify of 

B. General Pictofi^ M^as the cause of it 

~ *TA« Hofwrabie* St* Hilaire BegorrAt, Member €f His 

\ Q, How hmg have you resided in >FjriiB<^d?— tA. Smtit 
April 1784, twenty-one years. 

'^ 'Whttt was the poUticd state of the colony immediately 
jprdfcedingl;he «on^ptest of it by Great Bntai»? — ^A. A statt 
of anarchy and confusion, every day threateived by conspiracy : 
two>gfttnd^oiiiipira«nes wM^e discovered ^ Itltle time b^pe 
iti^ conqi|es« of the kiaDd, one of Naparima, agitated by a 
free negro, called Bernard Qoze, and the plan was tp be^ 
]g& by bUrttin^ and dcistr^ying the plantations^ and assassin- 
. ating the proprietors> of which tiiere is a legal proce^og im 
t&e offijoe of CsiiBtlK», against the ctfenders ; the other at the 
CV^nage, discovered by the Commandant of the Qnaitar, 
Mr. Noel, and connected with som« people in Port of Spaing 
^d the proceedings against the offenders are abo in Castro a 
ic^ce. ' . • - ■ "'^ 

Q. W^re not murders, assassinations, rapes, and robbe« 
ties, frequently committed in the island at that tinne^-^A* 
yjes^ aad with impunity., ■ ^ • 



■ • - ■ No. IV.- 

/ 
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Jjre'atmenl ofTjoiiisa Calderon in Jail, from the Depo$ition^, . 
on Oathy before the Court holden at Port of Spain. 

* Present, 
His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor. 
De Castro^ the Escrivano, on Oath. 
Q. Was Jx)uisa Calderon put in stocks before, or between 
the examinations? — A. No, I do not remember. 

Q, During the whole time of her imprisonment, was she 
confined ip irons^ or fit any time during her imprisonment? 
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r^A. I am not sure^ but believe^ that during the latter pe* 
|iod of her iinpri.soninent the grilio was taken oifF. 

Q. JBj^ the Court. What is the nature of the grillo fOa 
mentioned? describe. it?— A. It was a bar of iron^ that past 
IbroQgh a post; and the ring of the iron was put round her 

' Q. Was the picket on which Louisa Calderon was placed, 
stn iron spike, or a sharp woodifi o»e?-r-A, A wooden ene, 
ngfpointed, 

Q. Was it rpund or square on the top, and what niras/ th# 
diameter of the. top?— A. It was round, wid^out pomt, and 
•boat an inch ii^ diameter on the top. 

Q. Were h^r feet, or her hands torn, or inad^ t^loody hj 
Ihe said operation ?^^ A. No. 

Q* Was any surgeon or other medical itian called for, bj 
Jier> Of others, or was their attendance made necessary bj 
her being so put on the picket? — rA. No. 

Q, You have said that she faints ^fter ^ither t^^ first or 
the second time <c>f her being put on the picket; did such 
fainting app^r to you to be real or ai|ected?-rrA« Efythe 
Mraythat she conducted herself during the whole of the pror 
ccedings, it may be that there was spipe affectation ia her 
f^n^ng, but I cannot say certainly, 

Q. Did not Mr* Begorrat,^ the attending Judge, on the apT 
pearahce of her fainting^ ilQmQdiately order her to be takeq 
down ? — A. Yes, and gave her some wine and water with hia 
frwh hands, and she immediately recovered. 

Q.' When Louisa Calderon wept tp Pedro Ru^'s house^ 
after being picketed, did §he walk, or was she carried? — A. 

She walked. 

Q, What is the <listance of the prison to Pedro Ruis^V 
liouse ?— A. I'hree cross streets, I believe. 

Q. Did Louisa Calderon walk, or was she carried back IQ 
the prison? — A. She walked. 



J^ean BapiUio Vallot, Gaoler, on Oath: 

Q. Were you not gaoler in this island, in the jear of oiK' 
Lord 1801?— A* Yes,. 

.Q. .Was Louisa Calderon committed to your custody iq 
that year, andbyw^m aod for what crime £ — ^A. Yes, Inf 
General Pictonj on a charge of being an accomplice in a 
robbery* 

Q. Pid she, at either of those times, appear to suffer grea^ 

bodily pain, or utter loud cries or lamentations ? — A« Shedid 

^H>t appear, to suffer much; on the contrarif, she appeared ia 

be resolved t(f bear any thing. Slhe did not ufter loud criesf 

M the contrary, I Wfis surprised at her being so resolute* . 

Q, What instrumieiit was that picket? — ^A, It is a bit of 
*>wood squared, about an inch in diameter. 

Q, Did she require a surgeon or medical assistance after 
being taken down? — A. No. 

Q. J>id you see any symptoms of inflammation, or did she 
.complain of fever?— A. No. 

Q. Were her hands, arms, or feet, torn or lacerated hy 
"[the punishment?--^A. No, not at all. She made no com« 
plidut whatever. 

. ■ Q. After the picket, do you recollect her going to Pedro 
JSuiz's house with the Alcalde, Mr. Begorrat? — ^A. I did 
not go with her; and I do not recollect whether it was be- 
fore or after the picket that she was taken to Pedro Rui/d 
^Jiouse. 

Q. Wat Louisa Cald«roo treated like other prisoners con* 
fined on similar cliarges? — A. She was treated better than 
« any other prisoners: I never received any orders to treat her 
rigorouslv* 

Q. In what kind of a room was she confined ? .Describe 
it.— tA. She was in a large room, the whole length of the 
^ol> over the prison. 

. Q. Wasita£omfortaJ[>le1odgmgforaprisoner? — ^A* It was 
place appropriated to white people; the best in the prison* 



Q» Were her rdadous^ after the deditratioiiff were falerf> 
©ever refused access to her at proper hours? — A. No> never x 
they saw her when they chose. 

Tlie Honorable St. Hilaire B^gorrat, on Oath*. 
; Q. Describe to the Court ^hat the picket was? — A* A. 
small piece of wood, of about five or six inches long, and 
about one inch or one' inch and a quarter square on &e top^ 
fixed to the floor* 

Q. Was it pointed or square on the top h — A. It was about 
ati iH<;h> or aa inch and a quarter square on the top» 

Q. Jiid you deem Louisa Calderon*sJainfing, or dppear*' 

ittg to faint i to proceed front excess of mffering,orfrora affec- 

tatioti? — A. Bjf her obstinate conduct in all the bminess^ 

end after I gave her a glass of wine and water, ^he- recovered 

immediately, and therefore I think it proceeded from affec-^ 

tation ; and became, two days afterwards, I ordered a gene-' 

ral confrontation between her, Carlos, arid all the with- 

ne$ses^ on the very sppt where the robbery was committed^ 

and she zvalkfidfrom the gaol to the spot^ a distance of about 

'^teen hundred paces,, and afterwards returned to the gaol, 

MS if she had not suffered the torture; andwhiht on tlie spot, 

she shewed how Catloshad taken the trunk, brought it to 

'the door, and broke the padlock and took a^ay the nwfieu, 

-tike smoaking a segar all the while*. 

Q. Did she require the assistance of a physician or sut^ 
ge^Q after either of the picketings ? — ^A. No.' 

Don Francisco de Farfan, on Oath. 

Q. Were you not the Alcalde of the first election^ in the 
criminal prosecution against Louisa «Calderon ; and for how 
loi^ a time did you officiate therein? — ^A. I was Alcalde ot 
&e fir^t election, and officiated as such in the business of 
liouisa Calderon, from the 1st January, 1602, and con^' 
tinned the process untij the proofs were completed, and thed 
transferred it to the superior tribunal. 

Q. Did you see Louisa Calderon at the time of her being 
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picketed^ or at any other time ?— ^A. I did not see her at the 
time of her being picketed^ but I saw her eight or ten days 
afterwards. 

Q. Did she appear sick or lame?— A. No; she had no 
marks. 

' Q. Did she complain to you of her being too rigorously 
confined^ or ill treated by the gaoler, or did she ever apply 
for medical aid? — ^A. Never; on the contrary, the wife of 
Carlbs Gbnzales complained to them that Louisa Calderon 
Was at large in the gaol, while her husband was dose con* 
Jihed. 

< Q; Was Louisa Calderon in irons when you saw her? — A« 
She had a kind of iron in which- she could stand and sit^ but 
which could no ways molest her : I believe that iron Was only 
put on when I visited h^r. 

Q. Was that iron fastened to the floor? — A. I did not 
examine ; I found her sitting, and the iron appeared to be 
secure. 

Q. Could she take exercise about the room ?-*-A. I have 
already said, I could not answer. 

Q. Had she, both times you saw her, irons on?T-A. Yes, 
J always found her in the same situation. 

Q. Will you swear that she was fastened, by those irons, 
to the s|>Qt in which she was sitting? — A. I have already an« 
3wer^A that I did not examine her situation. 
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No. Y. 

Proceedings of the Commissioners and Council m 
consequence of Mr. JBlacVs Declaration. 

First, U^o^ motioB made and «econded^ RRsoLVEB^-r-Thafe 
^e First Commi^sioi^ei;^ Colonel William Fullajrtpn^ in tak- 
w^ possession of the criminal records deposited in the of- 
fice of Francisco de Castro, (a Public Scrivener^ and Regi- 
4or of Cabildo,) one of the public Archives of this coloay^ 
without the koowicdge atid.co&^^at of Brigadier General 
j^ton and Commodore Hpod> (as decWed by tbem at this 
boaird,) both being present in the government^ and wiUaout 
gpvki^ % ifeqeript or specific ackaowledj^aant for tlie same> 
Hm acted contrary ti> his duty to His majesty, who ap- 
pointed him joint Governor, and cot sole Governor of Trin^ 
i^ad: 

Resolved — ^That the said Colonel William FuUarton 
l|as, \i\ the opinion of this Board, for the above reason^ 
acted in breacjb of duty to his colleagues in the goyeFmnent of 
tj^is colony": ' 

Bb&olveo — ^That the swd Colonel WilliaiJi^ Fidlarton 
has^ in the opinion of this Board, for the above reasons,, 
also treated the Council with contempt and insult^ because, at 
its meeting of the seventeenth day of March, tbo following 
motion was made and carried. Colonel William FuUarton 
presiding, and of which he could not ^ plead ignorance ; to 
wit : '^ As the First Commissioner's paper. No. 4, con- 
" tains insinuations of a most insidious nature, calculated 
to impress His Majesty's Ministers with opinions ia- 
jurious to the government, at the head of which 
the Brigadier presided during dangerous and perilon» 
*' times, h^ thinks it his duty to move. That the Alcaldes in 
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'* Ofdinary be called upon to produce copies of all the crlm'^ 
^* inal proceedings that have been carried on in their respec-^ 
*^ tive oSffices since the ist day of March 1797; and that 
^'' thej be remitted by the' Clerk of the Council to the of-* 
'^ fice of his Majesty's Secretary of State^ the Right Hon* 
** Lord Hobart ; '' And these aggravations this Board con- 
ceives to be the greater^ as Colonel William Fullarton put 
himself in the situation of public informer^ and denouncer^ 
against the whole military and civil authority of the late go* 
vemmept of this colony ; and it is the first time this Board 
ever learnt that an accuser was to wrest the strongest meant 
4(f defence otU of the hands of the accused (wMch these 
public records nmst be supposed) and to vest them exclusively 
in his own : 

Resolved — ^That the conduct of the First Commis^* 
sioner^ Colonel William Fullarton^ in the house of the 
Honourable John Blacky Alcalde of the First Election^ in the 
evening of Monday last^ in the manner just read and stated 
before this Boards was guilty^ in their opinion^ of an insuk 
lo the IQoard of Council^ who had recommended proceedings 
against the said Francisco de Castro for breach of public du* 
ty^ and an outrage of the most violent kind against the 
laws ; as the persons and houses of all Magistrates are, or 
ought to be, deemed sacred, Qrtd prisoners once in legal 
custodif never attempted to be rescued^ but suffered to remain 
until discharged by due course of law : 

Resolved— That Colonel William Fullarton^ by no^ 
minating Francis de Castro (when a prisoner in legal custody 
for a breach of public duty on the evening of Monday last) 
to the honorable and confidencial post of Commissary of 
Population^ in the room of Major Williamson^ as proved 
by the declaration of Mr. Blacky lost all respect for his col^ 
leagues, for this Board, and for this colony : 

Resolved — ^That Brigadier General Picton and Com* 
modore Hood be requested to give out in public order^^ that 

eg." 
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the military attend to the cells of theMagistFates^. CommancT- 
vants of Quartersj, and Alcaldes;^ wbose bouses may be eixter- ■ 
ed ^aingt theii consent^ their persons insulted^ and their 
authorities attempted to he weakened or brought into con- 
tempt. 

Resolved — ^That the First Commissioner's application* 
to this Boiard, soon after his airival,, for the establishment of 
a schooner to serve in the Surveyor-General's department^ 
(although two brigs were sent out by Government, and of- 
fered by Commodore Hood for that service, was,, on the , 
ground of the excessive expence it.would incur, and little u- 
tility to accrue; from it, rejected ,. That the same applicatioa 
having been aften^'ards made, for the sajDQ reasons was again 
rejected ; and die schooner Start, in both instances propo- 
sed, being now hired, affords just reason to this Board tb sus- 
pect, that the First Commissioners design, in making ^uch 
applications, teas to impose Jictions on this Boards to effect 
his present purpose of deserting his post- in the said schooner 
Start y and concealing the public, records : 

Resoi^ved — ^ITiat His Majesty's First Commissioner, by 
CONNECTING HIMSELF WITH THE DISAFFEC- 
TED CHARACTERS AND CLASSES OF INHABI- 
TANTS INIMICALTO THE FORMER GOVERN- 
MENT, hath produced the. effects suck conduct \^as calcula- 
' ted to promote ; for this Board views with sorrow and indig- 
natioii, that a spirit of party and faction is kindling among the , 
white inhabitants of all nations and languages y that the l^al 
authority of the master ov^er the. slave is weakeiied ; that mu- 
tinous ideas are excited in the minds of the numerous bands 
of free coloured people, who, by steady government and vigi-^ 
lance, particiUarly immediately before his administration, were 
tranquil, loyal and happy. That the authority of the Com- 
maudants of Quarters is brought into contempt and insult, an<l 
the whole Civil and Criminal Administration committed to 
their charge, widi the wise system of police established aud 
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feiuid eiBcacioits for siif years^ ^nd even in time of \^wr Co 
keep good goverrnnent^ in the most imminent danger of being 
overset and extirpated. 

The Board having taken into its serious con^deration a 
retrospect of tlie whole conduct of the First Commissioner, 
Oo/one/ William FuUarton^ since he has been in the exercise 
of this government^ and compared it with the present deseir 
tion of his post^ , withdrawing from the Commission, and 
the Cowicily enlevement of the public records, and the 
contempt wi& which official requests to< produ(^e these 
recQRds> or to inform where they are deposited^ have been 
ppeated, 

££.soLVBD — That he, the Firsi Commisioner, has lost the 
confidence of this Boards and that these resolutions, mth all 
respect and humility^ be laid before His Majesty, together mith 
all the Minutes of Council, instead of the proposed Address^ 
and that His Majesty s Ministers, be humbly prayed to advise. 
His Majesty to remove him for ever from the government of 
this colony 



No. VI. 

Pall Mall November, 13. 1804. 
My Dear General, 

HAVING lately perused some observations from the pen 
of Mr. Fullarton, in a letter ^dressed to Lord Hobart, da- 
ted March' last, which are designed to reflect on your military 
dispositions at Trinidad, at the time when General Grinfield 
inspected that garrison i» the beginning of the year 1803, it 
is but justice to dechre Jhat not only facts are misrepresented, 
but such til-founded asserstions are adduced, as must subject 
the writer to the heavy cJmrge of a breach of veracity. » 

It is very fiir from my intention to note the particular oc* 
currences which transpired during General Grinfield's resi- 
idenicie at Trinidad, but ia respect to the mal-arrangement 
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imputed to jouy which induce(f Ae *^ constaM voc^eration^ 
*^ the Commander of the Forces on the parade j Aw tht 
^* barracksy and in the hospitals^' I shall not deviate aa 
•ota> from the path of truths when I avow^ that so far from 
9ny difference of opinion existing between General Grinfidd 
«nd yourself on military points^ either '^ on the parade^ in th« 
'^ barracksj or in the hospitals/' the iitinost harmony of sea* 
iiment prevailed^ and continued unaltdTably to exist tK^een 
you ; indeed I well remeniber^ in private societies^, such opi« 
eioofi to have been entertpned and expressed by him. 

Respecting the awkward performances of the troops ki 
receiving General Griniield on his landing at Trioidadji 
I recollect that part of a Black regimei^t wheeled by sections 
instead of divisions ; which mistake was immediately 'Cor« 
rected by yourself; but I never heard of the exclamations 
attributed to one of General Grinfield's suite^ '' That thes^ 
^* troops are twenty years behind" 

General Grinfield remained on the island of Trinidad for 
the space of three weeks^ and for the first week accepted Mr« 
Fullarton's offer of accommodation in the house of the First 
Commissioner. Although he bad every reason to be pleased 
with the hospitality of the entertainment^ yet frequent inter- 
ruptioner to official business^ and a disposition on the part of 
Mr. FuUarton to enter argumentatively into the progress and 
circumstances of the quarrel between yourself and hini^ 
resolved the General to leave Mr. Fullarton's house^ and 
take up his abode at the inn^ where he continued till thd 
period of his embarkation. Mr. Fullarton at that time pre-* 
sented the papers alluded to^ containing copies of the diiacus* 
sion respecting Madame du Val ^nd Mr.- Woodyear. 

From the assertions of Mr. FuUarton^, ^^ that he had pur-r 
^^ posely avoided saying any thing to General Grinfield that 
^^ might rouse him against you/' T cannol but suppose that he 
has purposely forgotten a long private conference which took 
place between G^n^ral Grinfield and himself on his arrival 
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ni BarhddoeBfr&m England; and iVom th^^ubsf^<|u^tf and 
mmed^te jloctoration ©f General Griiifield} that, ^^ apprer 
^^ hending a disagreement between Mr. FuUarton. aiid Briga^ 
*^ dier General Picton, he would take. care to.^teer clear of 
*^ all disputes not. military," it is natural to infer j that argUt 
ments bad not been wanting to prepossess General Grinfie}4 
widi an unfavourable opinion of jour conduct and. actions. 

Actuated by no other principle but that of jueftice, I have 
committed to paper this simple narrative; as, from my situa* 
tion in tbe.West Indies, I had every opportunity ;of judging of 
the facts above alluded to ; and if my testitooifiy tc4n in any 
way be serviceable to you in correctiog mis-statemente, ap4 
refuting )calumiiy, I shall be. most happy in discharging audi 
dudes* 

Believe me, with ei^em. 

Yours very trnlj, ■ 

Nor VII. 

Copy of a "Letter from Brigadier General Maittand to 

Central Pictoit. 

Desur Pictein, Barbqdoes, August 24, 1804, 

X HAVE seen an assertion in a late publicaticm, that 
I obtained the government of Trinidad for you. It appears 
«lso, that you have publickly sa£d, that it was offered to 
you- 

On xdy part J declare,' that yo^ were not indebted for that 
appointment to any interest which I made with S^* Ralph 
Abercromby, for I made none to that end. 

The observation that your knowledge of the Spi^ish la|i- 
guage ^vas a peculiar advantage to you in that situation, 
i certainly have frequently made, and I believe did make 
about the time of youri^ppoi»fment J^ut whether I made 
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this r^nark to Sir^ Ralph or not^ (which at this disfaAce of 
time I can neither affirm or den^)^ of this I am dear^ that I 
m^de no interest to ol^tain the government for you. 

When it is known that you were in Sir Ralph's suite^ 
(though you held no situation^ you lived in his family^) from 
January 1796 until your appointment at Trinidad^ within 
which period you made two voyages with himy in His 
Majesty's ship Arethusa^ Captain WoUey^ the one from the 
West Indies to England^ the other from England to the 
West Indies; that during these voyages you (I may say we) 
livedo and even slept> in the same cabin with the General > 
I am persuaded that no person will hesitate to acknowledge, 
that the Qmieralhad a thorough opportunity to form bis own 
judgment of you> and that from his opinion^ thence formed^ 
is evidently traced the cause which led him to appoint you to 
be Cdmmandant at Trinidad ; for, if this be not just^ then it 
follows, either that he had formed no opinion of you at all, or 
that he appointed you contrary to his own opinioii; which, 
livhen applied to the acti<ms 'Of Sir Ralph Abercromby, 
I believe every body will say, ip the language of geometricians 
ii^is absuf d. 

I ^ always, my dear Picton, 

Yours, with the greatest regard, 

Fhepsbick Maitland. 

Colonel Thomas picton. 

No. vin. 

Centaur, Carlisle Bay, Barbadoes, Ist Sq^tember 

MY LOKD, jfy ^^^' 

I SHOULD do great injustice lo myself and my late col- 

'^league. Brigadier Greneral Picton, if I did not (after reading a 

publication of Mr. Fullarton's respecting th6 Commission at 

Trinidad last year) inform your Lordship, at an early period, 

of the fabrication in various passages said to havi been 



•l 



41 

Spoken by me. The very harsh expressions^ and the acri- 
mony with which Mr. FuUarton brings forward this epistl$> 
FALSE ALMOST IN EVERY PAGE, that I trust 
your Iiord,ship, and otiiers of Hi^ Majesty's Ministers^ 
viQ view it as it deserves. Mr. Fullarton states my con- 
sulting the Brigadier before Council was assembled of 
4e matters we were to enter upon : / declare upon mine 
honor no such communication ever took place; neither did 
ever the Brigadier make use of one expression out of the 
Commission that could tend to lead me on his side; but 
I was guided by honorable sentiments, and not by such 
duplicity and intriguing as was exhibited in every part of 
Mr. Fullarton's transactions ; but Mr. Fullarton used every 
art even to get his lady to aid, to lead me into a track that 
must have soon destroyed the tranquillity of the colony. 
This false philanthropy must now be sufficiently brought to 
lights that it needs no comment. He attributes words spoken 
in council, in my house, in not agreeing with my cdlleague : 
I give the most perfect contradiction thereto; and I cannot 
allow this to pass over without remarking on the means 
adopted by persons whom he calls Gentlemen^ that ishould 
listen to any conversation where their business did not ' 
require, and it was not probable my servants should listen^ 
and carry my conversation to the house of the First' Commis- 
sioner ; and I conceive such allegations can only tend to prove 
|iow ready Mr. Fullarton has been to catch at subjects I should 
shudder to repeat, had I made use of such ignoble means to 
gain the ifformatioh stated. I will not trespass longer on 
your Lordship's time ; and I shall conclude this in sayii^, 
the upright and just m^^res adopted by the late Governor 
saved the island ; and I rest assured his character cannot be 
fipoken of too highly, or traduced by the artful measures oj 
an old mXngoAng poUtician, 

I have the honour to be, &c. , 

Samuel Hood« 

£«rl Camdeo; K. B, &c. &p. ' 
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No. IX. 

Bxtractfrom the JMress of His Majesty^s CouneU of $h€. 
Island of Trinidad, to His Excellency the JLieutenani 
Governor, Thomas Hislop, Esq, 

WE, His Majesty's Council of the said Island of Trinidad, 
beg leave to assure yoiu* Excellency, that we have seen with 
just concern an attempt made to interrupt the peace and tran- 
quillity of the colony, by assertions advanced in a pamphlet 
written by Colonel Fullarton, and by hinu forwarded to your 
Excellency. We have, in a jCommittee of the whole Board, 
resolved theni to be libels on your Excellency, and meant to 
throw reflections upon the present Government and the Mem- 
bers of His Majesty's Council, and to sow discord, disunion,^ 
4md mistrust among them, &.c. &c. 

(Signed) Hon. J. Rutherfokd. 

Hon. John Smith. 

Hon. J. RiGBT. 

Hon. John NiHELL. 

Hon. St. Hilaire Begorrat. 

Hon. Archibald Gloster. 

Extract from the Anstver of His Excellency the Lieiite^ 
nant Governor to the foregoing Part of the CouhciF^ 
Address. 

V 

. Genfleiiien, 

I beg leav^ to offer you my wanpest and most grateM 
ackn&wledgmentfi for the Very flattering and kind address with 
which you have been pleased to honor me ; and you may b^ 
' Bssured, that it u with no less concern that I hare seen an 
attempt made to interrupt the peace and tranquillity of the 
colony, by assertions advanced by Colonel Fullarton, one of 
which was transmitted to me by his directions* 
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^ Ute i^solutiom which yeur Board Uve^Migtit |irc|>er 
tmaniiHouslj to adopt on the occasion^ cannot iaU to slaiitf 
recorded on a basis riie most impartial^ and must be to the 
moM coir^tncing of the pure and boa«rable motives, ihat 
liave actuated jou in Ae, steps you' have deemed ^nece^sary to 
adopt to refute timneriUd calumnies^ and most tffhctmiUy to 
adopt the possibility of introducing the seeds of discord, di^ 
union, anddistrmt in the colony; v^ludi^ thiVAigh the never* 
ceasing detennination which you^ individually as well as col- 
lectively^ have manifested for the maintenance of uiliion of 
action and sentimenjt in the discharge of your pubtic dul^ias^^ 
AS wdl a^ in your private capacities^ has hkherto tnaintakied 
its rightful authority with rei^piisite eaeigy> and is therdby 
capable of resbting exoery species of attempt whi(A am nt 
future be invented to shake it, &.c, &c* * 

THOs.Hi»top, 

' lieut. Goveroor. . 



* * m 

Sir, " London, October Ut, IBOa^ . 

HAVING had i3ae honour of servini^ under your coaunaad 
in the island of Trinidad in the year 1798 and 1799^ perkxb 
idle most cridcial, diaring which your Tigiknce^ activity^ anA 
wise measures^ preserved that valuable colony, I could not 
help reading, widi the utmost astonishment and surprieo^ 
^ A Statement of Letters and Dooumdhts respecting Ihe 
'* Aiikirs jof Trinidad^ Scc.^ 8cc/' I must declare the same in 
one particular instatiee to bo ^^ a statement of the most base 
^^ and malicious falsehood," and firmly persuade myself tfaa|r 
nfter a just and candid investigation> the whole will appear in 
its true merits^ aa having been brought forward purposely to. 
create amongst an ignorant public an unfavourable impressioii 
4:onceming your acts of government^ which un^uestioaably will 
4^taad the most rigid ordeaU 
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1 aQude to No. LXXXIIL Colonel FiiUartou's AnsWcYto 
Colonel Picton's Address^ page 17^^ where it is said, 

'' The various expeditions against Guiria . — .Point a 
^ Pierre, Carupano—Kin the river Guarapuchy — were merely 
^ predatory enterprises to procure mules and cattle,: an4 
^' to punish individuals who had incurred €k>lonel Pictou 
'^ resentment.'' 

Also ps^e 1 1, in a note : — 

*^ The chief object of these expeditions was to plunder 
'' cattle from the inoffending inhabitants, for bis own emolu- 
^ mcnt.'* 

I have been the ofScer whom you ordered to embark widi 
a detachment of an hundred nien> ^*to disperse several armed 
'' bodies collected and assembling on the opposite coasts of 
'^ the gulph, at Guiria, the river Guarapuchy, Sec. &c.'' 

I sailed on board of His Majesty's ship Invincible, Captain 
C^yley, in company with His Majesty's sloop Zephyr, Captain 
Champain; my instructions ordering to disperse all armed 
bodies^ along the coast, assembled for the purpose of invasion, 
and of preventing Spanish launches to proceed to port of 
Spain ; enjoined the strictest attention to order and discipline, 
'and to 'cultivate the good will of the inhabitants along the 
coast ; and I do hereby most solemnly declare, that not, the 
least act of depredation or irr^ularity has been committed by 
this expedition, which effected several landings along the 
coast. The first disembarkation which took pjace at Guiria 
Vfza made with all necessary precautions, not knowing what 
resistance we should meet with. Captain Cay ley was even so 
obliging to order a party of marines to proceed with me on 
shore. Finding, however, the enemy dispersed, and the 
inhabitants coming in crowds to receive us as friends^ the 
troops were reimbarked the very same Evening, and in our 
subsequent visits on shore we were only attended by small 
parties of about fifteen or twenty men. 

This, tli^refore. Sir, was no predatory enterprise , on the 
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contrary^ it was undertaken^^s allothen, for the protectionrof 
a very valuable trade with the Spanish Mainland for the seat* 
rity of the island of Trinidad. 

I forbear saying more ; regretting much the worthy Cap<« 
tain then commanding His Majesty's ship Invincible being 
dead^ and therefore not to be referred to on the occasion. I 
^ih ccffivinced that the respectable naval officers unc|er whose 
protection^ assistance^ and direction^ these expeditions did sail^ 
Captain Champain, Captain Dickson^ &c. Major Laureal 
of the l£th West India regiment^ Captain Frauchessin ^ of 
Sir Charles Green's light infantry volunteers^ will all concur 
with me in declaring it '^ a base and malicious falseho(^d/* 
when it is asserted that their chief object was plunder and jde- 
predation. 

I have the honbur to be^ with the greatest respectj^ 

SlE, 

Your very faithful and obedient servant^ 

Ls. MOSHEIM^^ 



Colonel Thomas Picton, &c. &Ci, 
21; Edward- street. 



Lieutenant Colonek 



No. XI. 

Inconstant, Spitkead, 4th Dec. 1B04. 
My dear Sir, 

I HAVE received your letter inclosing Colonel FuDarton's 
extract, and should have answered it immediately, but waited 
to see the letter you mentioned, having sent by Captain Mlix- 
well, who is not yet come this way. 

With respect to the extract in question, 'it is notoripuslj 
false, I never went on ariy predatory enterpriser whatever: 
those undertaken by your orders, and executed by me^ wer^ 
for the sole purpose of destroying French privateers and 
bodies of brigands, who had taken post on the Spanish Main^ 



and tfareatened the destnictioir of the island of Trinidad ; an^ 
r trust my public letter to Admiral Harvey^ of the GtB of 
December 1798, stating the account of the expeditions to 
Rio, Cafibe, and Carupanb, which you will see in the NaTal 
Chronicle for that month, printed for I.- Gold, Shoe-lane, 
London, will refute most fiilly his assertion. - I have 
6ncl6sed you a copy of the proclamation I sent to the Com- 
mandants of Rio, Caribe, and Caropano, which is another 
strong proof that our mission was not to phmder or bring off 
cattle, either for ourselves or your estates ; and I am per- 
suaded^ that Colonel Mosheim, Msgor .Laurial, and Captain 
Champain, Mrill feel equally indignant with ourselvei^ at so 
gross a misrejM-esentation of the motives which guided us on 
those expeditions. And be assured, my good Sir, it affords 
me great satisfaction to have it in my power to enable you 
thu£( publicly to contradict insinuations suggested solely to 
poison the public mind. With respect to the sentiments of 
the inhabitant? of the Spanish Main towards you, I can say, 
with great truths wherever I had an opportunity of conmiuni- 
cating with them, they expressed the highest veneration for 
joup character, and placed the greatest confidence in your 
government. 

I am, my dear Sir, 

Yours^ very sincerely, 

E. S. Dickson, 

Captain R. N. 

No. XII. 

DearKcton, Dowr, ]Vbt'.24, 1804» 

I AM favoured with your letter of yesterday, and I 
received the parcel the day before. 

Be assured, my dear Sir, I shaU at all times have great 
pleasure in hearing testimony to your very honorable conduct 
the whole of the time I had the pleasure of acting inconjuno^ 
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, tion with you> as senior officer of His Majesty's shipsr and ves- 
sels 1:11 the gulph of Paria. 

I do not recollect any expeditions to the Main> or tie 

different places mentioned in Mr. Fullarton's publicatioa 

(page 172)^ except one\o the Main, the name gf the place I 

forget, (and I have not my log-book here to refer to); the 

object of which was, to deter the Commandant of the place 

we went to from molesting the Spanish launches coming to 

trade at Trinidad; and so perfectly satisfied was be with 

our conduct, that he came on board the Dictator and dined 

with me, and promised in future to give the trade all the 

. assistance in his power; and I will positively assert, that 

no man durst have hinted an idea of plunder, peculation, or 

dishonourable conduct, to either of us. 

• I hope to be able to come to town shortly after Christmas^ 

when I shall have great pleasure in assuring you of ipy most 

perfect respect and esteeuL . 

Faithfully yours, 

M. Westekn, 

Colonel Ficton, &c. . ^ Captain R. N- 

No. XIII. 

My dear Sir, ' , 

IN perusing Colonel FuHarton's publication relating to 
<eertain transactions in the island of Trinidad during your 
government, I cannot, as an officer who tl^en heM a con- 
siderable time the command or one of His Majesty's sloops 
on that station,; help expressing Aat mdignation I must 
naturally feel at the very malicious aspersions with which tliat 
gentleman has thought proper to stigmatize the conduct of the 
naval officers during- that period. 

The reasons for which he has introduced in his work thb 
calumny, of predatory excursions being undertaken for pri- 
vate purposes, and particularly to obtain negroes for the 
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Governor of Trinidad's estates^ is foreign to the piirpo^« 
But so serious an imputation cannot be passed over io 
silence; indeed it behoves every one against whom thi* 
Accusation is brought^ to vindicate himself ; and as that is 
the sole object of diis address^. you will piake that use 
of it you may deem most advisable to that end. 

« 

Mr. Fullarton must know> that every atom of what be 
has above asserted respecting the navy is^ as I now declare 
it to be, perfectly fake. Though the ships and vessels of war 
were under ^e command of Captain E. S. Dickson^ we were 
botli on service to the Spanish Main^ but not for the purpose 
of committing depredation ; but we seeked the noble employ 
of the search and destruction of a miscreant foe^ yet well 
known in the West Indies as brigands, who were {k>sted in 
parts of the Spanish Main> to render, in that precarious time, 
as much distress to the colony of Trinidad as possible ; and 
but for the excellent look-out upon their plans, much 
mischief might have en'sued to the colony ; and on no 
other account have I received any other orders respecting 
this service ; nor were any slaves or cattle taken by me 
as asserted ; if they were, my present declaration would 
fall to the ground, as a reference to the ship's journals would 
establish the point as w^U as living testim6ny. I believe, my 
dear Sir, you had at that time no landed property in the 
island; and if you had, I am convinced, from our long 
acquaintance pnd your well established honest integrity, 
you are one of the last, I should conceive, who could have 
admitted a ttiought of stocking your lands by such means. 
Captain Dickson, Major Mosheim, and myself, must spura 
at these base insinuations* With long and faithful regard to 
your eminei)t services and faithful friendship^ 

I am, my dear Sir^ 

Your most assured friend, 

Wm. Champain, 

Jason, Wofilwich, Dec. 28tli, 1804. Caplain R, N. 

To Colonel Picton, &c. 
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No. XIV* 

M'Cailum's f'^ author of Tiraveb in Trinidad/*^) Case. 

'' If Mr. J. P. M'CaBam, author of Travels in Trinidad, 
^^ does not, within fourteen days from the date hereof, fetch 
^^ away the few effects he has left at No/ 40, Suffolk-street, 
'^^ Cliaring-cross, they will be sold as part payment of his 
'' rent, and legal steps taken to recover the remainder/* 

The above Advertisement is extracted from the Globe 
newspaper of the 11th April 1806; on seeing it, I imme- 
diately called at the house, and found that this fellow had sud- 
denly disappeared, owing a considerable sum to a respectable 
couple, whoKved by letting their house in lodgings. 

This vagrant has exhibited himself so conspicuously in the 
affair of Colonel Picton, that I shall assign him among the 
three worthies with whom I have here associated him^ the 
first place, as I have done before with his friend Mr. Princi-* 
pal FuUarton. 

Extracted from the Minutes of Council. 

Trinidad. — At a Meeting of the Council at the resi- 
dence of Commodore Sir Samuel Hood, in the tow&of Port 
St. Josepb> on Tliursday the 14th April, 1803. 

Present, 

r«» . T^ „ . ^ B. G. Thomas Picton. 

Their iixcellencies, < _, . _ , tt j 

(Conunoaore csamuel rlooa. 

J'John BlaxJc. , 
Hilario Begorrat. 
Archibald Gloster. 
Jos. M. Woodyear. 
The Minutes of the preceding Meeting being read and 

approved. 

Copy of a Letter from Lieutenant Colonel Grant y of the 

R^al Trinidad Mlitia, aidrmedt^.their Emellencies the 
Commissioners^ 
Gentlemen, 
'' As Commanditig Officer, of the Royal Trinidad Militia, 



50 

'' I tBiiik it my daty to a^ute to , vour Excellenciesj that ia 
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cpns^QaeiiC|K of certain expressions made yse 9j[ by^ ^ ^en-. 
tlemau of thb town. i^unedM^Callum, ^ to the right oC 
your ]fil^ce)lenci£8 turnings out the^ militia, a coosidera^bl^ 
fenpept exists in the corps, s|nd it ha9 beei:^ repeated to^ 
me, that some gentlemen have in consequence, positively 

^^ refused to turn out. As similar expressions were m^& 
use pf by this gentleman before the committee of officers,, 
who sit weekly, to order absentees to be finecl,^ or brougl^t 

^^ before them, I beg leave to refer your Excellencies for 

*^ particulars to those ^entl^men, )vho ve^ ^aptain', H^r* 
rison. and Lieutenants Fisher and M^Namara. > 

Widi ^n assprapce, that nothing but a< sense of duty 

^^ could have induced me to tcouble yoa qn thi^^^pcMsa^Pj.' 
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^ ",LieutenantCploneLlLJ. M.'^ 

« cuse,assertttddieV*^1i^1e^y^ td-iAiilcfee/'^'lliS Excuse 
'' contalnfeftiii ifli^ foregoiii^ 1etfe?;is, Mi^,^M^dfita,'as a 
'^ traveller, is ^ofiig^rbund the*' island %f t)^^ 
*^ Ful^drtonfW^xp^tsio ^df^brfFria-ay; trdirsitl^rd^himself 
'^ as a stranger and a tra^ettefin the'isfaridj, *arfd tb&^lietias 
** n6t enrbllect himself ib the iiiilitiar^' if life tvefe a' resident 
^^ would join the regitn^ht. 

Then follow the affidavits of Captain Willikm Haririson,. 
and* Lieliti^nantJB iPisher and M^Namara,' * swdi^P )iii6foj:^ their 
^ 'ExceMencies the Commissioners/" 'I' *shl3l' Extract the 
'* pnn6ipal contents. 

^''^iTheysvs^ar," that one Peter WPCallum dppearedthe- 
'' fore the said Committee, and declared that 'Governor Re- 
'^ t6n could not oblige any person fo turn biit in the militia^ 
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'^ aik( thttt lh« i^Hkdntikdcm reiipecting th« tnilitb^ ^ik 
^* founded on injustice; dbat if the Committee intended to 
*^ make a Star Chamber bufiiiiiess of it^ and that if either 
party intended to oppress him, they would find him a bit- 
ter enemy; that as tyranny and oppression had been th^ 
ruling order of the day^ he expected his share of it^ &c« 
'^ &c. * • , • 

^ - I 

'^ James Bourke^ merchant^ also swears> that Peter 
*^ M^CMum- advised him not to turn out in the militia, and 
^^ if they attempted to levy a fine^ to allow them to take it 
'' out of his store. 

" Robert Brunton^ Adjutant of said militia> 8wears> diat 
^^ Peter M Calluxn siud, tbs(t the Commii(sioners had nO 
'^ power to call out die militia^ and that he had it from 
^ Colonel FuUarthn. 

<' William Wane> Seijeaiitj swears^ that M'Callimi said* 
^^ to him^ that if there were any attempt made to force hint 
'^ to turn out in die mititigj diat he should repel it^ tmdshoot 
'^ die first man who attempted to lay hands on hjm* 

*^ WilKam Ste^ens> lieutenant^ sweairsi dmt he fre-^ 
'^^uentiy heiUtl M^Calhim dedare^ that the militia was a 
'^ self-constituted body^ and <there existed no power in ther 
/' Government of this island to embody a militia^ and that 
** no Commission in it was wordia farthing, v 

^^ All these persons pointed out M'Callnmj >vho was 
'' present^ and swore to his person. 

'^•Then follows the examinadon of M^CaIlutti> before 
'' the Commissioners^ Colonel Picton^ and Commodore Sir 
" Samuel Hood." 

His conduct and answer^ to the interrogatories put ,to 
iiim^ are of so impertinent and insolent a nature^ that I 
shall not trouble myself^ or my reader^ by inserting them. 
I hasten to the order of their Excellencies^ for shipping 
him off the island. 
: " Their Excellencies came to a resolution to ship ]p, 

d « 
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^' j^^C^limi for Nev^ Yorki ^ ^dlfing^ws p0r8O&ji 
'^ 9U^i»pte<l to seduce fypv^ Ifa^ dul^ the aniUti%g£. the 
edloDQ^^ aod for. other, se^itiQus prfiQtice^; 

Ordered^ that be besejol^^tway ift the^ahooaer A3|^9ia> 

Captsud Edward Kii^sland^ iw New York> ^dtbat^^y- 

six dollars be paid^ by aa order on the TreaHurer, to itfa* 

fray his expences^ . ♦ 

'^ J, M. WoodyMAr, 

'^ Secretary of th^ Conunission.^ 

No. xy. 

The gentleman alluded to m page 2^ k 0||^ potifding^ » 
ttulatto, M4>o:nrriyrf iftTrki4a4i.^-i4'*>ut iJw fifsplificmte of 
good condijct required fifon».;;t^, .Q<^vernii|i^«tHiie T^ud- kit 
kft ;. he<w»i ^aw^ed^lo Tc^ii ai^ f§W.<^j^> ^ Arcaoge* aoino 
business whi^h hQ'preil^udied,tfth^v<B ia.Trioida^ . A day or 
two afterwards he was. fio«yicte4ihy.tJj§^l^ji}dfi.QjE the Bar- 
rio, for an assault upon au. ol^ white g^tl^niai^:.: DuFiog Yob 
ipaprisoument op that ^ccoiiotb !^ officia]^ 1#^): arrived from 
Jhe Attx^rijey. Gep^ral of St Vinee^t, repre3€Bti|^ him as an 
extremely danger.otifl Bubject^ iWho had i^^ co^iviqted at the 
Great Sessions of St. Vincent, for«sedition, aod.ti'arisported 
from the colony. It wa$ in coiisieqiieqce signified, to him^ 
that he should >iot be at liberty to ren^din in the colony^ but 
soigbt le^ve his lodgings v^hei^ h^. chose; and tt^ gaoler, 
Vallot, had general directions to take out a pass from tl)e 
. Secretary's office, whenever fee .wished to make use of it; 
this he never would d% ^d voluntariltf remained in prisoa 
for naany months. I have placed him in tbp Appendi^^ frir- 
tween his associates^ George Augustus Hayes, Esq, Burris" 
ter at Law, and Mr. M^Callumj *^ author pf the Travel? in 
TViuidad," who also tolmtcmly l^ft his lodgings. No. 4/7 
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Siiff^^^stlieet/ us ti{>|)e»s hy die* cow o£ tlieradwiliseiiieiKt 
ftt the head of his case. . - > 

TremdaHdfrcm the Eteneh* ■' 
From ther^stercif die Anckiveiof the Sovereign Coun- 
cil, of the, ialand Qf Martinique;, n^as extracted the judgment 

%vhich follows, of the 6th ofMaixJb, 1800. 

I/ 

Seen' what results from the* charges and informations of 
the preceding. Declares the said Dowding duly attainted 
and convicted of having struck the Seur Beastale, in repant- 
tion of y/hich, condemns Mm to be placed in the pillorf 
during cnehQur, in the public square, in the pari^ of Su 
Peter's, and during one hour in that of the Mouillage, in the 
said town/ having before add behrad a writing with th^se 
words— 'ilfzi/fl^^o 7x:ho struck a white man, 
^ Condenms fUini bbsides to banishment for nine }'ear8 from 
<iii$. colony, enj<»iiing hinii to conform to the Ban, under 
pain of incuiniiig^ the punishment ordained by the laws, whidf 
Miall be explained to him. 

: And cohfogmiing to the appeal of the Seur Beastale, con- 
demns the said William Dowding to pay to the said Seur 
Beastale, the sum of tiu'^ tUonsand three hundred livres, bjf 
way of civil reparation. Out of which sum are to be paid' 
Ae expenc^s of the proceedings, and the printing of the pre- 
sent arret, and the surplus to be! lodged with the administra- 
tors <4 the hospital, fqr abandoned children, towJaoittithe 
said Seur Beastale declares that he abandons it. 
' Oipderedi^ that diis arrtjt shall be printed, to the number 
of fifty copies, to be published aiid stuck up in all the parishes^ 
<yf the colony^ under the (Jirectioos of the Procureur du RoL, 
Ch^rgea thq officers of the Senechausee of St; Feter!s^ 
with the e&ecUtion qf this ^rret. 

Examined> Baetojiille, Giif;^, 

, Seen for the legalization of the signature of Mr. Barb^ 
niile^r s-worn commi9sary Griffii^ pf the Court: q£ i^j^p^* 












'No.- xrr; 

Case dfCharfei Aitgii3iu^'Sdye^')Es^. ettted " Barrister at 
Imw!^ inthtyeturh tdHke 'Muhdctmm issued from the 
Court of Kings' Bench, Tmidad. ' ' ^ 



t . .«• 



> ' '- 



, At a Meetiog of hiiH M»j^ly's Coiittoil^ Iiei4at the boose 
of the Dopi^y Qerk of tbc Coinci]/ qq^ Twaddyv 1^ Mth 
^y pf^ptem^ei!^ ISO^ c^l)lbn9abtetoa<^Qiin^ ^ 

. • - .. . ' ■ . Present,- ., ',> , ...le *:j"^-;-: t- -.<• 
llis ELicelkncy ^iga^i^r GeBend;. Hislop^ Ijcfilmiiit^ 

i^ohn^NitetL^ . ..i 1 < .it -tt. 
iJomesItiebyjr^ '^c Kjirj;.' -*.*! 
[St.^HteraS«g6n^'^ 8ji^t(v> 
/oiltt 'SitiydU -^ ii.n»s) i.ii ux 
. Tlie^ proceedings <ff the' hi«t Mating' teflig^MMl aMnaf^ . 
proved, . -' "'^ ^' *• ^'^ -- • -'^ ^«"* ^'^•fi 

' Tbe Board having takeninto ks mo&l i^rb«to^OoiisMBt«MiilIi( 
a letter signed by ^ven jf^bitaMi oiF tbis' io^; uddhmil td 
the Commercial Goiimiiftee> tttid^ibe /^^/m o^^ uti^Miftetf 
i^eflections on the Government, {j««iiailie(idi«r^fai^ lMi»'ao|aMMti) 
ledged on oath by the, subscrij;>?rs,,4md the dangerous ten- 
dency of the same, written with.:the view of disturbing the 
peace and tranquillity of the coloi9Ly,;and having fiiQv and sof- 
fiici^ntly proved by theexamin^tion of two y^itnesses, on oath, 
that the said letter was composed^ and ongmally written by 



z' 



I& 



Chiitl^s Aiigti#to« Hfei]^3 Wd bnVfi^lAsd^^histderecrtliat th'il 
^conduct and behaviouf of tfaeiaid Chariot Atigostus H^yes^io 
seteml ini^Uinees; havbeen diHsetid aftd iiiteti<ted to misrepre^ 
sentth« proceedifn]^ of the Ooii^rnmentj and thereby alienate 
the affections of. llie inhribfitaoiB^ and die same being covl-* 
trary to the lavrs existing in this colony^ which His Majesty 
in his royal wisdom has been pteasei} to order to remaio and 
continue in full force^ DO RESQIJVE thatthe fiiture residease 
of the said Charles AugustuB Hay^s^ will be dangerous to the 
peace and tranquillity of the colony^ and that he comes under 
the description of personrdeugn^ited by the twenty^four arti-» 
cles of instrm:tions^ addressed to the Commissioners for exe- 
cuting the office of Governor and Coipmander in Chief of 
the islaodj the powers contained in which commission and 
iimtructiQliI- are tat pites^t iiiflested in his Excellency the 
Untenant Governor/ by to^^eoniniisslon tinder His Majes^ 
ty's 3ign'*Maiiixiit><>f>Mliy)?'ld09; fay which Iris Excellency 
i» directed and instructed,' tcy t^move from the island any 
v{»eim>ni'>tl!e ccmtiii&aace'^^ in the island, 

may b(e found dangerous to tlie peace and security thereof, 
and this Board doe^itfaeitfor^ tecommend to his Excellency, 
the Lfieutenant Go^er&br, imp^ediately to deprive the said 
Charles A|igiif>tiis ' f{ayc» ^f-Ais license to practise in any 
of the C^Hirts of jthr^ istaoc^ ai}d to take such measures as 
h^ii#yr judges *MOss9M3F./p( J1|0 removal? from: the colony^ 
land that in the mean time^ he the said Charles Augustus 
ilayes Jk^eDOQfi^ed in the rpoblic ^s^ milil an opportunity 
J)e fcuadi )^ thftt he. i^aU ^. one hipself, in order thereby 
(o 4epr|9K^. him of the fueans of again disturbing t^tnui^ 
quiUity *aiid |?«?5l«^of the i^olony. >t 

;. TRINTDAD. 

Council Chamber, QA September, 1805i 

You are lierpby required, conformable to a resolution of 

p9uncil, tl|is day to ponfine in the public ^o} of this towi|^ 
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S9. 



> ( < I 



Ihe i^nioii pi Cbariejs Augii$tusf Ji^yes, jiii4 flufri? hecp 1)^ 

until the (Said ;re$o4ujti$!D «fCo^Qeil .j^hall ^e c^i^ffipplied ^itb^ 
A copy of which sh^U be: fumisli^d hin^ withou| delays ai^<) 
for &^ A>.jl3i^, this shal} be yqiir jwv;??iit. ... , ^ . 
,. By prd^C<pf AejB^s^. 

^ To Sector M«eii2ie;fe(ir"* ■ * ' 
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ERR4TA. 



Page 5, line «3. dele /<w, *,i^^ 

^ ^39,._22, for islanat, i«idiitoitf# 

56^ ^M... 3, dele and mauttmned* ^ 

97, — 17, fori, wad if, 
^03,-'-^ 3,foT9iiflrta«e,read<rii«rtflt««. 
j803,-^--23.fotMttiata,TeadMi*te*to- ^^^ i 
^5^ .— 2Q,forrttniC«vwit^i'^«^^^*'*^"*^^ -- 
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